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been playing catch-up ever since. But this 
is a good horse; they stick out like a sore 
thumb when you get them.’ We all want-
ed to be part of the celebration. Chelten-
ham’s managing director, Edward Gillespie, 
told Bridgy, ‘I’m proud of you.’ Channel 4’s 
Alastair Down said simply, ‘Hooray — there 
is a God.’ We can only hope the handicapper 
doesn’t murder him now.

That, of course, is what has been happen-
ing to the winning trainer in the next race. 
After last season I urged readers to watch 
the up-and-coming 31-year-old Neil Mulhol-
land but lately there have been fewer ups: 
the handicapper now has in his grasp the 
cheap horses he improved last season. ‘With 
cars you can change your oil or tyres. I can’t 
change my horses’ legs.’

The best animal Neil has is the Chelten-
ham-loving Midnight Chase, who was fifth 
in last year’s Gold Cup and who won the big 
race of the day, the Argento Chase. Jockey 
Dougie Costello got Midnight Chase into a 
beautiful rhythm and he, too, led all the way. 
He’ll go for the Gold Cup again — what else 
could Neil and owner Lady Clarke possibly 
do? — and Neil understandably grew a lit-
tle spiky when the media pointed out the 
absence of Kauto Star and Long Run from 
Saturday’s race. Being negative, he argued, 
is the trouble with racing, why not enjoy to-
day? Midnight Chase beat what turned up 
and that included horses as good as Time 
For Rupert, Diamond Harry and Tidal Bay. 
‘As for Gold Cup Day, we’re the underdogs. 
If Kauto Star and Long Run turn up we will 
be hoping for third. But the horse loves the 
track and he has the form to run.’

Both horse and trainer have the right 
attitude. Good luck to both on the big day. 
And Festival-bound too, of course, is the 
other hero who raised the cheers on Satur-
day: Paul Nicholls’s Big Buck’s, the World 
Hurdle favourite who was winning his 15th 
consecutive race over the smaller obstacles. 
As usual he gave his admirers a flutter of 
alarm on the way, running into a flat patch as 
Dynaste opened up a lead and forcing Ruby 
Walsh to get to work at the top of the hill. 
Heroes we love, slightly fallible heroes we 
love even more. 

The turf 
Carpe diem 
Robin Oakley

He didn’t quite tap the side of his nose but, 
looking around and dropping his voice, one 
of the best-connected racecourse informants 
I know greeted me at Cheltenham on Satur-
day with the news: ‘Alan King has got the 
sniffles in his yard.’ Striking a line through 
all the inmates of King’s Barbury Castle Sta-
bles on my racecard, I paused only to put 
a circle round Baby Mix, Paddy Brennan’s 
mount for Tom George in the first. ‘Paddy 
says this is the best novice he’s ever sat on,’ 
my informant had also confided. 

Unfortunately, nobody had told Baby 
Mix, one of the ante-post favourites for the 
Triumph Hurdle at the Cheltenham Festival 
in March. He fought for his head throughout, 
made mistakes at the fourth and second-last 
hurdles and slowed before the last as if he 
was carrying two jockeys, finishing sixth of 
six. I did a Lady Godiva on that one. (Opti-
mists say she put everything she had on a 
horse, realists say she lost her shirt.) As for 
Alan King, he scored a treble with Grumeti, 
Bless The Wings and Batonnier. If his horses 
have a sniffle, I hope I catch it soon. 

It was still, however, one of those glori-
ous, emotional days peculiar to the winter 
sport. I have long admired Simon Hunt’s 
chaser The Giant Bolster, trained by the 
battered former jump jockey David Bridg-
water. After a good showing in his prep race 
over hurdles at Chepstow, I was convinced 
he would win the Paddy Power. So was his 
trainer, but The Giant Bolster fell at the first, 
not the only occasion on which his jumping 
has let him down. 

On Saturday in the Murphy Group 
Handicap Chase, rider Tom Scudamore sent 
him off in front. The Giant Bolster thought 
about it a bit for the first three fences then 
decided he could do it. He galloped his rivals 
into submission, coming home 17 lengths 
clear. The Cheltenham crowd know charac-
ter as well as horses and ‘Bridgy’, who runs a 
small family yard at Stow-on-the-Wold with 
his wife and brother, is woven into the jump-
ing community. Horse, trainer and jockey 
were cheered into the winners’ enclosure as 
if they had won the Gold Cup, and to add to 
the family atmosphere Tom’s two pretty lit-
tle daughters had their own photo call, too. 
Do they get Maltesers every time Daddy 
rides a winner? 

‘I thought he was a good thing today. 
Nailed on,’ said Bridgy. ‘I know you had to be 
a brave man to say that but at home he jumps 
everything — poles, barrels, tyres — and even 
I can’t get him to make a mistake. Mind you, 
I was worried that if he’d turned over again 
people would have started crabbing him.’ 

The fall in the Paddy Power, he said, had 
turned their season upside down. ‘We’ve 

‘No more pocket money from now on, I’m 
afraid. I’ve downgraded your credit rating.’

Bridge 
Susanna Gross

Many years ago, after I’d won the annual 
London Pairs tournament, my boyfriend at 
the time designed a T-shirt for me, embla-
zoned with: ‘Best Pair in London’. Well, he 
thought it was funny.

Who would get the majority vote today 
for ‘Best Pair in the UK’? Undoubtedly, it 
would be the fairly new partnership of David 
Gold and Tony Forrester. I was watching 
them recently on VuGraph. They were  play-
ing for England in the Home Nations Cam-
rose, and time after time they made games 
that had seemed impossible only moments 
before. Mostly, this was achieved by a mix-
ture of brilliant card-reading and taking full 
advantage of their opponents’ mistakes. 
Take this deal against Wales (David Gold 
was East):

Dealer East                  Both sides vulnerable 

West	 North	 East	 South 
		  2♣	 Pass
2◆	 Pass	 2♥	 Pass
3♣	 Pass	 3◆	 Pass
3♥	 Pass	 3NT	 All pass
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♠	 8	 7	 3	 2 

♥	— 

◆	Q	7	 6	 2 

♣	 A	10	7	 5	 3 

♠	 A	K	10 

♥	A	K	Q	 8	 4 	

◆	A	K	 5	 4   

♣	Q 

♠	 Q	J 	5	

♥	 J	10	7	 6	 3	2 	

◆	 J	 9

♣	 K	2

♠	 9	 6	 4

♥	 9	 5

◆	10	8	 3	

♣	 J	 9	 8	 6	 4

South led the ♠7 to North’s ♠J and Gold’s 
♠A. Gold now cashed the ♥A, South dis-
carding a club. Next came the ◆A, followed 
by a small diamond to dummy’s ◆10 and 
North’s ◆J. North played the ♠Q, won by 
Gold’s ♠K. Gold then played the ♣Q, which 
South won with the ♣A. South continued by 
playing the ♠3 to Gold’s ♠10. 

Now what? Gold had built up a perfect 
picture of all four hands. He played the ♥4 to 
dummy’s ♥9 and North’s ♥10 — and North 
was end-played. After cashing the ♣K, North 
was forced to play a heart (he chose the ♥7) 
— and David claimed his 9th trick.
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