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Life

Ke3 f5 48 Rd7+ Kf6 49 Rd6 Re4+ 50 Kf2 
Kg5 51 Be8 Nf4 52 Bb5 Re5 53 Bc4 Nh5 
54 Ra6 Nf6 55 Rxa4 Ng4+ 56 Kf1 Kh4 
57 Be2 Kg3 58 Bxg4 fxg4 59 Rb4 h5 60 
a4 Kh2 White resigns 

Gashimov-Radjabov; Wijk aan Zee 2012

Although Black is a piece ahead in this 
endgame, White threatens mate starting with 
Rg5+. Radjabov returns some material to 
counteract this threat. 45 ... Rf3+ 46 Nxf3 
Rxf3+ 47 Kg2 Rxf4 48 Rgh8 Rg4+ 49 
Kh3 Nd3 Black now plans ... Nf2 mate. 50 
Rxh6+ Kg5 51 Rg8+ Kxh6 52 Rh8+ Kg5 
53 Rh5+ Kf4 White resigns Black avoids 
the trap of 53 ... Kxh5 which is a draw by 
stalemate. Now 54 Rxf5+ will be met by  
54 ... exf5 55 e6 Nf2 mate. 

The tournament at Wijk aan Zee has ended 
in victory for Lev Aronian from Armenia, 
ahead of Carlsen, Radjabov and Ivanchuk. 
The official challenger for the world title 
later this year, Gelfand, made little impact on 
events, while Anish Giri, the victor of Reg-
gio Emilia, suffered a catastrophe. This week 
some key positions from this important com-
petition. Aronian’s win against Giri was par-
ticularly original and spectacular.
 
Giri-Aronian; Wijk aan Zee 2012

In this position Aronian concluded with a 
remarkable and original combination. 41 ... 
Ne1!! 42 Rxe1 Qf4+ 43 Kd1 43 Nxf4 Rxe1 is 
mate. 43 ... Qe4 White resigns 
 
Carlsen-Karjakin; Wijk aan Zee 2012
(see diagram 2)

White is attempting to round up Black’s powerful 
passed d-pawn. Karjakin allows him to do this 
because the resultant pin on the d-file proves 
overwhelming for Black. 27 ... g6 28 Bxd3 
Red8 29 Qe1 White is hamstrung as 29 Qc1 is 
met powerfully by 29 ... Qf2. 29 ... Qxf4 30 e6 
Nxe6 31 Bc2 b5 32 Rxd5 Rxd5 33 Re3 
Nd4 34 Bd3 Kg7 Black is now a pawn ahead 
for nothing and Karjakin wraps the game up 
efficiently. 35 Kg1 Qf6 36 Kh2 Rh5 37 Rh3 
Ne6 38 Rf3 Rxh4+ 39 Kg1 Qd4+ 40 Qf2 
Qxf2+ 41 Kxf2 b4 42 Re3 Rd4 43 Bb5 Kf6 
44 Rf3+ Ke7 45 Rd3 bxa3 46 bxa3 Rf4+ 47 

In Competition No. 2732 you were invited 
to submit a comically appalling final para-
graph to the worst of all possible novels. This 
challenge is a twist on the magnificent annu-
al Bulwer-Lytton contest, which salutes the 
memory of the 19th-century writer Edward 
Bulwer-Lytton, author of the much-parodied 
opening: ‘It was a dark and stormy night…’ 
Entrants are invited to come up with deliber-
ately dreadful openings to imaginary novels. 
It was a most enjoyable competition to judge. 
I was entertained by some truly vile abuses of 
the English language, the best-worst of which 
appear below and earn their authors £25 
apiece. Dishonourable mentions to Charles 
Chadwick, Adam Campbell, R.S. Gwynn, W.J. 
Webster and Katie Mallett. The bonus fiver 
goes to Basil Ransome-Davies. 

Clive stood among the smoking ruins of the Taj 
Mahal and regarded the blood-drenched corpses 
of the Venusian neo-Nazi zombies, the lethal work 
of his shadow — the shadow that lurked in the 
recesses of his mind, both regressive and creative.  
Violence had always been forbidden to him, yet 
when called upon he had dispensed it in the name 
of justice and humanity, doubtless an example of 
the enantiodromia that balanced out and purified 
pathological extremes. With an expression that was 
both a bitter grimace of repudiation and the serene 
acceptance of a heightened moral awareness, he 
flung down the AK47 and strode out, uplifted by a 
clarified, transcendental vision, into the radiant 
sunrise, towards the ocean where the dolphins with 
their secret wisdom would welcome him and heal 
the hurt that lingered with the stinging pain of a 
physical wound in the secret depths of his soul.  
Basil Ransome-Davies 

And so, with the reconciliation of Fredegond and 
Arabella, things had come full circle. Or perhaps, 
since this was the second time that they had been 
thus alienated and subsequently reunited, we may 
say that they had completed a full second circle, 
thus executing a graceful figure of eight. Which, of 
course, is the symbol for infinity, and by extension 
of the eternity during which we may wish their 
harmony to continue. And if the reader will 
indulge our fancy a little longer and allow us to 
include the lesser disagreements that overtook 
them in Java and Mexico, we may even extend the 
metaphor by adding two more circles to symbolise 
their trajectory in the familiar shape of a four-
leaved clover, and bid them farewell, and the good 
fortune that has traditionally been held to follow 
the discovery of that rare and propitious plant. 
Noel Petty 

However, not long after I had received Aunt 
Hortensia’s legacy, and after the stormy and star-
crossed courtship of 17 years, which has been doc-
umented in such detail in the pages of this book, 
which is itself now drawing to its close, Emily sud-
denly and quite inexplicably refused to marry me 
after all, although we could now, I imagine, have 
lived comfortably at least for a number of years in 
the future. Unsure whether to join the Foreign 
Legion or enter a monastery (I have, incidentally, 

puzzle no. 204

White to play. This position is from Harikrishna-
Vocaturo, Wijk aan Zee ‘B’ Group. How did White 
exploit a classic weakness in the black position? 
Answers to me at The Spectator by Tuesday 7 
February or via email to victoria@spectator.co.uk 
or by fax on 020 7961 0058. The winner will be the 
first correct answer out of a hat, and each week 
I shall be offering a prize of £20. Please include 
a postal address and allow six weeks for prize 
delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 a6
Last week’s winner Darvell School Chess 
Club, Robertsbridge, East Sussex

Chess 
Wijk aan Zee  
Raymond Keene

Competition 
Seeking closure  
Lucy Vickery
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Diagram 2
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