
competitionchess

Karate literally means a style of martial art 
with ‘empty hand’ — there is a chessboard 
equivalent. Most sacrifices take place on an 
occupied square. However the Dutch have 
perfected the art of sacrificing for an attack on 
an empty square. Here is a sample from the 
Staunton Memorial.

Werle–Wells: Staunton Memorial, London 
2008; Queen’s Gambit Accepted 

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 d5 4 Nc3 dxc4 The 
Vienna Variation is one of the sharpest and 
most deeply analysed lines of the Queen’s 
Gambit. 5 e4 Bb4 6 Bg5 c5 7 Bxc4 cxd4 8 Nxd4 
Bxc3+ 9 bxc3 Qa5 10 Bb5+ Nbd7 The 
alternative is 10 . . . Bd7. This is also razor-
sharp, but its reputation has never fully 
recovered from the battering it took in the 
game Kasparov–Hjartarson, Tilburg 1989, 
which went as follows: 10 . . . Bd7 11 Bxf6 gxf6 
12 Qb3 a6 13 Be2 Nc6 14 0-0 Qc7 15 Rab1 
Na5 16 Qa3 Rc8 17 Rfd1 Qxc3 18 Qd6 Qc7 19 
Nf5 exf5 20 Qxf6 0-0 21 Rd3 f4 22 Rd5 h6 23 
Qxh6 f5 24 Rb6 Bc6 25 Rxa5 Qh7 26 Qxf4 
Black resigns. 11 Bxf6 Qxc3+ 12 Kf1 gxf6 13 
h4 a6 14 Rh3 Qb4 15 Be2 0-0 16 Rb1 Qd6 17 
Rg3+ Kh8 18 Qd2 Rg8 19 Rbb3 Rxg3 20 Rxg3 
b6 Apparently a novelty, but one which both 
players had analysed before the game. 21 Bh5 
Bb7 22 Bxf7 Rf8 (diagram 1) 

Remarkably, both players had had this very 
position on the board (or screen, to be strictly 
accurate) in their pre-game preparation! 
Werle now struck with a pawn sacrifice that 
Wells had apparently not examined. 23 e5 
Nxe5 The novelty has its effect. Wells 
presumably rejected 23 . . . Qxe5 because of 24 
Bxe6 Nc5 25 Bf5, which looks dangerous, but 
it is not clear that Black is actually in any 
danger after 25 . . . Be4. 24 Bxe6 f5 Another 
error, this time fatal. 24 . . . Be4 is better, 
although White has a strong attack after 25 
Qh6. Now Werle crowns the game with a 
series of beautiful sacrifices. (diagram 2) 

25 Rg7 Be4 If 25 . . . Kxg7 26 Nxf5+ wins the 
queen. 26 Qh6 f4 27 Qf6 Black resigns The 
second sacrifice, again on an empty square, 
leaves Black defenceless against mate.

The tournament itself was won in fine style by 
Grandmaster Mickey Adams, Britain’s highest-
ranked player. He scored an unbeaten 8 points 
from 11 games, finishing ahead of van Wely, 
Smeets, the Dutch champion, Timman and 
Nigel Short. Over the course of six years the 
Staunton Memorial has now been won three 
times by Jon Speelman (twice with a shared 
victory), twice by Adams and once each by 
Sokolov, Levitt ( shared) and King, also shared. 
This year’s event was the strongest tournament 
to have been held this century in the UK.

Black to play. This position is a variation 
from Cherniaev–Adams, Staunton 
Memorial 2008. White is desperately 
trying to give perpetual check with his 
rooks. How can Black scupper this plan? 
Answers to me at The Spectator by 
Tuesday 26 August or via email to 
victoria@spectator.co.uk or by fax on 020 
7961 0058. The winner will be the first 
correct answer out of a hat, and each 
week I shall be offering a prize of £20.

Last week’s solution:  1 . . . Bb4 
Last week’s winner:  Peter Rawcliffe, Leighton 
Buzzard, Bedfordshire

Puzzle No. 34

Karate 
Raymond Keene

In Competition No 2558 you were invited to 
submit entries to Dr Johnson for inclusion in 
a 21st-century supplement to his dictionary. 

At first the Doctor feared that too many of 
you were confining your definitions to the five 
examples he gave of the sort of thing he want-
ed. In the event he awarded first prize of £30 
to the entrant who best defined these five 
examples — Brian Murdoch, albeit a 
Scotchman. The runners-up are Bill 
Greenwell and Basil Ransome-Davies, who 
win £20 each, while the other contributors get 
£5 for each definition used. 

asbo a certification, notarised by a Justice, confirmato-
ry of the fact that the bearer is a roisterer, scallywag, 
lummock or jailbird, though he be not in jail; posses-
sion of which is reckoned a mark of distinction 
amongst those justly called scapegallows.
blog an electronically medium whereby initiates con-
vey uninteresting personal intimacies to the uninter-
ested commonality.
chav a low person of either sex, a would-be buck, 
whose means exceed his manners, now-a-days fre-
quently resident in the County of Essex.
whadeva a formulaic response signifying ‘what you will’ 
betokening complete indifference on the part of the 
utterer to diction, phonology, pronunciation, and to 
the person of the interlocutor.
innit a punctuative phatic interjection having no mean-
ing whatsoever, capable of appendance to any sen-
tence by young persons of no breeding in the southern 
parts of England. It has no connexion with the word 
now current to designate the Esquimaux.
Brian Murdoch

arsed used in negative passive constructions as a syno-
nym for ‘bothered’ (viz. ‘am I bovvered?’), indicating 
that the speaker is in an idle or apathetic frame of 
mind, loth to expend energy, e.g. ‘I’m supposed to be 
at work today, but I can’t be arsed.’ 
metrosexual an affluent urban male with all the car-
toon attributes of a vain and narcissistic heterosexual 
woman (keenly concerned with fashion, grooming, 
diets, expensive toiletries, etc.) except that of being 
sexually interested in other men. 
muthafucka 1. person (esp. a person you have differenc-
es with or do not like the look of) 2. phatic utterance 
equivalent to ‘dear me’; ‘well, well’, ‘that’s life’, etc. 
thong vestigial underwear designed to avoid female 
discomfort or embarrassment by smoothing the line of 
a dress (viz. ‘VPL’) and subsequently canonised as an 
iconic accessory in the repertoire of lingerie eroticism. 
yeah, right dismissive conversational response express-
ing an offhand blend of disagreement (vulgar irony) and 
contemptuous indifference, as in ‘Gordon Brown will 
win people round, you’ll see’. ‘Yeah, right.’ Rare exam-
ple of a double affirmative constituting a negative. 
Basil Ransome-Davies

bung a fanciful quantity of currency or goods of a high 
value, to reward, using surreption, an intermediary for 
purchasing an item or service.
fo sho the affirmative, offered to interrogatories as to 
the quality or availability or character of a particular 
event or person.
mint of exceptional particularity, beyond normal 
expectation, and capable of causing considerable con-
citation.

Harmless 
drudgery
James Young
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