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LIFE LIFE

opposite the black queen poses difficult 
practical problems. Bd7 14…Nc6 is a decent 
alternative, when I suspect that Giri intended 
15 Ba2, whereupon 15…Bb6 16 Rd2 
demonstrates another perk of his rook 
manoeuvre. Black must then contend with ideas 
of Rf1-e1 and d4-d5. 15 Re2 Bc6 16 Qc2 Bb6 
17 Rfe1 A powerful move, since the d4 pawn 
is poisoned. Kh8 (see diagram) Gukesh surely 
looked at 17…Bxd4 18 Neg5! hxg5 19 Rxe6! 
fxe6 20 Rxe6 with a devastating discovered 
check to follow, so his sidestep with the king 
could not be more natural. But the lesser evil 
was 17…Bd5 18 Bxd5 Rxd5 19 Nc3 Rd6 20 d5 
Nd7. Still, the exchanges on e6 will leave Black 
with a weak e6 pawn and a thankless position. 
18 Neg5! Giri’s attack is so powerful, it will 
succeed even without Black’s king on the a2-g8 
diagonal. hxg5 19 Rxe6 fxe6 20 Rxe6 
Qxe6 After other queen moves, White simply 
plays Nf3xg5, with overwhelming threats. 
21 Bxe6 Bxf3 22 Qf5 Threatening mate 
(Qf5-h3+) recovers material in better 
circumstances than the immediate recapture. 
Be4 23 Qxe4 Rxd4 23…Re8 was more 
stubborn. After 24 h4 Nd7 25 hxg5 Rxe6 
26 Qxe6 Nf8, the queen and pawns should 
triumph, but the game isn’t over. 24 Qf3 g4 
25 Qf8+ Kh7 26 Bf5+ Kh6 27 Bc2 Black 
resigns in view of multiple threats, e.g. Qf8-
h8+ or Qf8-f5.

  Across
  1 Confederate creeshes 

wheels (8)
  5 Poem (anonymous) 

involving ship in port (6)
  9 Crooked creep with agent 

making profit (10)
 16 Tinware company backed 

predator (6)
 17 A new Troy with aged 

columns (5)
 20 Bovine in old poem digs 

up underground stem (7)
 24 Author noticed a probable 

36 in Shakespeare (7)
 25 Medical process still 

reducing sickness (5)
 26 Some admit a layman 

translated Bible (5)
 28 Language of goon pierced 

by short dagger (7)
 31 Reformer from Zimbabwe 

at home wanting tissue (7)
 33 Stars mingled in store (7) 
 37 Plant pruned behind (5)
 38 Jade beginning to 

complain about plant (5)
 39 US admiral in university 

in New Zealand (6)
 41 Sad herald into what’s 

mournful (10)
 42 Fellow cockney wall 

builder? (6) 
 43 By chance romping girl 

wins Oscar by miles (8)
 
  Down
  1 Pansy pirating crazy 

graffitist’s art? (5-8)
  2 Crowd from Costa Rica 

with one absent (5)
  3 Plant in most of African 

country (6)

  4 Moral significance of 
specified people cycling (5)

  6 Poor evidence acquitting 
northern cheat (7)

  8 Tarry road needs work (4) 
 10 Ailment only German 

nursemaid catches (6)
 11 Moderately stunted 

cardinal shuts a small low 
window (9)

 12 Mike scatted very 
accurately with no 
developed melody (13) 

 13 Excited Romeo and nice 
Juliet about to jabber? (8)

 15 Ancestor of magnificent 
Man Friday? (7)

 19 Dismal cop spoiled 
hymnal (9) 

 21 Chairman hugging honey 
with capital gets cross in 
Rio (8)

 23 Difficult work in a unit in 
Guy’s? (7)

 27 A gossip overheard 
colouring stuff (7)

 32 Two girls – one pulled up 
bush (3-3)

 34 Tree of heaven trimmed 
carelessly (5)

 35 Hundred in trim go up in 
the Cairngorms (5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
20 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2590, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2590: Have a go  
by Pabulum

surrounded by like-minded, youngish people. 
They drink kale smoothies, jog to work, have no 
car, spurn air travel, respect gender-fluidity, lie 
awake worrying about climate change, and read 
the New York Times.

Their virtuous but strangely humourless 
neighbours, the Thurbers, come to dinner. Joe 
cooks a planet-friendly ‘pastoral root-crop stew’. 
(‘Pastoral’ has supplanted the dated ‘rustic’ in 
today’s recipes.) Next morning, straining to hold 
the fallen angel pose in her advanced yoga class, 
Alice provides resounding evidence of extreme 
flatulence. It is a prolonged and, alas, unforgettable 
performance. Humiliated and furious (for she 
fancies the yoga teacher), she texts her husband, Joe.

‘What were those chunks in the crap you served 
last night?

‘Why?’
‘Never mind.’
Joe is hurt. And slightly cross. But he is meek.
‘The swede.’

Hugh King/American Pastoral

There was a point to this story, but it has 
temporarily escaped the chronicler’s mind. 
However, let’s picture this ancient tree beside a 
sizeable pond. On the furthest branch sits a cheeky 
red squirrel. Twitching his ginger tail, he scampers 
down the tree to his acorn store, adding some 
mushrooms for a rainy day.

Is he happy? No. His thoughts dwell on the 
dark forces across the pond. He gathers the other 
animals around him, and reveals all: his suffering, 
his frozen assets… the story reaches every corner 
of the planet.

‘I’m a star!’ he cries. His body, inflated by this 
global escalation, is lifted on the breeze like a hot-
air balloon and disappears from view, carried into 
the outer regions of space. Once departed, the 
animals forget all about him. 

Far out in the uncharted backwaters of the 
Western Spinal arm of the Galaxy lies a small 
unregarded yellow sun.
Sylvia Fairley/So Long, and Thanks for All  
the Fish

It is a far, far better thing that I do, than I have ever 
done; it is a far, far better rest I go to than I have 
ever known. For the prodigal son will beg his 
father’s forgiveness, though my brother will 
understandably be resentful. I shall sleep the sleep 
of one who has returned home wiser. I threw aside 
my family’s good name and my high position and 
squandered my inheritance, selling my soul to the 
highest bidder. Now I see that true happiness comes 
with some pain and what I had in my father’s house 
was something greater than wealth. I look back on 
my life as a young prince where I enjoyed acclaim, 
and at my exile where I was condemned in a strange 
land; one was heaven, the other hell. It was the 
best of times, it was the worst of times.   
Frank McDonald/A Tale of Two Cities

NO. 3287: SUBJECT MATTERS

You are invited to supply a review of a film, 
novel, poem or play in the style of a writer 
(please specify both) for whom the theme 
might be deemed an appropriate choice (e.g., 
Hemingway on Ferdinand the Bull or Richard 
Adams on The Tale of the Flopsy Bunnies). 
Email entries of up to 150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 15 February.
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SOLUTION TO 2587: SILVER

The five of a kind are stations on the Jubilee tube line in 
London, derived from: 26/27 (London Bridge), 40/41 (Stan-
more), 46/47 (Waterloo), 3/34 (Baker Street) and 10/39 
(Westminster). LOVELY JUBBLY (32/12D) suggests mis-
pronounced praise. ORATE/ERATO were both accepted at 
46A, as were SETTER/TESTER at 34D. Title: the line’s col-
our on tube maps. 

First prize Roy Robinson, Sheffield
Runners-up Cathy Staveley, London SW15;  
R.A. Percy, Southport, North Carolina, USA

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Two rounds before the end of this year’s 
Tata Steel Masters, Jorden Van Foreest, the 
Dutch no. 2, declared himself ‘excited to play 
the role of spoiler’. Van Foreest was placed 
near the bottom of the leaderboard, but had 
yet to face two of the leaders. 

His opponent in the penultimate round was 
Anish Giri. True to his word, Van Foreest 
attacked him with abandon, and had his 
compatriot on the ropes, but their game was 
finally drawn after more than six hours of 
play. In the final round, Van Foreest faced 
tournament debutant Nodirbek Abdusattorov, 
hitherto the star of the event. The 18-year-old 
from Uzbekistan had led almost from the 
start, beating Magnus Carlsen along the way. 
But his play in the final round looked 
uncertain, allowing Van Foreest to fully 
embrace the role of spoiler. Abdusattorov 
was leapfrogged by Anish Giri, who scored 
a well-deserved tournament victory, 
undefeated on 8.5/13. Van Foreest’s upheaval 
of the standings was a pleasing restitution for 
Giri, since in the 2021 edition he narrowly 
missed out on the title after losing a tiebreak 
against Van Foreest. 

Earlier in the event, Giri had also scored 
a win over Carlsen, though his most 
spectacular game was played in the second 
round against one of India’s top teenagers.

Anish Giri-Dommaraju Gukesh
Tata Steel Masters, Wijk aan Zee 2023

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 d5 4 Nc3 Bb4 5 Bg5 
h6 6 Bxf6 Qxf6 7 e3 O-O 8 Rc1 dxc4 9 Bxc4 
c5 10 O-O cxd4 11 Ne4 Qe7 12 a3 Ba5 
13 exd4 The isolated queen’s pawn is a double-
edged sword. Lacking defenders on adjacent files, 
they can become weak in the long run. But in this 
middlegame, the latent possibility of advancing 
d4-d5 to open more lines of attack proves to be 
the more significant factor. Rd8 14 Rc2 One 
would usually be content to have this rook already 
deployed on an open file. But Giri’s clever little 
rook move foresees that planting both rooks 

In Competition No. 3284, you were invited 
to supply a topical short story that begins 
with the last line of a well-known novel and 
ends with the first. 

Much has been written about the rise of 
AI bot ChatGPT (from zero users to several 
million its first two weeks!), and reader 
Alistair Kelman fed it the last and first lines 
of Nineteen Eighty-Four to see how it would 
fare with this challenge. There’s no room to 
share the result, alas, but I can say that while it 
won’t be winning any prizes for now, the bot’s 
performance was a marked improvement on 
that of a predecessor, GPT-2, set the same 
task a few years ago. So watch this space.

Brian Murdoch described this as ‘an 
interestingly difficult assignment’ which was 
evidently a good thing judging by the mam-
moth entry. The best five earn £30, and com-
miserations go to worthy runners-up Gopali 
Mulji, Susan McReynolds, Chris Ramsey, 
David Taylor, Sue Pickard, J.C.H. Mounsey, 
Verity Kalcev and Bill Thomas.

The scar had not pained Harry for 19 years. All 
was well. 

Or almost all. The North Pole frostnip episode 
now merely an amusing anecdote, Harry could focus 
on the slow healing of other wounds. Such as the rift 
between himself and his family. While jogging 
during a late-night break in the California rain, his 
thoughts turned to his recent memoir, which he 
hoped would finally succeed where frank interviews 
and even a Netflix documentary had failed. His gaze 
settled on a random star in the briefly cloud-free 
sky, and on an impulse he took the opportunity to 
wish once more that his father and brother would 
now come to comprehend him. To really get him.

The two men appeared out of nowhere, a few 
yards apart in the narrow, moonlit lane.
Julie Steiner/Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows

John Thomas says good-night to Lady Jane, a 
little droopingly, but with a hopeful heart. God, he’s 
tired! Still, she’s put him right. Glancing round, he 
checks no one’s seen him leave her salon, Lady 
Jane New-U. To outsiders she’s a beautician, to 
insiders she’s a deep-clean fixer — restoring 
shattered reputations, patching shaky ethics. Not 
cheap, but safe, even down to aliases in the 
appointments diary and strictly cash. No trail.

John Thomas! How boring is that! Could be 
anyone.

She’s convinced him a £5 million tax 
‘adjustment’ isn’t the end of the world: a gentle 
massage and aaah! Squeaky-clean, or as good as. 
And she’s a laugh, which he needs at the moment. 
Laughter is the best medicine, an idea he might 
pass on to the Health Secretary as a money-saver. 
Ours is essentially a tragic age, so we refuse to 
take it tragically.
D.A. Prince/Lady Chatterley’s Lover

What on earth is less reprehensible than the lives 
of the Levovs? They have moved from London 
to Prospect Place, Brooklyn, where they are 

PUZZLE NO. 737

Black to play. Adhiban-Warmerdam, Tata Steel 
Challengers, 2023. Adhiban’s last move, Nd4-e6, 
prepared a series of checks, starting with Nxg7+. 
Warmerdam’s response was a rude awakening. 
What did he play? Email answers to chess@spec-
tator.co.uk by Monday 6 February. There is a 
prize of £20 for the first correct answer out of a 
hat. Please include a postal address and allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.
Last week’s solution 1 Qc4+ Rxc4 (or White 
collects the rook on c4) 2 Rxd8+ and then mate.
Last week’s winner Jeremy Forgan, 
Middlesbrough

Chess 
Tata Steel Masters  
Luke McShane

Seven unclued lights (all real 
words) are 36s minus one letter. 
A further 36 formed from the 
omitted letters will appear in 
the completed grid and must be 
shaded.

Competition 
Back to front  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 17…Kg8-h8
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