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LIFE

  Across
  1 Soldiers drill in circle (5)
  5 Knave less than chaste (3) 
  8 Rude Rastaman ignoring 

Mr T’s yoga pose (5) 
 12 Examiner Jeremiah 

shortened question (7) 
 13 Last old engineers 

preserving Troy (7)
 14 Snakes go grey around 

central Assam (5) 
 16 Some clod I’m with? (6)
 18 Fine Caledonian island 

they say (5)
 19 Scot in a reel? (3)
 22 Miserable Denis missing 

Italy yells for ever (9) 
 23 Pike reduced seabird’s 

fodder (7)
 28 Poisonous plant – signal 

end for Victoria (5) 
 30 One’s pain crossing 

Oregon is bad (7)
 35 Heartless odist greeting 

uxoricide (7)
 37 The Saints’ Walcott, poet 

Christopher and Pusey? 
(9) 

 42 Respect Paduan town  
with short river (6) 

 43 Money Larissa lost  
leaving steamship (5) 

 44 Seed novel aunt  
broadcast (4,3) 

 45 May classy nut develop 
with mellow fruitfulness? 
(7)

 48 One disease getting 
northern dramatist (5) 

  Down
 2 God and Esau awkwardly 

network (6)
  4 Irish people tense about 

hospital (5)
  6 Like teddies wee sons 

cuddled (6)
  7 Belgrade (not Lima) 

rebuilt market anew (7)
  9 Pay author enthralled by 

bouncing poems (7) 
 11 Radical metropolitan starts 

to hate your liturgy (6)
 15 Old piece has pianoforte 

(English) lifting spirits (7) 
 17 Ravel sees main musician 

(8) 
 20 Funeral song, say, in a 

cathedral (5)
 21 Bravo certainly not blue 

(4,4) 
 24 Failing degree, botched 

moderate question (7)
 25 District attorney has tea  

in country house (5)
 29 Romeo avoided vile 

terminal illness (7)
 31 Silver catch in flash 

generator (7)
 33 Worry of soprano possibly 

forgetting lied? (6)

 35 Bar in extension on 
Hamish’s hill (6)

 36 Last pair in Piccadilly go 
astray with drug (acid) (6)

 38 Dramatist’s fiddle (5)
 
A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 30 
January. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2587, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2587: Silver  
by Pabulum

With words of joy and rhythmic drive
This new twelvemonth will be a breeze:
Even foul Fate will seem a tease
To songsters raucous and alive. 
Adrian Fry

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring out the gloom, ring in the glee;
Ring in the dawn of twenty-three,
Ring out the dust of twenty-two.

Ring in the right, ring out the wrong,
Ring in the cure, ring out the flu;
Ring out the words that don’t ring true,
Ring in the joy, ring out in song.

Ring out the old year’s stains and dirt,
Ring out the scent that plagues the nose;
Ring in the laundry, wash your clothes,
Wring out your socks, wring out your shirt.

Ring in the cheer, ring out the scoff,
Ring out the sneer, ring in the grin;
Ring up your friends, ring up your kin,
Ring out, and if they jeer, ring off. 
Alex Steelsmith

Ring out the old, ring in the new;
No matter that’s a tired cliché,
We mean it this year when we say
Vamoose to Twenty Twenty-Two!

Vale to lily-livered leaders
Ill-equipped to go the distance,
Justify their own existence,
Sybaritic bottom feeders.

Begone, sleek-sidling weasel-wits!
Bring forth the lions of common sense,
Robust integrity; dispense
With spineless, spinning hypocrites…

Seize hard the opportunity,
Our situation’s worse than bleak,
Without a paddle, up the creek
So Best Foot Forward, Twenty-Three!
Mike Morrison 

The Speccie wants some cheerful verse?
Well, here’s the best that I can do:
‘With luck, it may not be much worse
Than bloody 2022.

With power cuts, and freezing cold,
Our fingers turning Tory-blue,
We’ll still ring out the precious old
In favour of the shoddy new.

And who’s the pup that we’ll be sold
As Britain’s next short-lived PM?
No doubt we’ll shrug, and say “I told
You so”, with proper British phlegm.

A crumb of comfort can be had:
Despite inflation, plague, and war,
It may turn out, however bad,
Less dire than 2024.’
Brian Allgar

NO. 3284: BACK TO FRONT

You’re invited to supply a topical short story 
that begins with the last line of a well-known 
novel (please specify), and ends with the first. 
Email entries of up to 150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 25 January.

SOLUTION TO 2585: HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Puzzle 2585 appeared on 10 December 2022, an anniver-
sary of HUMAN RIGHTS DAY (at 1 Across) whose letters 
can be used to make the ten symmetrically placed unclued 
entries. The UN General Assembly adopted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights on 10-12-48.

First prize Kathleen Durber, Stoke-on-Trent
Runners-up Dr Aidan Dunn, Newton Abbot, Devon;
Ian Laming, Chippenham, Wilts

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

  

Five of a kind (including two of 
two words) can be derived from 
the letters of 26/27, 40/41, 46/47, 
3/34 and 10/39 (all real words). 
32/12D suggests mispronounced 
praise of the theme. Elsewhere, 
ignore an accent.
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