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LIFE LIFE

seemingly innocuous positions, such as in his 
seventh round game against Peter Roberson. In 
the diagram position he has just advanced his 
queen to c5 to attack the d5-pawn.

Peter Roberson-Michael Adams
Cambridge International Open, February 2023

Now, 36 e4 Rf8! puts White in a terrible pin 
which cannot be shaken off as 39 Kf1 Qc1+ 
spells disaster. 36 Qf3 e4 37 dxe4 Qc4 
38 Qf4 Rxe4 39 Qxd6 Rxe3 With material 
equality and a passed pawn on d5, White seems 
to be doing fine. But the black queen and rook 
are well placed, threatening Re3-e1+ followed 
by Qc4-c1 to smoke out the king. By contrast, 
Black’s doubled g-pawns provide a useful 
shield against checks. The best defence now is 
40 Kh2 Re1 and then 41 Rf4! Qc1 42 Qxb4 
looks risky, but surprisingly after 42…Rh1+ 
43 Kg3 Qe3+ Black has no more than a draw. 
40 Qf4 Re4 41 Qf7 Qd4 42 Kh1 Re1+ 
43 Kh2 b3 Turning the screw. White is 
running out of good moves, e.g. if 44 Qf3 Re3 
45 Qf4 Re4 46 Qd2 Qe5+ 47 Kg1 Rd4 and the 
pawn on d5 falls. 44 Rf3 Qxb2 45 d6 Qe5+ 
46 Rg3 Qxd6 47 Qxb3 Qd4 Forcing the 
king to flee, but this time there is no safety. 
48 Rf3 Qg1+ 49 Kg3 Re2 50 Kh4 Qe1+  
50…Qxg2 would throw away the win – see the 
puzzle below. 51 Kg4 h5+ 52 Kg5 Re5+ 
53 Kf4 g5 checkmate

  Across
 12 Old Rodin bust covered? 

(6)
 13 Goal to mingle with rich 

ruler (8)
 14 Horns from my province 

(5)
 16 Reply from setter breaking 

lance (6)
 19 E.g. Macron’s cheek, it’s 

said (4)
 20 Complain over fabulist (4)
 22 I’m going to exercise 

round one tree (6)
 23 Knight with airs saves 

energy in verses (9)
 29 Isles always in Comoros’s 

borders (4)
 30 Nymph’s hot in green (4)
 32 Head bishop ignored?  

Not again! (4)
 34 Fluid drips onto engine 

part (6,3)
 36 Reformer in Zaire cuts 

America out (6)
 38 Stars’ primitive appeal (4)
 39 Help receiving new issue 

(4)
 42 Blair’s current joke boring 

Liberals (6)
 43 In post, Henry’s disgrace 

(5)
 44 Singers roughly shaking 

artist (8)
 45 Water movement from  

red whale at first (6)

  Down
 1 Flicked fellows, cross 

about it (7)
 2 Lovably active or badly off 

(8)
 3 Medic grabs gold beetle 

(4)

 4 Makes Greek coin with 
size I changed (9)

 5 Prince hiding earl’s stuff 
(5)

 6 I get promised frame of 
pine around shelf (7)

 8 Past name for struggle (4)
 9 Flower’s white round 

iceberg’s edge (6)
 10 Volume in case upon 

switching periods in 
house? (10)

 11 32 poetic question about 
one line? (7)

 15 Ruling party admitting 
king’s crime (10)

 17 She inherits Scot’s land 
areas in segments (10)

 21 Composed Italian ode 
using concepts (10)

 24 Iodine in the other new 
compound (4-5)

 28 Cool actress hugs right 
soak (8)

 29 Officer scars wild foxes (7)
 31 Insects in north-east oddly 

flying (7)
 33 Hesitation about articles in 

rock stratum (7)
 35 Correctly placed model in 

India semi-nude? (2,4)
 37 A German paper about to 

wing it (2-3)

 40 Either tip from big tennis 
champ? (4)

 41 Check shower, we hear (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
13 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2593, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2593: Capital 
Development  
by Lavatch

chainsaw-wielding, undead limbs. A frenetic 
cinematic style deployed to hold my attention failed 
in its task; I remained troubled throughout that the 
Book remained uncatalogued and in hands both 
amputated and unappreciative. A bachelor would 
make a more scrupulous protagonist in a film which 
is a warning to the incurious.
Adrian Fry/M.R. James: The Evil Dead 

In Finding Nemo, the fish has salao, bad luck. He 
fears the sea, la mar. The fish lost his wife. A 
barracuda killed her. Marlin, the fish, has deep 
wrinkles on his forehead. His son has a small fin. 
Marlin does not grow wise, he grows careful. That is 
the way of widowers. A diver takes the son. Marlin 
pursues him. It is what a father must do. He meets 
a female fish, the colour of the sea, cheerful and 
undefeated. ‘Just keep swimming,’ she says. The 
sea, they learn, is often stressful and always painful. 
They meet a shark that repents of its ferocity. Blood 
arouses its true nature. They encounter iridescent 
bubbles which are jellyfish and the falsest things in 
the sea. They meet a wise turtle. They speak to a 
whale. The son escapes. Marlin finds him. The son 
loves his Papa. The journey is what matters. 
Janine Beacham/Hemingway: Finding Nemo

Had a spectator been present, in the scriptorium 
rather than during the broadcast, he might fairly 
have intervened out of charity. For it is a melancholy 
truth that parody, so long tolerated as the sport of 
those who glister in the London’s lime-lit wastes, 
is yet not to be mistaken for travesty. Alas for Miss 
Blyton, who toiled in Corfe and the adjacent coast 
(which she named Kirrin), and whose amusing 
young tyros are here transformed into toffee-nosed 
oiks of the meanest calibre, traitors to their class as 
to the Eternal Presence. It cannot be denied that 
Miss Blyton’s healthy adventurers are voracious in 
the consumption of sausages, eggs, and carbonated 
beverages. But all other resemblance to the intrepid 
Five is elsewise discarded. The narrative is etiolated. 
The script is puerile. The betrayal of Uncle Quentin 
is absolute. A shadow has fallen over Wessex, and 
our furzes are wilfully discordant. 
Bill Greenwell/Thomas Hardy: Five Go Mad in 
Dorset (The Comic Strip)

This important book, though purporting to be a 
work of fiction, offers a compelling instance of the 
climate catastrophe that faces us all. It develops 
themes introduced in one of the author’s earlier 
works, which detailed the extinction of the rare pink 
rabbit, Cuniculus rubescens, as a direct result of 
European militarisation.

Here the subject is the tiger, Panthera tigris, 
which we see forced by loss of habitat in its Asian 
heartlands to migrate to more northerly latitudes for 
its very survival. We encounter it foraging for 
sustenance in a typical suburban street, subsisting 
on a diet for which it is poorly adapted.

Yet even here, in as stark a scenario as could be 
imagined, the very taps run dry. And, in the final, 
chilling paragraph, it is abundantly clear that the 
local population’s attempt to marshal slender 
resources against the visitor’s possible return is 
too little, too late.
David Shields/David Attenborough: The Tiger Who 
Came to Tea

NO. 3290: LET US PRAY

You are invited to recast the Lord’s Prayer as 
a sonnet. Please email entries of up to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 8 March.

SOLUTION TO 2590: HAVE A GO

The seven unclued lights are BIRDs (36) minus one letter: (S)
WAN (14), (G)ROUSE (18), P(H)EASANT (22), 
TE(A)L (40), S(W)ALLOW (7), R(O)OSTER (29) and S(K)
IMMER (30). GOSHAWK (in the 9th column) was to be 
shaded. Title: cf. BI(R)D.

First prize Oenone Green, Feltham, Middlesex
Runners-up Robert Stephens, Bearsted, Kent;
Julia Jones, Pleshey, Essex

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

The Cambridge International Open, held last week 
in fine surroundings at the University Arms Hotel 
in the city centre, is a valuable addition to the UK 
tournament scene. Organised by the English Chess 
Federation, demand for this debut event was strong 
and registrations had to close early at around 120 
participants, when the capacity of the playing hall 
was reached. Nine grandmasters took part in the 
open tournament, including England’s top player 
Michael Adams. Despite being a huge favourite 
in his first round game, he drifted into serious 
trouble in the early middlegame. Seeing the storm 
clouds gathering, he wisely ventured a draw offer, 
which was accepted – that being a tremendous 
achievement for his teenage opponent and 
namesake Henry Adams. 

Henry Adams-Michael Adams
Cambridge International Open, February 2023

Black’s pieces lack coordination, and Michael was 
perhaps most afraid of 24 f3! opening lines for 
attack. 24…Nf6 25 Nf7+ Kh7 26 Qe5 is grim, or 
after 24…exf3 25 Re8 f2+ 26 Kf1 Rf8 27 Nf7+ 
Kh7 28 Nxh6 gxh6 29 Re7+ and Black must give 
up his queen. Nevertheless, draw agreed.

    Michael Adams’s near miss was a spur to 
success, as he won his next seven games in a row 
and sealed tournament victory with a draw in the 
final game. Several times, Adams showed his skill 
in squeezing the maximum advantage from 

In Competition No. 3287, you were invited to 
supply a review of a film, novel, poem or play 
in the style of a writer for whom the theme 
might be deemed an appropriate choice.  
    Thanks to Philip Stevens for suggesting this 
terrific challenge, which attracted a sizeable 
and stellar entry. Honourable mentions to 
Moray McGowan’s Kafka on The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar (‘There is a story here, but it 
needs something more radical, perhaps even 
wildly implausible, to make it more realis-
tic.’), Chris O’Carroll’s T.S. Eliot on James 
and the Giant Peach and Russell Chamber-
lain’s Jeremy Clarkson on Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang. In an especially hotly contested week, 
the winners below snaffle £25 apiece.

 
Yestreen I was allowed back to the earth,
And in a darkened room, upon a screen,
Were moving coloured pictures of a play
About two warring families! ’Twas mine,
A copy, right, but still they had the right,
Since I am centuries past copyright.
We are translated to th’Americas,
And their new Juliet is quite mature.
Mine was not yet fourteen, a fact for which
I oft have suffered censure – but I had
To cast a boy with an unbroken voice,
But songs! Maria! There’s a place for us!
Tonight, tonight! No tedious monologues!
I’faith, I lived too soon! The film’s the thing!
I wish I’d let my star-crossed lovers sing!
Brian Murdoch/Shakespeare: West Side Story 

I’ve been asked to put the Wooster pen to paper 
and comment on this play by a chap called Orton. 
What the Butler Saw. Dashed misleading, if you ask 
me. In spite of the promise in the title, there’s no 
mention of any fine fellow of the Jeeves variety. 
Seems we’re in a clinic, they’re all off their rocker 
and half of them haven’t got any clothes on. The 
psychiatrist chappie seems a bit of a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing. (‘Precisely the ungulate I had in mind,’ 
said Jeeves.) What did he make of it then? His reply, 
‘As I see it, sir, it’s a farcical glimpse into an 
anarchic situation exposing the greed, sexuality and 
violence of middle-class English life. A satire on 
sexual hypocrisy and corruption…’

A whiff of incomprehension clouds the Wooster 
brow. Nevertheless, gentle reader, I offer you this 
interpretation. It’s what my butler saw.
Sylvia Fairley/Wodehouse: What the Butler Saw

A fastidiousness regarding matters antiquarian 
pertains in my supernatural stories which I found 
lacking in Sam Raimi’s cinematic presentation 
The Evil Dead. His quintet of undergraduates, 
holidaying at a cabin in the Tennessee woods, 
upon discovering a Book of the Dead, proceed to 
recite incantations therefrom before properly 
establishing the texts provenance or place in the 
occult canon. Standards in the United States 
naturally lack Cambridge rigour, but I nevertheless 
felt unsympathetic to the subsequent sufferings of 
the students, whether at the hands of trees claiming 
excessive intimacy, invisible demons or their own 

PUZZLE NO. 740

White to play. A variation from Roberson-Adams, 
Cambridge International Open 2023. Which move 
allows White to salvage a draw from this desperate 
situation? Answers should be emailed to chess@
spectator.co.uk by Monday 27 February. There is 
a prize of £20 for the first correct answer out of a 
hat. Please include a postal address and allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1… Rxa6! 2 Rxe2 Kf3 
attacks the rook and threatens 3…Rh6#
Last week’s winner Christopher Buxton, 
Paignton, Devon

Chess 
Cambridge International Open 
Luke McShane

Six unclued lights (one of two 
words) are of a kind. The remain-
ing three must be filled to display 
what connects the original six 
(13, two words).

Competition 
Subject matters 
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 23…Rf8xf4

White to play, position after 35…Qc7-c5
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