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Life

		  Across
 	  1	F ruitful mass production 

declines (6)
	  7 	C old as an uncovered 

carriage (6)
	13 	H eap of stones altogether 

intact (5)
	15 	 Silica with silver object (9)
	16 	 Good idea, grilling fish (6)
	21 	C onduct broadly dull (6)
	22 	 Still in resort to unwind (6, 

two words)
	26 	C lever deal abandoned (4)
	28 	 Dream concerning gigantic 

bird (3)
	29 	 Pickaxe kiboshed goat (4)  
	32 	 Jerseys will last months (8)
	35 	 Groom replies to rector (6)
	37 	 Border of field in Scotland 

behind garden (7)
	39 	 Loud lady grabs spotlight 

(6)
	42 	 Marine creatures flail 

about urgently (9)
	43 	C laim oaf ignored friend 

(5)
	45 	 Quarrel tests character (6)
	46 	 Veil to obscure fungi (6)
		
		  Down
	  1 	 Shelter basic gutter (4)
	  2 	 Try also naming poet (7)
	  3 	 Second-hand antique 		
		  studied (4)

	  4 	 Theological expert gathers 		
		  up ideas (7)
	  5 	 Deceive ox, obstructing  
		  part of windpipe  
		  (8, two words)
	  6 	F ellah tackled flowering 		
		  plant (6)
	  8 	 Areas accommodating  
		  units (4)
	  9 	 Upsets absurd suitor (8)
	10 	H eretic appearing angry (5)
	11 	 Bully, kind heartlessly  
		  lacking refinement (10)
	17 	 Offering drab actor  
		  nothing (6)
	18 	F ish has been restricted (9)
	19 	C elt in armour maybe  
		  destined to die (10)
	23 	 Beware too hyperbolic  
		  speculation (6)
	26 	 Leader safe in compound  
		  (8)
	30 	 Gun appeared ornate (7)
	31 	 Picture of face showing  
		  soft humanity (7)
	36 	F oam rose up so much (5)
	40 	 Groove reaches point (4)
	41 	 Daily tended snowman (4)

		

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 27 
February. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20 (or, for UK 
solvers, the latest edition of The 
Chambers Dictionary — ring the 
word ‘Dictionary’). Entries to: 
Crossword 2050, The Spectator, 
22 Old Queen Street, London 
SW1H 9HP. Please allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Crossword 
2050:  
Idiotic 
by Columba

While the Utilitarians measure
 All the facts it’s their notion to treasure,
 The circus and Sleary,
 Expressive and cheery,
 Are emblems of Fancy and pleasure.  

As in many a novel by Dickens
 The plot complicatedly thickens
 Till the loose ends are tied
 And a moral supplied
 By the roosting return of the chickens.
 G.M. Davis

In a highly ambivalent age,
 See the Jacques and the aristos wage
 A mortiferous fight.
 Who is wrong? Who is right?
 You’ll just need to keep turning the page.

Sidney Carton’s a brief and a drunk
 (Think your-Byronic-hero-meets-punk)
 And the love of his life 
 Is another man’s wife,
 So his hopes of contentment are sunk.

Though the Jacques are aggressive and mean,
 They cannot tell the difference between
 The two rosbifs and thus,
 Without flinching or fuss,
 Carton marries Madame Guillotine.
 Basil Ransome-Davies

A secret’s beginning to fester
 Around the sad heroine, Esther,
 Conceived out of wedlock
 By proud Lady Dedlock
 (Before she had married Sir Leicester.)

Mr Tulkinghorn hounds Lady D
 To her death, and then in his turn he
 Will die too. But Jarndyce
 Grips the plot like a vice,
 (A case pending in Chancery.)

And there lies the scandal to slate:
 Though the fortune in issue was great,
 Those with claims to a share
 Are all doomed to despair,
 For the costs will exhaust the estate.
 Colin Sydenham

Mr Pickwick – three friends – tally ho! –
 Hire a coach – see what life has to show –
 Stop at inns – journey on –
 Somehow stumble upon  

Odd adventures wherever they go.
 Enter Jingle – they fall for his ruses – 
 A cricket match – everyone boozes –
 Winkle courts Arabella –
 Pickwick hires Sam Weller –
 Bardell – breach of promise – he loses. 

As for me – name of Jingle – bit bent – 
 Strolling player – behind with the rent –
 Done for debt – thrown in Fleet –
 Very little to eat –
 Mr P. gets me out – what a gent! 
 Brian Allgar

No. 2736: Unauthorised versions

You are invited to submit biblical sto-
ries retold by modern authors (prose only, 
please: 150 words maximum). Please email 
entries, if possible, to lucy@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 22 February.
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Solution to 2047: courtly

Corrections of misprints in clues give PEDLARS, defining the 
unclued lights and the highlighted CAMELOT.

First prize M. Moran, Pangbourne, Reading
Runners-up John Driver, London SE13; J.P. Green, 
Uppingham, Rutland

Name 	  	
	
Address 		

		

		

	  

Email 	

	

Each clue comprises a definition 
part and a hidden consecutive 
jumble of the answer including 
one extra letter; the extras spell 
the first four words and the last 
seven words of a quotation (in 
ODQ).  Two unclued lights form 
the rest of the quotation, defining 
the remaining unclued lights and 
indicating the position of seven 
of them in relation to the other 
one.  One unclued light consists 
of three words, one consists of 
two words, and one is doubly 
hyphened.
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