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Life

		  Across
	  1 	 Language from 

revolutionary indeed robust, 
mostly (5)  

	  4 	 Resist going back into 
hectic Tesco for cooking 
ingredient (9, two words)

	10 	 Superiority in tone 
capturing fluttering hearts 
(10)

	12 	I gnorant preacher variable 
in treatment of matter (7)

	14 	 Prepare sheep around edges 
of enclosure (5, two words)

	15 	 Cuts time consumed by 
channels (5)

	16 	 Out of bounds, try and 
complain (6)

	22 	 Ancient, entertaining trick, 
not ending discordantly (8)

	23 	 Man with Bible, sorry over 
rejection (7, hyphened)

	24 	 Smart answer, true (4)
	25 	 King turning cuckoo (4)
	29 	 Rake patch of ground, right 

one sheltered by house (8)
	32 	 Gunners remain most 

excellent (6)
	34 	 Home opening for royal 

chaplain (5)
	35 	 Court held by one in charge 

of sudden attack (5)
	36 	 Hire an unusual gas mask 

(7)
	38 	 Completely tense with 

husband about (10)
	39 	F ather keeping vintage old 

desk (9)
	40 	 Boys assuming eastern 

guises (5)

		  Down
	  1 	 Hydrant covered by tangled 

bloom, ripe plant tolerant of 
rain (10)

	  2 	 Run and stop doctor giving 
lozenge (5)

	  4 	 Pay out allowance in school 
(7)

	  5 	 Notice help in trouble 
relating to means of 
communication (10)

	  7 	 Surplice in reserve under 
bed (5)

	  9 	 Achievements without fine 
food (4)

	13 	 Ship full of characteristic 
sounds (7)

	15 	E ndless criticism about 
Republican, leader of the 
herd (6)

	18 	E xhausted, carrying timber, 
climbing little way (7)

	19 	 Yarn almost confused 
herald (10, two hyphens)

	20 	I n a spot, upset, interrupting 
host mad about music (9)

	21 	 British base grew (6)
	26 	 Muleteer getting round 

after runner, less hot (7)
	28 	 Cut muscle and fret? (7)
	30 	 Play from tee and shoot (6)
	31 	 Acceptable instrument 

lifted in boat (5)
	33 	 Sons, quietly close pals (5)
	34 	 Young person up for lager 

(4)	

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 6 
February. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20 (or, for UK 
solvers, the latest edition of The 
Chambers Dictionary — ring the 
word ‘Dictionary’). Entries to: 
Crossword 2047, The Spectator, 
22 Old Queen Street, London 
SW1H 9HP. Please allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Crossword 
2047:  
Courtly 
by Columba

Your peers may lead soft pampered lives —
You take the risks they’d never dare. 

Remember, when you’re old enough 
And on the way to making good, 
Have lots of kids and treat them rough,
They’ll grow up just the way they should.
Alanna Blake

Look at it this way: from the day we breathed
We were all blobs of evil, unredeemed.
That’s what the fathers of the church  
				    bequeathed,
However innocent we may have seemed.
 
We also know that, as we took that breath,
We planned a sexual union with our mums,
Devising for our dads an early death.
All this was mapped out by our Viennese chums.
 
Despite this start, our parents had to cope,
But turned us out house-trained as best they could.
Sometimes they might produce a misanthrope
Or xenophobe, but often something good,
 
For from this random process might appear
Someone with, say, a gift for verse.
Give them a break, then: nothing’s perfect here.
For you, it could have been a good deal worse. 
Noel Petty

You mucked us up, you lame-brained brat,
undoing all the good we did.
Now we bemoan what we begat —
a crude and rude, ungrateful kid.

You’re sulky, surly, loud, uncouth
and smelly but you think you’re cool;
your hideously misspent youth
spent skipping school and playing pool.

Your navel’s pierced, your tongue and nose;
you’re bumptious, boorish, crass and brash.
How dare you even presuppose
that we’ll supply the cash for hash?

You mucked us up, you foul-mouthed lout.
Instead of tender, loving care,
we should have given you a clout
but PC ruled. We did not dare.
Rosemary Fisher 

No, on the contrary my lads; 
I learnt a lot from my three dads.
The first gave me a gift I prize.
He left me hypersensitised 
to cruelty and worth. I see 
right through façades — great legacy.
Stepfather number one, moreover, 
was only nice when he was sober 
which wasn’t often. This leads me 
to Mother’s husband number three.
Cirrhotic death made way for him.
A fawning doormat type was Jim.
All three then in their different ways 
were educational. I praise 
my mother’s gross ineptitude 
at choosing men with gratitude.
Dorothy Pope

NO. 2733: distilling dickens

You are invited to condense a Dickens novel 
into a triple limerick. Please email entries, if 
possible, to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 1 February.
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Solution to 2044: Fantasticality

AULD LANG SYNE (20 28) is the source of the perimeter 
quotation, ‘Should auld acquaintance be forgot and never 
brought to mind?’ 10 and 39 give a letter mixture of 
GROTESQUERY (29), the ‘query’ being entered as the 
symbol ? to complete the quotation.

First prize Diane Saxon, Stockport
Runners-up M.F. O’Brien, London N12; Geoff Bolton, 
Kettering, Northants
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Each of seven clues contains one 
misprinted letter in the definition 
part. Corrections of misprints 
spell a word defining the unclued 
lights. In seven clues, cryptic indi-
cations omit reference to parts 
of answers; the parts in question 
must be highlighted, to reveal 
another member of the thematic 
group.

?
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