
Solution to 1878: Battle-stations

Ultima ratio regum (at 31/35/32) suggests the WARS forming 
the remaining unclued lights, paired at 13/39 and 18/15A.

First prize: E. Hogg, London SW13 
Runners-up: Leslie Mustoe, Hitchin, Hertfordshire; D.J. 
Carpenter, Sandhurst, Kent

1881: One of five  
by Doc

CROSSWORDThe gentleman in Whitehall knows better
Than the common man or woman on the bus,
Judging from on high he sees no reason why
He should listen to the simple likes of us.
As he closes our post offices and schools,
What will happen to the English countryside?
When the damage has been done, he’ll be lazing in the  
	 sun
While our little towns and villages have died.
He does his best to stifle our enjoyment
With his massive book of Health and Safety rules; 
He must be raving bonkers to stop us playing conkers
Or to curb adventure outings from our schools.
‘With us,’ he says, ‘your data is quite safe;
Security’s the thing that matters most.’
But here we go again, his laptop’s on the train
And his compact disc’s gone missing in the post.
Tim Raikes

The gentleman in Whitehall knows better than you do.
He has the education; he can take the longer view;
Hard brainwork never hurt him and he isn’t passion’s  
	 slave;
He’s more evolved than you, and somewhat cleaner,  
	 so behave.
Don’t whinge about red tape or sneer at bureaucratic  
	 rules.
Such knee-jerk derogation is the vice of drunken fools.
The senior civil servant is the appointee of God.
To argue with his wisdom means to join the awkward  
	 squad,
Since did he not exist you’d meet a ghastly Hobbesian  
	 fate,
Predated by your fellows in an atavistic state.
The mandarin in Whitehall, elitist though he be,
Has your concerns at heart. He is your friend, not  
	 enemy.
Misunderstood but patient, he will never cease to  
	 strive
To make the faceless masses feel it’s good to be alive.
G.M. Davis

The gentleman in Whitehall knows better,
Dear Cheltenham ladies. Your letter
Was, as always, welcome. As ever,
You raised valid issues. However,
Our spokesperson says you are wrong.
Today, immigrants feel they belong.
GCE results prove that our schools
Are succeeding. New hospital rules
Have imposed an infection-free state
On the wards. In our cities the rate
Of crass juvenile violence has dropped 
And underage binge-drinking stopped.
Dearest ladies, your worthy concern
Does you credit. We know that you’ll learn
With the greatest of pleasure that all
Is a glorious success in Whitehall.
Shirley Curran

The gentleman in Whitehall knows better. Is it the 
Greek and Latin tags with which he peppers his 
bureaucratic Double Dutch that lend him his unassaila-
ble superiority? Or perhaps his cool urbanity, derived 
from being paid irrespective of the outcome of his 
interminable recommendations? Whatever the answer, 
you can be assured of his absolute (by which he means 
absolving) impartiality which is really only indifference 
got up in its Sunday best. Discounting the confusing 
omnifaceted world revealed through experience and 
anecdotal evidence, he prefers the facile clarity of sta-
tistics; they never lie. He glimpses Utopia not through 
but in the cloudy acronymbus of schemes, initiatives 
and programmes which occlude it entirely from the rest 
of us. His implementation strategies engender the slow-
motion havoc of unintended consequence while he 
moves blithely on, ruining agriculture by organising its 
salvation, or ordering contingency stocks of body bags 
against the eventuality of Armageddon.
Adrian Fry

No. 2564: Spoil sport
You are invited to submit a feature (150 
words maximum) looking back at the 
Olympic Games, written in the overblown 
style of a sportswriter with literary preten-
sions. Entries to ‘Competition 2564’ by 25 
September or email lucy@spectator.co.uk.

The unclued Down lights exemplify 
each of the unclued Across lights, 
all verifiable in Brewer.

ACROSS
	  1 	 Over half a miserable wage 

for bread (5)
	  4 	 Determine as positive (9)
	  9 	 Out there, Arab and king 

despair (10)
	11 	 Some uproar, Airdrie-like 

(5)
	12 	 Wailing spirit placing 

boycott on Manx animals 
(7)

	15 	 Uses a spoon, where 
porridge is served (5)

	21 	 Income obtained from gin 
and snare (8)

	24 	 Support hasn’t left calm (4)
	27 	 Uprooted thistle. Such 

language! (7)
	28 	 Rough calculation 

re-building site with 
workman (8)

	33 	 Round river, one plant (6)
	34 	 Epic of Virgil I advocated 

(5)
	35 	 Stroll round Britain, 

terribly lame (5)
	38 	 Scarper! — type of drama 

(5)
	39 	 Cross put into poetry (10)
	40 	 Courteous one removing 

woman’s top figure (9)
	41 	 Earthenware container, 

stone nearly (5)

		  DOWN
	  1 	 Respighi meant to change 

district discussion  
(13, two words)

	  2 	 Turkish hospice has evil 
spirit in it (6)

	  3 	 Easter trips for saint (6)
	  4 	 Irritable about game on 

boat (6)
	  5 	 Point-to-point lodge (4)
	  6 	 Group deletion (7)
	  8 	 Lazy talk on Krypton?  

(8, two words)
	10 	 French tests, if revised, are 

celebratory publications 
(13)

	13 	 An oil-tree, eroded, 
showing signs of life (7)

	15 	 Governing body having 
army joining at half-term 
(6)

	17 	 Note of thanks on plateau 
(6)

	20 	 Lord Mayor in care, 
wearing a hat (6)

	23 	 Lee gains new animal 
fodder (8)

	26 	 Grassy plain — sage mostly 
and mostly elevated (7)

	31 	 100% frozen fish (6)
	32 	 Land-owner keeping deer’s 

head at back of den (5)
	36 	 Company drinking session 

(4)

You can email Doc, our 
crossword editor, at 
puzzler@btinternet.com.

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 29 
September. There are two 
runners-up prizes of £20 (or, for 
UK solvers, the latest edition of 
The Chambers Dictionary — 
ring the word ‘Dictionary’). 
Entries to: Crossword 1881, The 
Spectator, 22 Old Queen Street, 
London SW1H 9HP. 

Name..............................................

Address...........................................

........................................................

........................................................

........................................................

*Email............................................

........................................................

P A N D Y S P H A E R I T E
E V J E N K I N S E A R H A
L O O F A R R J O A N N E S
O Y S I P U N I C Y E A R S
P E P L U M U T I C E S O U
O R A E R P P H A L L I S M
N A N D O O S I L E A L E P
N C I C E R T R A P P I S T
E A S Y M E A T L T C C U I
S L H R E T Y Y A P O L L O
I E P E R R A T I O C E T N
A P O G E A N E S M O D I I
N H S U C C E S S I O N M S
P E G M A T I T E A N N A T

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18 19

20 21

22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33

34 35 36

37 38

39

40 41

www.spectator.co.uk	 THE SPECTATOR 13 September 2008  65

* Email is optional. The Spectator (1828) Ltd would like to use your information for administration, customer 
services and targeted marketing. See Classified pages for Data Protection Act Notice. If you do not want your 
information used in this way please tick this box o. If you would prefer not to receive marketing information 
please tick this box o. The Spectator (1828) Ltd would also like to pass your details on to other carefully selected 
organisations in order that they can offer you information, goods and services that may be of interest to you. If 
you would prefer that your details are not passed to such organisations, please tick this box o.


