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Life

in White’s camp. 24 Bd4 Rxc2 25 Qxc2 
Rxc2 26 Rxc2 b4 27 Be3 Qb5 28 Rc4 
Bf6 (see diagram 2) 29 Bf4 29 Rxe4 Qe2 30 
Re8+ Kh7 31 Rd2 Qe1+ 32 Kc2 Bc3 33 Rf2 
Bd4 wins for Black. 29 ... Qb6 30 Rd2 Bc3 
31 Re2 Qg1+ The infiltration proves deadly. 
32 Kc2 Qa1 33 Rexe4 Qxa2+ 34 Kd3 
Qxb3 There is no stopping the b-pawn now. 
35 Ke2 Qc2+ 36 Kf3 Qd1+ 37 Kf2 Qxd5 
38 g4 Kh7 39 Ke2 b3 White resigns 
 
Notes based on those by eyewitness  
Dr Eric Schiller.

There were two events of great 
significance at the tradewise tournament 
which recently finished at the caleta 
hotel in Gibraltar. One was the excellent 
showing of Dr Nigel Short MBE, who 
finished unbeaten first ahead of such 
luminaries as Svidler, Shirov, 
Mamedyarov, Adams. The second was the 
brilliant achievement by the 17-year-old 
girl Hou Yifan from China. Hou has 
already twice won the women’s world 
title, and in Gibraltar she shone by 
crushing the former queen of chess, 
Judith Polgar, as well as tying with the 
Doctor for first prize in the main event. 
There is little doubt that this was the 
most impressive performance ever by a 
female player at this level.
    In the play-off for first prize, Nigel 
defeated Hou with a win and a draw to 
take home £25,000, while Hou took the 
female prize of £10,000 and the second 
prize of £12,000.
 
Muzychuk-Hou Yifan: Gibraltar Open Caleta 
2012; Sicilian Defence 
 
1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Qxd4 This is 
an attempt by White to avoid the main lines of 
the Sicilian. 4 ... Nc6 5 Bb5 Bd7 6 Bxc6 
Bxc6 7 Nc3 e5 8 Qd3 h6 9 Nd2 Nf6 10 
Nc4 b5 Commencing active play on the 
queenside. 11 Ne3 Qb6 12 Ncd5 Nxd5 13 
Nxd5 Qb7 Black maximises pressure at d5, 
intending to get rid of the strong knight.  
14 Be3 Bxd5 15 exd5 Be7 16 0-0-0  
(see diagram 1) Since White has no prospects of 
a kingside attack, opposite wing castling is 
unwise. 16 ... Rc8 17 f4 0-0 18 f5 18 fxe5 
dxe5 19 Rhf1 seems more logical. 18 ... Rc4 
19 b3 e4 20 Qe2 Rc7 21 Kb1 Rfc8 22 
Rhf1 22 Rd2 Bf6 23 Qg4 Bc3 24 Rdd1 Be5 25 
Rd2 Bc3 could have led to a draw. 22 ... Qa6 
23 Rf2 23 Rd2 Bf6 would also have presented 
difficulties, but would have been preferable.  
23 ... Qa5 Exploiting the weak dark squares 

In Competition No. 2733 you were invited to 
condense the plot of a Dickens novel into a 
triple limerick.

In case you hadn’t noticed, it would have 
been Dickens’s 200th birthday this week, 
and this assignment is a modest contribution 
to the avalanche of Dickens-related events 
unleashed across the globe by the bicente-
nary. (Even estate agents have jumped on 
the bandwagon: ‘Dickens Mania Brings sales 
boost to Victorian Homes in the Capital’.)

The challenge attracted an enormous and 
impressive postbag. Well done, one and all. 
It is a tall order to boil down the great man’s 
works to 15 lines, and you didn’t shy away 
from the especially densely plotted door-
stops such as Bleak House and Our Mutual 
Friend. 

Honourable mentions go to unlucky los-
ers Nicholas Holbrook, G.W. Tapper, Car-
olyn Beckingham, Imke Thormählen and 
Janet Kenny. I am not awarding the bonus 
fiver this week, but the winners, printed 
below, pocket a well-deserved £25 each.

An heir fakes his death: Noddy Boffin
 Inherits the dung. He’s a toff in
    A world that’s uncheering
    (Think Podsnap, Veneering)
 And as wooden as dolls or a coffin.

Fledgeby, a vicious young dreg,
 And a peg-leg peculiar called Wegg,
    And others scrounge gems
    In the yellow-phlegm Thames,
 Although paupers like Betty won’t beg. 

The heir reappears, comes to life,
 And with Noddy, he cuts through the strife.
    There are villains who quarrel,
    Drown in ooze (that’s the moral).
 But the good guys, hurrah, find a wife.
 Bill Greenwell  

A scruffy young yokel called Pip
 gives food to a con who’s jumped ship
 and whose secret intent is to make Pip a gent
 while in Oz on a long penal trip.

The barmy old bird at The Hall,
 still dressed for her wedding-day ball,
 tempts Pip with a bint who is colder than flint,
 plus the hint of real wealth, I recall.

Then just as Pip’s counting his chickens
 the con reveals all and Pip sickens
 that his great expectations upset his relations.
 But the girl’s thawed, Joe’s loyal. What the  
	 Dickens?
 Martin Parker

In Coketown the chimneys pour smoke,
 And the life of the Hands is no joke,
 And the millowners get
 Untold wealth from the sweat
 Of downtrodden working-class folk.

puzzle no. 205

Black to play. This position is from Short-Hou 
Yifan, 1st play-off game, Gibraltar 2012. In the deci-
sive play-off game, which Hou lost, she could have 
turned the tables by finding the right move in this 
position. What should she have played?  Answers 
to me at The Spectator by Tuesday 14 February or 
via email to victoria@spectator.co.uk or by fax on 
020 7961 0058. The winner will be the first correct 
answer out of a hat, and each week I shall be offer-
ing a prize of £20. Please include a postal address 
and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Qxc6
Last week’s winner John Patten, Cheshire

Chess 
The Doctor and Hou  
Raymond Keene

Competition 
Distilling Dickens  
Lucy Vickery
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Diagram 1

Diagram 2
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