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Life

		  Across
	  6 	 Grand apparition returned. 

Not half a spirit! (6)
	10 	 Green, theoretically with a 

change of heart, how to 
spend wisely (12)

	11 	 Smoked salmon reported 
from Scridain and Affric, 
say (5)

	14 	 Offer involving information 
on engine component  
(6, two words)

	16 	 Old maid accepted illusion 
(4)

	21 	 NUM worker once, now 
judge (8)

	23 	 One meal ordered – not 
food (7)

	25 	 Pub, again needing cases (3)
	26 	E ngland’s working age (3)
	28 	 Run round Tyneside, with 

pampered dog round about 
(7)

	29 	 As missiles may fly, direct 
round Scottish racecourse, 
we’re told (8, two hyphens)

	35 	 Ruler not wholly horrified 
(4)

	36 	 Keen about note included 
in music (6)

	38 	 Chide pub brawl before 
break-in (7)

	39 	 Plant from Eastenders’ 
ports (5)

	40 	I mport banner, should I be 
able, to church (12)

	41 	I solate in Leeds, with 
daughter out and about (6)

	42 	 Amateur having bet, all in a 
flap (8)

		  Down
	 1 	 Piece of fruit cut and a drop 

of whisky first (9)
	  2 	 Computer graphic of church 

painting (4)

	  3 	 Popular Archbishop in Bury 
(6)

	  4 	 Membrane from moa 25 (6) 
	  5 	 Butterflies at dances (8)
	  6 	 Dispute profit, for example 

(7)
	  7 	 Leading activist hit nothing 

in battle (5)
	  8 	 Lousy poems translated 

with more than one 
meaning (10)

	  9 	I n the past, tolerate a bit of 
excitement in a pub (5)

	12 	 Palace employees without 
time for tour-guides (8)

	18 	E xtremely drunk, putting 
ID number on baking aid 
(10, two words)

	20 	 Artist using most of one 
colour and another of his 
(6)

	22 	 He keeps things under 
control doing the ironing 
again (9)

	24 	 Haughtily dismiss roughs 
rioting very loudly  
(8, two words)

	30 	 Black tailless iguana going 
up country (6)

	31 	 A Catholic raised tax on 
neckwear (6)

	32 	 Composer doing sweet 
nothing on river (5)

	33 	 Standard units thematically 
down (5)

	37 	F ormerly employed in the 
reception centre (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 20 
February. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20 (or, for UK 
solvers, the latest edition of The 
Chambers Dictionary — ring the 
word ‘Dictionary’). Entries to: 
Crossword 2049, The Spectator, 
22 Old Queen Street, London 
SW1H 9HP. Please allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Crossword 
2049: A tale  
of two cities 
by Doc

as yet not made up my mind), as I stood at the 
window, my glance fell on the low garden wall, 
glanced off it and landed in the road, along which, 
had it been a Tuesday at nine, although in fact it 
was now Friday at four-thirty in the afternoon, the 
domestic anthracite delivery lorry of Lytton 
Coalportage Limited would have been driving. 
Brian Murdoch  

Coughing meditatively, Inspector Malmsey drew his 
eyes from the middle distance, placing them square-
ly on the agog Cogmantlefordshire family assem-
bled, like the fleshy components of some intricately 
disassembled contraption, about the drawing-room. 
Over the past 14 weeks he had deliberated and cog-
itated, often simultaneously, yet the Truth he had to 
impart remained unpalatable as dead dog: he could 
not say whether Lord Cogmantlefordshire had been 
murdered, nor by whom.  Words, their meanings as 
changeable as skirt lengths of the 1960s, could not 
be trusted to deliver his conclusion, any more than 
could Royal Mail. Besides, as he had exhaustively 
proved, the five human senses mediating all evi-
dence in the case were as imperfect and susceptible 
to corruption as a politician with those traits. Finally, 
with the portentous slowness of Bernard Shaw’s 
‘Metabiological Pentateuch’ Back to Methuselah, 
Malmsey’s shoulders gave a monumental shrug 
none who saw it would forget or comprehend. 
Adrian Fry  

And so: amen. The night’s foot presses woozily on 
the brake, and the squealing finale commences. We 
strain to hear the cracked wood splinter, for the 
body of our heroine to turn from cold nemesis to 
suppurating abalone. For the nymph with whom we 
were so sportive at the outset is on her trajectory 
from clammy flesh to molten ribcage to nada, nada, 
nada: the disjunctive peal of the bells, going like the 
clappers in the belfry, sends us to sleep as surely as it 
awakens us to the melancholy echolalia of the chief 
mourner, fingers slouching in his surly pockets. If 
only he, if it were that he, if peradventure he … Poor 
Crispin. After his slam-dunk in the faery dell, there 
is nothing to console him but the remembrance of 
that day with gossamer wings, that recollection of 
the butterfly by the standing pool. He is a newt. 
Bill Greenwell 

Leaning over the little body, Esmeralda howled 
aloud, raining torrents of tempestuous tears onto 
the still face already turning ashen in death. To 
everything is a season, turn, turn, turn . . . Faithful 
Frank, stone-deaf from birth, saw her wild, stream-
ing eyes and with the acuity of the simple-minded 
divined instantly the cause of her anguish. His own 
face crumpled like a pair of old underpants cast 
aside in a strange bathroom and he, too, began to 
weep, weep, weep. Huge gusty blarings like a herd 
of inconsolable elephants shook the wall-hangings 
and startled the wee mice that scuttled about in 
the attics above. And so passed the last heir of the 
house of Pendimmock and the seabirds wheeled 
and shrieked and old Barwick the milkman, who 
knew about love and death, put the clinking bot-
tles on the first doorstep on the winding street to 
mark the new day. 
J.C.H Mounsey

no. 2735: funny valentine

You are invited to take as your first line ‘My 
love is like a [fill in blank],’ and continue, in 
light verse, for up to 16 lines. Please email 
entries, if possible, to lucy@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 15 February.
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Solution to 2046: born a baron?

The unclued lights are words abbreviated by B (Across)  
or b (Down). 40 Across includes the two unclued lights,  
black and bass. The title consisted one further example of 
each abbreviation.

First prize A. Fabian, Dunsden, South Oxon
Runners-up R.A. Gray, Epping, Essex; Hilda Ball, Belfast
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The unclued lights arranged 
Across and Down (two of two 
words) are of a kind, individu-
ally or as a pair. Two more the-
matic solutions from 33, and 
which solvers should highlight, 
are hidden in the grid. Else-
where, ignore an acute accent.

B I S H O P T B P L E A C H
O N T H E T R O T A S C I I
O F A G R D A W N R A I D S
K I B O S H N L A K W D E A
S R O U T I N E D E H O R N
O S T L E R I D O L I S E D
A T I A D U E B R I T I S H
P E N S E E S A E B E S B E
B A C H E L O R S I R C A R
U N R E A L S T C L A I R S
B Y E S S E C I A L T A R S
B L A C K B A S S I S L E K
L O S T E D R A G O N F L Y
E N E R G Y S N I N C A S E
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