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LIFE LIFE

Bodhana Sivanandan-Ider Tselmuun
Girls U8 World Cadets Championship, 2022

1 e4 c5 2 Nc3 d6 3 f4 g6 4 Nf3 Bg7 5 Bb5+ 
Nd7 6 a4 e6 7 O-O Ne7 8 d3 O-O 9 Bc4 
Nb8 A mature regrouping from such a young 
player. Black’s setup is more harmonious with 
the knight on c6. 10 Qe1 Nbc6 11 f5 (see 
diagram) This pawn sacrifice is the key to 
White’s setup, as the open diagonal of the Bc1 
combines with the queen’s imminent arrival on 
h4. exf5 Despite breaking the Black king’s 
pawn shield, 11…gxf5 is safer, Then 12 Qh4 
fxe4 13 dxe4 Ng6 is a sturdy setup, though after 
14 Qh5 White’s attack has much further to run. 
12 Qh4 The goal is to play Bc1-h6 followed by 
Nf3-g5, when White is set to crash through on 
h7. Black’s only reasonable defence is 12…h5, 
but 13 Bg5 prepares Nc3-d5. fxe4 The decisive 
mistake, since White’s next move is much 
stronger than recapturing on e4. 13 Ng5! h6  
14 Nxf7 Rxf7 15 Bxf7+ Kh7 16 Bg5! 
Another incisive move. The pawn on e4 can 
wait, since If 16…exd3 17 Rae1 wins more 
material. Qc7 17 dxe4 a6 18 Nd5 Nxd5 
19 Bxd5 The rest is easy. Ne5 20 Bd8 Qd7 
21 Bf6 Qe8 22 Bxg7 Kxg7 23 Qf6+ Kh7 
24 Qxd6 Bd7 25 Bxb7 Ra7 26 Bd5 Bxa4 
27 Rf8 Qb5 28 Qxe5 Rg7 29 Raf1 Qd7 
30 Bg8+ Kh8 31 Be6+ Kh7 32 Bxd7 Bxd7 
33 Qxg7+ Kxg7 34 R1f7 checkmate 

  Across
 6 Fashion blunted by  

useless needle (6)
 10 Sister in action in a 

moving church feast (12)
 13 Lily and Len backing  

boss (7)
 16 Youth turns to another 

who’s idle (4)
 17 Scarper from unstable  

ice-sheet (6,2)
 21 Underclothes hang 

loosely? Twaddle (8)
 23 Push in suggestion 

commonly vulgar (7)
 25 Caledonian couple 

unwrapping software (3)
 26 Being philosophical, 

making three points (3)
 29 Goddess briefly so pink 

(8)
 34 United to play this piece? 

(8)
 36 Asparagus and special 

fruit (6)
 38 Love to afford fancy sort 

of vehicle (3-4)
 39 Sailor embraces my  

curves (5)
 40 Rector in unlit palace 

possibly unworthy of 
bishop (12)

 41 Mount Athos ignoring 
Thomas’s direct speaking 
(6)

 42 Cheap writer wearing 
orangey-brown (8)

  Down
 1 Help companion to visit 

gentle girl (4-5)
 2 Pillbox of wrought iron (4)
 3 In Paisley, pamper one 

sweeter all round (6)
 4 Reminders fence regularly 

covers weeds (6)

 5 Made a lot of messes 
I slide on (8)

 6 Small drop of water in fat 
(7)

 8 In country club seek good 
books, a number without 
antecedents (10)

 12 Cereal, part of it for bird 
(8)

 15 Great reserves of wisdom? 
Adept has no answers (6)

 18 Restraint inhibiting one 
punch-up (10)

 19 Political supporter left 
impression through 
effectiveness (8)

 20 Scouts edited the 
Guardian (6)

 22 Provoking distress of  
mine very greatly, Norm 
being away (9)

 24 Fit to publish? Can be 
brought to court (8)

 31 Turning over heart of fire, 
I got some smoke (6)

 32 Drug, at first low dose, 
offered patients  
awakening (1-4)

 33 Old foot-soldier trims 
edible part of nut (5)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 24 
October. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2576, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2576:  
After Eleven 
by Fieldfare

What is this life if, full of care, 
We find we have no time to share

The pleasures that we know have been
Endorsed by our departed Queen?
 
No time to follow her advice,
To drink Dubonnet, gin and ice
 
And chocolate cake that chef McGrady
Served up for the royal lady.
 
No time for training well-bred horses,
Champions on prestigious courses:
 
Scarlet, purple, edged with gold:
The winning colours, put on hold.
 
No chance to see, in palace grounds,
Cavorting corgis, hear the sounds
 
Of racing pigeons in the air –
For now we only stand and stare.
Sylvia Fairley 

Walkies with corgis and watching the gee-gees,
Laurel and Hardy, George Formby, the Bee Gees,
(Fine – not the Bee Gees) – when Vera Lynn sings:
These are a few of one’s favourite things.

Picnics and barbecues out in the heather,
Balmoral bashes, whatever the weather,
Giddy Gay Gordons and wild Highland Flings:
These are some more of one’s favourite things.

Jam from the Sandringham WI;
Time with one’s family. Heaven knows why.
Wellies and headscarves, rather than bling –
Because one needs more than one favourite thing.

When they loaf on Oprah’s sofa,
Dissing kith and kin,
One simply remembers one’s favourite things
And takes it all on the chin.
David Silverman

A Corgi beside one, a biddable mascot, 
Carriage processions, the first day of Ascot,
High-stepping thoroughbreds ranged out in strings:
These were a few of her favourite things.

Winter retreats, the huge Norfolk sky’s awning,
Walking to church on a crisp Christmas morning,
Servants propelling great-grandkids on swings: 
These were a few of her favourite things.

Skydiving out of planes into packed stadia,
Watching ursine tea guests get marmaladier,
Solving jigsaws, sorting clouds from birds’ wings: 
These were a few of her favourite things.

Sipping a gin on the deck of Britannia,
Bidding all formality do svidaniya,
Far from all presidents, princelings and kings: 
These were a few of her favourite things. 
David Shields

NO. 3272: DEAR DIARY

You are invited to imagine a well-known 
diarist, real or fictitious but please specify, 
commenting on contemporary events. Please 
email entries of up to 150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 19 October.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

38 39

40

41 42

SOLUTION TO 2573  

The preamble referred to ten symmetrically placed unclued 
entries which spell out CURRENT PUZZLE NUMBER 
HAS PRIME FACTORS: THIRTY-ONE, EIGHTY-THREE.

First prize Bill Stewart, Leicester
Runners-up D.P. Shenkin, London WC1;  
C.S.G Elengorn, Enfield, Middlesex

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Judit Polgar, the strongest female player of all 
time, conducted an enchanting interview in the 
commentary room during the Chennai Olympiad. 
Her interviewee was Charvi Anilkumar, an eight-
year-old girl from Bangalore. Asked about her 
dreams and ambitions, she announced 
confidently, ‘I need to play in men’s section and  
I need to be a grandmaster, and world champion!’ 
Polgar was evidently delighted and expressed her 
hope to one day see Charvi playing alongside 
men in the Open section of a future Olympiad. 

When she was an active player, Polgar was 
the top-ranked woman in the world from the 
age of 12, but she avoided women’s 
tournaments. Her pursuit of stronger opposition 
saw her peak at no. 8 on the international rating 
list. A certain school of thought holds that 
segregated events (and even titles) are 
detrimental for the players’ long-term 
development, since their incentives and 
ambitions are artificially curtailed. Alas, 
I strongly suspect that is true for some players, 
though in a chess world where women and girls 
are so drastically underrepresented, the overall 
widening of opportunities is a clear net positive. 

As it turned out, last month saw Charvi 
competing in the Girls U8 section at the World 
Cadets Championship in Batumi, Georgia, where 
she won the gold medal with 9.5/11. The silver 
medal went to seven-year-old Bodhana 
Sivanandan, one of England’s most promising 
juniors, who missed out on the gold by the 
narrowest of tiebreak margins. Along with her 
medal, another excellent English performance 
came from eight-year-old Zoe Veselow, who 
finished in seventh place. Sivanandan and 
Veselow had already shown their ability at the 
European Schools Championship in Greece in 
April, where they respectively took gold in the 
U7 and U9 girls’ events. 

In Batumi, Sivanandan won a textbook game 
in the Grand Prix Attack. White’s setup, 
employed against the Sicilian defence, takes its 
name from the series of events that made up the 
English weekend circuit of the 1970s, where it 
was used with great success. It is an effective 
practical weapon, clear in purpose but requiring 
great precision to fend off.

In Competition No. 3269, you were invited 
to write a poem about Her late Majesty’s 
favourite things.

Alongside the more familiar royal predi-
lections – corgis, horses, Dubonnet and gin, 
Corrie, the colour blue – was the revela-
tion that the Queen was partial to a spot of 
heavy metal, and in particular Ozzy Osborne, 
though perhaps that was just a flight of fancy. 
Most competitors went the Rodgers & Ham-
merstein route, but despite some inevitable 
repetition, it was an instructive and enter-
taining postbag. An honourable mention 
goes to Roger Dickinson, Brian Murdoch and 
Janine Beacham; the winners, printed below, 
receive £30 each.

There’s an unassuming vault where they keep 
 her Maldon salt
with the real Koh-i-Noor, in Tupperware;
and the banks of frazzled wires lead to ranks of 
 two-bar fires
all directed at an empty tartan chair.
 
Her pen-and-paper games hide the works of 
 P.D. James
and a notebook of Prince Philip’s greatest jokes.
The skeleton, of course, is Dunfermline, the  
 horse
Willie Carson rode to victory in the Oaks.

A size-four wooden last on which all her shoes 
 were cast
bears her warrant to Anello & Davide.
By the Hardy Amies suits stands a pair of 
 Hunter boots,
her Barbour and some well-worn Harris tweed.
 
But the thing that holds us now is a copy of the 
 vow
that she folded in her heart at twenty-one.
In the end her life was long with a constitution 
 strong,
and she kept it till the day the job was done. 
Nick MacKinnon
 
O I am frugal, regal
And when there’s nothing doing
I love to google ‘beagle’
For dog facts worth pursuing
 
What portraits I love viewing!
A Beaton! Annigoni!
I think it well worth queuing
For Lichfield, even Tony –
 
I might mimic Berlusconi
Until Philip blows a gasket
And I like to meet a pony
Or to spend the day at Ascot
 
Let me taste a chocolate biscuit
With Mirren or with Neagle!
Let me pack a picnic basket!
Let me spy a White-tailed Eagle! 
Bill Greenwell

PUZZLE NO. 723

Black to play. Giorgobiani-Sivanandan, Fide 
Cadets U8 Girls Championship, 2022. Black has 
a subtle winning move in this position. What is it?  
(The game continued 32…Rf1 33 Qd5 and 
Black won after a long fight.) Answers should be 
emailed to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 10 
October. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1…Qb1! Then 2 Ne3 
Qh1+ 3 Ng2 Qf1+, or 2 Nd2 Qd3+ or 2 Nh2 Qh1+
Last week’s winner Keith Escott, Erdington, 
Birmingham

Chess 
Girls compete  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights form five 
pairs, as suggested by the title.

Competition 
Queen’s favourite  
Lucy Vickery

Black to play, position after 11 f4-f5
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