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LIFE

  Across
 8 American twice rejected 

West African (4)
 11 Like some plants you’d  

set in cold ground without 
oxygen (14)

 12 One’s fired head dismissed 
from private school (5)

 14 Insect-eating rodent 
moving lightly (7)

 16 On the job, one way or 
another (4, two words)

 21 No good place for  
putting ditch (4)

 22 Noble king left to appear 
later (4)

 23 Titans of business, one 
admitting defeat (7)

 25 Kind of acid – it blocks 
most of neck pain (6)

 26 Glimpse in newspaper, 
customarily (6)

 28 Regretted hiding key  
that’s delivered (7)

 31 A fly-by-night husband 
following Irish girl (4)

 32 Cancel country club  
party (4)

 35 Writer from Shetland 
moving around (8)

 36 Paler, suffering old  
illness (5)

 37 American city regressing 
once more (4)

 39 Arterial road city almost 
developed (7)

 40 Mug shot’s frame, one 
from Europe (5)

 42 Endless row in school 
once (4)

 43 Bet cat gets crushed after 
gently running free (8)

  
  Down
 1 Rebel about to maintain   
  high acid level of soil (7)
 2 Daughter with needle or   
  dagger (4)
 3 Pile for Scot also with lots  
  of Cambodian money (6)
 4 Men protecting case of   
  young spiders (7)
 5 Lift up recipe at home  
  for purgative (8)
 7 Celebrating Noel, missing   
  parties (11)
 8 Navy in the drink to   
  follow a winding course (5)
 9 Liquor stalls set to hold   
  posh officer up (9)
 10 Compilers concocted fuel   
  that’s valuable (6)
 13 Calls to limit obstacle for   
  butterflies (8)
 15 One making weak malt?   
  Carouse wildly! (11)
 24 Set of organic compounds   
  for now storing zero   
  energy (8)
 27 Strips locks from hotel,   
  one in awful ruins (7)
 29 Spectacles, say, of English  
  tree and some wheat (7)
 31 Court in poor area   
  raised fines (6)

 33 Verse oddly titled for  
  lady (6)
 34 What predators do in   
  communications with  
  bird (5)
 38 Clothed king, clothed by   
  contemptible fellow (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 21 
March. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 
Apologies that there may be a 
delay in sending out prizes at 
present.

Crossword 
2545:  
With a twist 
by Lavatch

 dreamers plying ink,  
not subject to the scandal sheets – but check out 
 Byron and John Keats.    
Much ado there was, God wot. George had posh 
 blood, Keats did not. 
Keats praised George, the ‘dying swan’; lines that 
 George would vomit on. 
Byron had his rock-star looks, Keats coughed 
 gently over books. 
Byron shagged from dusk ’til dawn, Keats 
 swooned over Fanny Brawne, 
Keats claimed great imagination, Byron sneered 
 in condemnation, 
calling Keats a Cockney slob (Byron was a raging 
 snob).  
Byron fumed with jealousy, Keats thought Byron 
 sans merci, 
Keats called Byron overrated; ‘tall, hot lords get 
 celebrated!’ 
Mud was flung without regret, even though they 
 never met. 
Like the Gallaghers they fought, insults like a 
 national sport. 
When Keats died, some blamed reviews. Byron 
 chuckled at the news; 
‘Death by criticism? Bunk! I laugh at critics and 
 get drunk.’  
Both are dead, their quarrels ended, poets 
 evermore unfriended. 
Feuds rage on, hot words exchanged. With rival 
 authors, nothing’s changed. 
Janine Beacham
 
C.P. Snow and F.R. Leavis
spanned the cultural divide.
Snow’s Two Cultures – please, believe this –
pushed the scientific side.

Spitting bile, F.R. (a bruiser,
champ in literary debate)
called C.P. an all-round loser:
dreary novels, second-rate.

Snow, a sage, refused to battle
in this tea-cup-storm affair
with Leavis and his libellous prattle.
Who now reads them, who’d now care?

Just a footnote in the blistery
academic to and fro;
both long-dead, consigned to history.
F.R. Leavis, C.P. Snow.
D.A. Prince

At first they had a common cause
Until each asked what freedom was
And then their friendly days were done:
One needed bounds, the other none.
For Sartre might was right, and Red
Was how true freedom could be spread
But Camus treated with revulsion
The violence in power’s expulsion.
It was impossible to hide
Their existentialist divide
And French folk followed day by day
The twists in this absurd affray.
Though Sartre had some views suppressed
When Russians entered Budapest
He still gave force his approbation,
Rejecting Camus’s moderation.
Max Ross

NO. 3241: VERNAL

You are invited to submit a spring triolet. 
Please email entries to lucy@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 16 March.

SOLUTION TO 2542: WIDER II

The unclued lights and COMPOSERS (35A) are 
RIBBONS/Gibbons (1A), MAILER/Mahler (7), 
RAMEAN/Rameau (25), WANTON/Walton (26A), 
DELICES/Delibes (46), RAVENER/Tavener (1D), 
BELLING/Bellini (4), RAMPION/Campion (12), 
WRITTEN/Britten (26D). Title: cf. Charles-Marie WIDOR.

First prize Peter Moody, Portchester, Hampshire
Runners-up Alexander Caldin, Salford, Oxfordshire; 
Toby West-Taylor, Bristol  

Name    
 
Address   

  

  

Email  

41 (four words) suggests the 
other unclued lights – which are 
individual examples (not group 
names) of a kind – and how they 
must be entered in the grid. All 
answers are in Chambers. 
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