
Solution to 1918: Roaring

PETTICOAT-TAILS (1A), TUT-TUT (14), TELETYPESETTER 
(42), SATELLITE STATE (8/36), TICKET TOUTS (10) and 
HOT-WATER BOTTLE (19/31) each contain four Ts. The spe-
cial clues featured ‘four teas’, stroupan, Assam, Earl Grey and 
yerba, intersecting with the jumbled answers. The title alludes to 
the roaring forties.

First prize: R.R. Tyler, Aylesbeare, Exeter 
Runners-up: G.E. Bell, Hexham; Peter Roche, Teddington, 
Middlesex

1921: Game by Dumpynose

CROSSWORDWhere the unique charm of the car alarm is a  
	 soothing serenade;
Where you drown your brains in the coffee chains;  
	 where the SWAT squad daily raid.
You can growl and curse at the griefs you nurse  
	 when you get the pavement shove;
You can dance at night by the searching light of  
	 the chopper up above;
You can kill your bugs with exotic drugs, you  
	 can shelter from the light
In the gruesome pubs and explosive clubs  
	 where neuroses live by night. 
It’s a mean machine, it’s a vibrant scene where  
	 the beat meet the élite,
As the deals go down in the hustling town and  
	 the word is on the street.
Where the pulses race with a vital trace of  
	 endemic paranoia,
If you’re out to win, grow a second skin — buy  
	 an understanding lawyer.
Can’t handle stress or unhappiness? Does high  
	 tension make you weep?   
Then find a farm where the rural calm is as  
	 dozy as a sheep.
In this urban life vice may be more rife than in  
	 Sodom and Gomorrah,
But its social ills teach survival skills in this  
	 century of horror. 
Basil Ransome-Davies 

The Great God Pollen comes to earth in fall
with golden promise, I suppose, to plant
some seeds, to grow some trees, to have a ball
with Goddess Wind, I guess. But no, I can’t
rejoice in this romance, because my nose
is dripping, eyes are tearing, throat is sore,
and warm and sunny golden days are those
that bring Lord Pollen and his paramour
the closest to destroying inner peace:
I’m in a fury! Pouting, sullen, crying,
because the summer’s gone, because the geese
come down from Canada, because they’re flying
with Goddess Wind and Great God Pollen. Pity,
I doubt that I’ll survive outside the city.
Mary Meriam

Let’s say you’re in the countryside
and craving mocha chip.
It’s 3 a.m., too late to ride
to Podunk’s tiny strip
of stores (they’re closed) and buy a quart.
You’ll make your own, you vow.
But there’s no milk! So you exhort
your soundly sleeping cow
to give you some; she kicks your shin;
you yelp and wake the horse,
who wakes the pigs and geese, whose din
wakes up your wife, of course.
You trail her, sulking, back to bed —
a hungry man apart.
Let’s say you lived in town instead:
you’d hit the Jiffy Mart.
Melissa Balmain

Whenever I feel like a country gal wannabe,
yearning for nature to flora and fauna me,
to corn-feed and hayseed and sweet-Alabama me,
I sweatsuit and sneaker me, work-out and sauna me,
subway and Broadway and shop-on-the-corner me,
pakora and pad thai and deep-fried banana me,
movie and theatre and concert piano me.
Then the wish goes away like a fleeting insanity,
and I realise I’d rather turn into a manatee,
than leave this fair city, the place where I wanna be.
Marion Shore

No. 2605: County sounds
You are invited to compose an anthem for a 
county of your choice. Competitors from 
abroad may substitute state/canton/départe-
ment, etc., as appropriate (16 lines maxi-
mum). Entries to ‘Competition 2605’ by 16 
July or email lucy@spectator.co.uk.

To find the common element 
(three varieties) in seven unclued 
lights (one of two words), solvers 
should 42 (doubly hyphened). 
Ignore an apostrophe.

ACROSS
	 9	 Irish lass clutches top of leg 

bone (4)
	11	 Arty senate composed 

verse (10)
	12	 Water sprite that is missing 

seaweed (4)
	14	 Short smart rig mostly 

containing gas (6)
	18	 City’s chief players chatting 

(5)	
	20	 Bracts gents in meadow 

must collect (7)
	21	 Bee woman emptied skeps 

amid trees (7)
	23	 Old slums Ruaidhri 

certainly visits (7)
	24	 Turfing tool from Alness 

almost worked (5)
	25	 Nettle no rector in NY city 

(5)	
	27	 Hinted naughty child told 

porkies (7)
	30	 I secure horseshoes from 

rustic stud (7)
	32	 Stouter hunter daughter 

swapped for a little roan 
(7)

	36	 Operatic invalid accepted 
housing in coastal city (5)

	39	 Athletic female tennis 
champ (4)	

	40	 Active Gail, restored after 
severe angina (10)

	41	 Reflection of goddess (4)

		  DOWN
	 1	 After breakdown spurt oil 

(5)
	  2	 Roller more coral coloured 

needs parking (5)
	  3	 Vessel hosting school 

dances (6)
	  4	 Young Tory stops to look at 

Chinese money (5)
	  6	 Spasm from shaking 

sistrum (7)
	 7	 Brother gets up and enters 

cure in medical book (6)
	  8	 Lancer ate spreads like 

honey (9)

	10	 Miauler bitched about top 
piece by Liszt (11)

	16	 Neat sibling tidied auxiliary 
assets (11)

	19	 Diabolic drunk killing pests 
(8)

	21	 Nonsense from spokesman 
was constant (9)

	22	 Tropical trees two 
unknowns prune, sloth 
climbs (7)

	26	 Worker ingests fruit for 
food (7)

	28	 Distance drivers kept 
causes wonder (7)

	29	 Women stoked furnace 
keeping out cold (6)

	31	 Good monkey in small tree 
(6)

	33	 Ship’s cat evoking thick 
mists (5)

	34	 Prepare letter thoroughly 
(5, two words)

	35	 Snake more angry but less 
mobile (5)

		

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 20 
July. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20 (or, for UK solvers, 
the latest edition of The 
Chambers Dictionary — ring the 
word ‘Dictionary’). Entries to: 
Crossword 1921, The Spectator, 
22 Old Queen Street, London 
SW1H 9HP. Please allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.
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