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Life

		  Across
	 1	 High point for Spanish 

laziness (6)
	 5	I nsects arise awkwardly, 

plump near the middle (8)
	11	 Crank predicted eclipse (6)
	14	 Half-heartedly cut and ran 

(5)
	15	 Toy, a plodding camel? (7)
	16	 Great big slapper’s turning 

a trick (9)
	17	 Nymph’s round stomach 

(5)
	18	 Return nettle plant (7, 

hyphened)
	23	 John’s angel cast low in 

recitation (6)
	25	 Miserable lives origins of 

their satisfaction? (7)
	27	 Serpent with reclining air 

concealed by weed (7)
	28	 Zone by a hill around 

capital city (6)
	32	 Theatres working to plug 

literary works (6)
	34	 Hard rod outside bedroom 

(7)
	36	 Primitive girl’s overthrown 

a statesman (5)
	39	 Part of cell to leave 

cunningly (7)
	40	 Mum given assistance to be 

sober (5)
	41	 Psychopathic Malaysian 

wanderer’s home (6)
	42	 Birds reside in new 

locations (6)
	43	 US soldier cut dairy 

product and fruit (8)
	44	 Fury, brutal, too eccentric 

(6)

		  Down
	 2	 Love acid funk... (5)
	 3	 ...notes, jamming lead, live 

here? (6)
	 4	 Scumbags in cloth caps? 

(8)
	 5	 Blind anger, intensely deep-

rooted (9)
	 7	 Dish containing hint of 

apple relish (6)
	 8	 One sitting amid sinister 

power (6)
	 9	 Lavatch keeping low rising 

accommodation (9) 
	19	 Dressed up, Jock’s neat (4)
	20	 Domed citadel bit too 

heavy (9)
	22	 Collects canvases, blue 

masterpieces (9)
	24	 Storming out of base on a 

single occasion in the past 
(4)

	26	 Berlioz aria muting 
weakness (8)

	29	 Hinder touring cardinal? 
Try again! (6)

	30	 Ultimately wee children in 
care are going here? (6)

	33	F ixed support for one 
driving ship (6)

	35	 One telling tale dealing 
with sinner (5)

	37	 Row about swallowing 
special cure (5)

	A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 13 
February. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20 (or, for UK 
solvers, the latest edition of The 
Chambers Dictionary — ring the 
word ‘Dictionary’). Entries to: 
Crossword 2048, The Spectator, 
22 Old Queen Street, London 
SW1H 9HP. Please allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Crossword 
2048: Bad diet 
by Lavatch

(Think of Sylvester’s ‘Sufferin’ succotash!’).

We prize and praise these symbols; one suggestion:
Return the interrobang to service. Will
We not find that fused ejaculation-question
Makes Quince’s points to stand on better still?
Ray Kelley

These extra-alphabetic furbelows —
Brisk dots and strokes, alluring curves and hooks —
Give to our writing (poetry and prose)
What speech gains from our gestures, breathing, 
	 looks.

Shakespeare’s and Donne’s meander, Pinter’s 
	 stall,
Dialogue’s ping-pong and its range of moods —
Is it by grace of these meek marks they all
Possess in print the voices’ attitudes?

Without these, meaning’s bound to go astray;
Without these, comprehension hits the skids;
Without these, we’d be fool enough to say,
‘That wet mess in the kitchen is my kids’.

All hail Lynne Truss, of panda volume fame —
A text so bright, so cranky, so divine!
To her wit in the pages of the same
I trace that ‘wet mess’ joke in the 12th line.
Chris O’Carroll

Like little taps and valves, they regulate 
the flow of language on a page. They tell
us where to stop and where to breathe, create
a tracery between the words; excel
at silence, guide us through the maze of meaning 
	 —
indicate doubt by means of a hooked symbol(?)
(provide parentheses for quarantining
those wayward thoughts) — are slyly neat and  
	 nimble.
How could we read, without them, Milton’s roll-
ing thund’rous lines? or e.e. cummings’s
eccentric verse? or share a wassail bowl
with dear Anon? The hyphen, the ellipsis…
inverted commas, hold me in their thrall;
th’apostrophe, the dash — I love them all!
Gerard Benson

Applause, applause! Apostrophe,
The audience love your subtlety
Putting possession into focus.
(Tonight they’re not, of course, green-grocers).

Our pantomime would be a flop
Without our regal Dame, Full Stop,
The most familiar of our cast,
A trouper to the very last.

Gaunt Exclamation Mark! stand tall,
Although you’ve been abused by all;
You and the chorus shout so loud,
Beloved by all the common crowd.

Come, Comma, yours is the bouquet,
As raison d’être of this play,
Whose beauty every sense transmutes,
The heroine of Eats, Leaves and Shoots.
D.A. Prince

NO. 2734 mixing it

You are invited to supply anagrams of lines 
from Shakespearean sonnets (maximum ten 
entries each). Please email entries, if possible, to 
lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday on 8 Feb-
ruary.

Solution to 2045: Favelas

Unclued lights were anagrams of English towns: Tadcaster 
(4A), Worthing (22), Arundel (36), Maidstone (39), 
Colchester (1D), Totnes (3), Darwen (15D) and Horncastle 
(19). LONDON (diagonally SE from 13) was to be shaded. 
Favelas = shantytowns.

First prize Mark Roberts, Hostert, Luxembourg
Runners-up Michael Pigden, Barnet, Herts; 
D.K. Arnott, Reading
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Three of the unclued lights form 
a saying (ten words, in ODQ) 
which suggests the other five. 
Clues in italics contain a 
definition and a hidden 
consecutive jumble of the 
solution containing one extra 
letter; the extra letters spell out 
a relevant context. 
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