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LIFE

  Across
 1  Resorts making lady sip 

mocha in a new way  
(12, two words)

 12  British proprietor keeps 
apparently wrapping 
material (10, two words)

 14  Corrupt planet, obscuring 
sun (3)

 15  Sport’s greater rule:  
tittle-tattle (8)

 17  Sacred text, a Latin one, 
translated (5)

 18  Moon at the end of the 
interval (7)

 19  Lobster’s claws caught  
a heel nastily (6)

 22  Change of course made  
of metal (6)

 24  Morocco application by 
French philosopher 
rejected (5)

 26  Town regularly found in 
fertile spot by earth at  
the seaside (9)

 27  Experimental style  
I practise (9)

 29  Giving away present 
follower didn’t own (5)

 31  Iron extracted from very 
great amount of jam? (6)

 34  Gross, like Charlie’s  
home? (6)

 36  Initially, Lionel backed  
this player surprisingly to 
get Ballon d’Or? (7)

 38  Italian actress comes  
from Florence (5)

 39  Lad changing axis of his 
transporter (8, hyphened)

 40  Imagine this number 
divided by pi (3)

 41  Supports posh girl almost 
being enthralled by 
unlikely types? (10)

 42  Where Esau starts to 
provide millions? (4)

 43  School mums in a spin 
after programme (12)

 
  Down
 2  Where a dismount may go 

wrong (10, three words)
 3  Greek chess champion 

taking second place in 
Turkey? (7)

 4  Briefly destroy a rising, 
begorra (5)

 6  Geek runs into a tree (6)
 8  Bird blocked by rook is 

wader (4)
 13  Dance like a sponge, or 

like another invertebrate 
(12)

 16  Term for extreme old age 
(3)

 20  Oscar-winning fish headed 
off to go wandering? (6)

 23  Won’t it 14 maverick? (9, 
hyphened)

 25  We hear sacked teacher 
did not explode (8)

 32  I refuse 40 of the Medici 
family (3)

 33  Tender President wastes 
time (5)

 35  ‘Sikh’ by this composer 
sounds like something one 
can play (5)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 31 
January. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – the 
dictionary prize is not available. 
We will accept postal entries 
again at some point. Apologies 
that there may be a delay in 
sending out prizes at present.

Crossword 
2537: My Lord!  
by Mr Magoo

The crazy year that we look back upon 
Has seen new names and faces come (and gone). 
Each had their moment in the sun to glow; 
Some pleased, while some were more malapropos. 
Perhaps Joe Biden didn’t show éclat, 
Elected after all Trump’s brouhaha. 
Could Boris weather omicron’s new threat? 
Take Greta for a little tête-a-tête? 
And as for Megxit — any more faux pas? 
Tom Daley soared in diving to the bottom. 
Oh yes — and England v. Italia 
Raised Scottish spirits well into the autumn! 
John MacRitchie

Now is my season of good intent; 
Embrace new resolutions. (But don’t set bars too 
 high.)  
Write more, procrastinate less — just checking 
 my mobile. 
Save money. Phew, big night out with friends!
Tell people I’ll volunteer. (Don’t put my hand up.) 
Avoid the toxic and unsustainable — I’ll have ten 
 at that price. 
Try new, healthy recipes — God, takeaway’s 
 fantastic. 
Exercise daily. (Not this week, I need rest.) 
Spend less on booze — ooh, cocktails with tequila! 
Mindfully meditate (if this gets any more boring, 
 I’ll rot). 
Address the housework — room hit by tornado. 
No more time-wasting, ever. What’s new on 
 Twitter?
Janine Beacham

There was a ‘comping’ chap, an Oxford Greats
 man;
He’d scan each week’s results with avid glee,
Exulting as his winnings grew and grew,
Sometimes a double or a triple win. Success
Proliferated… till the bubble burst.
Enraged, he shakes his fist at cruel fata,
Calls the judges names, the very worst.
‘Those turnip-heads! They’ve got it in for me!’
And, crying out in anger and distress
‘They’ve done me down — not even an HM!
O, why is my persona now non grata?’,
Rips into shreds Spectator and New Statesman.
Brian Allgar

This poem is twelve lines in length and when
Heard spoken has no end rhymes — it’s blank 
 verse.
Each line is five DEE DUMs; within their flow
Short syllables, unstressed, give way to stress
Prolonged in length to make five metric feet.
Each foot, or iamb, shares phenomena
Conveyed from lyric text that brings delight
To minds ‘as blank as snow’ — the simile!
And metaphors, whose words are driven nails.
To these, alliteration’s ‘sneaky scam’
Oft tweaks and boosts poetic formula,
Revealed by bards, to cause creative spin.
Paul Freeman

NO. 3233: MR AND MISSES

You are invited to invent a new character 
for the Mr Men/Little Miss series by Roger 
Hargreaves and submit an extract of up to 
150 words from his or her story. Please email 
entries to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 19 January. 
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SOLUTION TO 2535: TRIPLETS

Each unclued lights include one letter three times. The 
wording of the preamble precludes ALLYLS (2D which 
would be the second plural) and IRITIC (an adjective).  
29D can be either TANNIN or NANKIN. 

First prize Graeme Davies, Farndon, Newark
Runners-up Stephen Saunders, Midford, Bath;
Hugh Aplin, London SW19
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A 21-word exchange appears 
(apart from two words) in 
nine unclued entries. The other 
unclued entry specifies one of 
the participants. In ten clues 
the wordplay ignores one letter. 
These letters, in grid order, spell 
out the source of the exchange 
and of the original inspiration. 
Ignore three apostrophes in the 
completed puzzle.
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