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LIFE

  Across
 1 Awaiting consideration, 

poor hippie teen holding 
nothing back (2,3,8)

 11 Most of back pain almost 
leaves (7)

 12 Some over-50s right about 
Hindu music? (5)

 14 Small section of foreign 
letter penned by French 
novelist (6)

 16 Love very good 
conclusion (5)

 17 Debauchery current in 
corruption (4)

 21 Excellent – a little cheesy 
item (7)

 24 Wood block turning has 
advanced (5)

 25 Engine part wrapped 
round old tree (5)

 30 As nice as Rothschild’s 
premier bubbly (7)

 35 Bloke that Parisian 
brought round (4)

 36 Backing old president, 
master US shape-shifter 
(5)

 37 One after the other, as 
quarrelers now are (2,1,3)

 38 Cheers on army’s top men 
in vessel (5)

 39 Stunning tailless bird east 
of north African city (7)

 41 Poor Spectator slammed 
for being extremely late? 
(13)

  Down
 1 Dwelling in Liege off and 

on – where to go next? (5)
 2 They might be spare flags 

getting picked up (5)
 3 Composer large in Vogue’s 

circulation (5)

 4 Firmly maintain where 
publicity goes for abuser? 
(6)

 5 Heavenly place in image 
of the paranormal (7)

 6 Uncoil newly born baby 
animal (4,3)

 7 Of course hosting 
universal dance in Asia (6)

 8 Hypocritical chap, one 
wrongly holding a 
gentleman up (9)

 10 Almost issue moral story 
that’s similar (10)

 13 Maybe a recital should be 
composed (7)

 15 Denier of yarns woven 
round half of 30 (3-5)

 18 Carrier’s unnatural chat-up 
(7,3)

 19 One celebrating about new 
proprietor (8)

 22 Artist in 3 shunning a 
novelist from Italy (2,5)

 26 Extremely fine rock 
uplifting hairy sort (7)

 28 Picturesque fresh lily I’d 
caught (7)

 29 Somewhere above ground, 
might I be located thus? 
(3-3)

 30 Primate’s as you say, 
captain (3-3)

 32 Girl involved in northern 
criminal racket (5)

 33 Head over for comic (5)
 34 Food served up for agents 

(5)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 11 
July. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2561: PORTS  
by CheeseCracker 

any concern of Josiah Bounderby, of Coketown, 
manufacturer! Did I ask for this war, Loo 
Bounderby? Did I?’ Giving a perfunctory answer, 
Louisa thought wearily of her delinquent brother. 
Had there not been something oleaginous about 
the hand so grudgingly given to her, when they 
last spoke? O Tom! My doom is already upon me! 
Do not hurry to yours! 
Frank Upton/‘Lard Times’ 

In these straitened times when war has destroyed 
modern machinery, people have reverted to old 
ways. Who would have thought the working horse 
would be brought from retirement or the ox again 
made to pull the plough? Though buildings have 
been flattened there is still work to be done in the 
countryside. Across the land people are using 
oxen in their fields and it seems that hostilities 
have turned the clock back a century. But at least 
the fields are being tilled and seeds planted and 
however slow the process, it is tried and true. 
Harvests will come and it is to be hoped that ships 
will sail with their cargo across the world. And so, 
when you see these stout animals pulling their 
ploughs, you need not ask for whom the bull toils. 
It toils for us all.
Frank McDonald/‘For Whom the Bull Toils’

‘I would not be so fastidious as you are,’ cried 
Bingley, ‘for a kingdom! The trolleys and belted 
checkouts! The beer, wine and spirits! Upon my 
honour, I never met with so many discounts in my 
life, and several are uncommonly good value.’ 

‘You are shopping with the only credit card in 
sight,’ said Mr Darcy, looking at Bingley’s laden 
basket. 

‘Oh, it has the highest bonus points I ever 
beheld! But there is one shop behind you which is 
full of bargains, and I dare say, very agreeable.’ 

‘Which do you mean?’ and turning around, 
Mr Darcy caught Elizabeth’s eye as she set out 
budget frozen foods in aisle nine. He coldly said, 
‘Poundland is tolerable, but not customer-friendly 
enough to tempt me.’ 

Elizabeth was left with no cordial feelings 
towards him, especially considering their 
pandemic staff shortages. She delighted in the 
thought that his grocery bills were ridiculous. 
Janine Beacham/‘Poundland and Prejudice’

To buy or not to buy, that is the question:
Whether ’tis cheaper in the end to count on
The swings and roundabouts of unit pricing
Or to take up their special offer and
Get extra free. But then there is too much
Of one thing, and an absence of the rest –
Ay, there’s the rub! Fishpaste is good
But heart-ache comes when there’s no ham for tea.
We grunt and sweat, pushing our trolleys round,
Seeking that undiscovered bargain which
As ever is devoutly to be wished,
But of which we perchance must only dream,
Till we have shuffled round the aisles
In the calamity of an extended shop.
My purse is out of joint! O misery,
That I, Hamless, shall be ham-less at tea.
Brian Murdoch/‘Hamless’

NO. 3257: FILMERICK

You are invited to summarise a film (please 
specify) in limerick form. Please email 
entries (up to three each) to lucy@spectator.
co.uk by midday on 6 July.
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SOLUTION TO 2558: BLONDE, 78

Unclued lights were associated with JUBILEE: years (CAL-
ENDAR, SCHOOL, FINANCIAL), clips (CROCODILE, 
PAPER, TIE) and London underground lines (CENTRAL, 
CIRCLE, NORTHERN). The title suggested PLATINUM 
(element 78, and type of blonde).

First prize Brian Midgley, Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire
Runners-up Arabella Woodrow, Riddlesden, West Yorks; 
Andrew Vernalls, Milton Common, Oxfordshire 
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Six unclued entries comprise sys-
tematically ordered non-words 
thematically linked by a normal 
entry, itself unclued.
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