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Spectator mini-bar  SIMON HOGGART

Regular readers may know about clar-
et rage, which is the realisation that 
you have been sold a weedy wine at 

a ludicrous price. Sometimes you want to 
shake these growers by the throat and say, 
‘Just because the great names of Bordeaux 
command thousands of pounds a bottle 
doesn’t mean you can sell your nasty, brack-
ish fluid for twice what it’s worth.’

And then along comes someone like 
Jonathan Maltus. It’s not a surprise that so 
much of the best wine in France is being 
made by foreigners — Brits like Jonathan, 
Americans, Australians and Germans. They 
are not hamstrung by ancient traditions and 
the notion that because their grandfather 
did it that way, they must follow everything 
he did. Or that terroir is enough.

Maltus makes his wines in St Emilion, 
the lovely hill town inland from Bordeaux, 
with love and dedication. All of them have 
a stateliness, an elegance combined with 
rich, juicy flavours. The offer comes from 
the highly successful online merchants 
FromVineyardsDirect, and La Reserve 
2008 (£8.95) is their house claret. I’ve often 

compared a decent red Bordeaux to the sit-
ting room in a gentleman’s club: aromas of 
smoke, leather and the cedary savour of a 
cigar tube. This has it in spades.

Maltus’s next level up is the Château 
Teyssier 2007 (£14.95), a lovely example of 
Merlot, soft but with a fine, robust flavour. 
If you want a treat, FVD are offering the 
2008 in double magnums (£89.50) in indi-
vidual wooden cases. One of these will look 
splendid on your dining table — it’s the old-
fashioned squat bottle — and will be even 
smoother and deeper by Christmas.

Finally, the superb Château Laforge, one 
of the best Bordeaux I have drunk for some 
time. The 2007 (£25.95) is delicious, but the 
2001 (£29.95) is already exceptional, packed 
with gorgeous dark flavours — cherries, 
damsons, the whiff of a forest. I have had 
worse grands crus classés at many times the 
price.

Delivery, as always, is free, and there is a 
sample case containing four bottles of the La 
Reserve, four of the Teyssier 2007, two of the 
Laforge 2007 and two of the Laforge 2001 at 
the discounted price of £199.50.

	 				    Price 		  No. 
Red	 1	 La Reserve Claret, Bordeaux 2008		  £107.40			 
	 2	 Château Laforge, Saint-Emilion Grand Cru 2007 	 £311.40 
	 3	 Château Laforge, Saint-Emilion Grand Cru 2001 	 £359.40
	 4	 Château Teyssier, Saint-Emilion Grand Cru 2007 	 £179.40		
	 5	 Château Teyssier, Saint-Emilion Grand Cru 2008  
		  (one Double Magnum)		  £89.50
Mixed	 6	 Jonathan Maltus mixed case		  £199.50			 

Total

Please send wine to
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Mastercard/Visa no.

Start date		  Expiry date		 Sec. code

Issue no.		  Signature

Prices include VAT and delivery on 
the British mainland. Payment should 
be made either by cheque with the or-
der, payable to FromVineyardsDirect.
com, or by debit or credit card, details 
of which may be telephoned or faxed. 
This offer, which is subject to availabil-
ity, closes on 13 May 2011.
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Bridge 
Janet de Botton
I am tragically aware of the desperate tedi-
um of the Seventies feminist, banging on 
endlessly about perceived slights and injus-
tices, sniffing out a sexist around every cor-
ner and generally living the life of a paranoid 
mega-bore. I am also tragically aware that I 
tick every box, so today I am going to bring 
you a different story.

The Portland Pairs is England’s larg-
est simultaneous Mixed Pairs’ event, which 
takes place at different venues across the 
country and was won this year by Chris 
Duckworth and Brian Callaghan with a 
brilliant 63 per cent over two sessions. They 
played, as did I, at Young Chelsea and I was 
amazed (nay, humiliated) to find every pair 
getting on famously and only one person in 
the room blaming their partner for every-
thing that went wrong . . . moi! Here is Mrs 
Duckworth at her best in slam:

Very few pairs were in slam, but Chris’s 
decision to jump to 4♠ after the second dou-
ble was all the encouragement Brian needed. 
Twelve tricks was the norm, but Chris showed 
that you could take all thirteen with careful 
timing. The ♣A lead was ruffed in dummy 
and two rounds of trumps brought good 
news. A, K of Diamonds and a ruff brings 
us to the key stage: dummy should now be 
re-entered with a top Heart, not a club ruff. 
Chris found this line, and now another ruff 
established the long Diamond. A Heart to 
dummy, and now a Heart, not a Club, was 
discarded on the good Diamond. This meant 
declarer could go for the extra chance of 
hearts breaking 3–3, with the delayed club 
ruff as the last entry. Thirteen tricks were 
landed, and so was a well deserved top.

Er . . . did anyone else read that the Equal 
Opportunities Commission has a dual wage 
structure for men and women??

West	 North	 East	 South 

1♣	 X	 3♣	 Pass
Pass	 X	 Pass	 4♠
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♠	 K	9	 6	 4 	3

♥	 9	 8	 4 

◆	7	 6 

♣	 8	 7	 4 

♠	 Q	2

♥	Q	J	10 	

◆	Q	10	5	 2

♣	Q	10	6	 3 

♠	 A	10	8	 5

♥	A	K	 6	 5	

◆	A	K	 9	 8	 3

♣ 	void  

♠	  J	 7

♥	 7	 3	 2

◆	 J	 4	

♣	A	K	 J	 9	 5	2

Dealer West� North/South vulnerable
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