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LIFE LIFE

Oxford’s missed opportunity was offset by a 
surprise turnaround on board 7, where Imogen 
Camp (Cambridge) had enjoyed a winning 
attack in the middlegame, but allowed Nugith 
Jayawarna (Oxford) to escape into a drawish 
rook endgame. Jayawarna kept going, and even 
scored a win in the final minutes of the six-hour 
match, which thus ended in a 4-4 tie. Daniel 
Gallagher (Cambridge) was awarded the 
brilliancy prize for this win on board 4.

Daniel Gallagher (Cambridge)- 
Max French (Oxford)
Varsity Chess Match, March 2023

1 e4 c6 2 d4 d5 3 f3 e6 4 Nc3 Nf6 5 e5 
Nfd7 6 f4 c5 We have transposed from the 
Caro Kann via the ‘Fantasy variation’ (3 f3) into 
a variation of the French defence. White appears 
more familiar with the middlegame which 
arises. 7 Nf3 Nc6 8 Be3 cxd4 9 Nxd4 Nxd4 
10 Bxd4 Be7 11 Qg4 g6 12 O-O-O Nb6 
Nd7-b8-c6, to contest the d4 square, was worth 
considering. 13 h4 Bd7 13…h5 was essential, 
to prevent the incursion of White’s rook. 14 h5 
Rf8 15 hxg6 hxg6 16 Rh7 Qc7 17 Bd3 

Simple and strong, since 17…O-O-O 18 Bxg6 
fxg6 19 Rxe7 wins easily. Bc5 18 Bxg6 Bxd4 
After 18…fxg6, the clearest win is 19 Nb5! 
Qc6 20 Bxc5 Qxc5 21 Nd6+ Kd8 22 Nxb7+  
19 Bxf7+ Rxf7 20 8+ Rf8 21 Qg6+ Ke7  
22 Qg7+ Rf7 23 Qg5+ Black resigns 

  Across
 1 In clinic came up against 

a barman (7)
 6 Walker and cyclist on 

stone (7)
 12 Polishes round back of 

altar in hallowed places 
(7)

 14 Bird in casserole with 
two eggs? (5)

 15 Stitch up salmon (5)
 17 Not good, arguing about 

old Eurasian languages (6)
 19 A label: ‘Pierce 

immediately’ (2,1,6)
 21 Cattle pens leak regularly, 

I fume (7)
 24 Nurses aim to treat 

swellings (9)
 26 Metal and its symbol to 

use finally in somewhat 
decadent period (6,3)

 29 A pain when my monarch 
is put out of African land 
(7)

 32 One asks about sprays (6)
 33 Assistant takes advantage 

of breaks (6)
 35 Smell gold? That amuses 

the Yanks (5)
 36 Forgetting name, chaff 

old woman perhaps (5)
 37 Cross and tense, Duke’s 

deputy (7)
 39 Disapprove of clubs; 

make certain to follow (7)
 40 Drop out falling here, say, 

changing extra clothes (7)

  Down
 1 Spotted picture of fern 

stalk around public library 
(7)

 2 Girl gets nothing out of 
Beethoven’s work (5)

 3 Go to change (4)
 4 Pronounces letter often 

dropped, like certain 
G&S characters (9)

 5 Shrewd to topple statue (6)
 6 Get up entertainment with 

beer – gallons (4,1,3)
 7 Depression is hard for 

Rector to break (6)
 8 Realise bin to be replaced 

is impossible to remove 
(10)

 9 Fresh condition of the 
French clarets admitted (8)

 13 Almost essential bird, 
a basic nutrient (7,1)

 22 Make an escape: it’s 
no staycation (9)

 23 Beggar once hit chap with 
broken bottle (8)

 25 Grand inhaler, bubbling 
away (8)

 26 Sort of poetry program 
welcome in special clubs 
(7)

 27 Has-been’s dreadful 
portent of death (7)

 31 Fruit drink from palm tree, 
very Italian (5)

 34 Deserves to be spoken of 
as Ashes sites (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
3 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2596, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2596: Charades 
by Fieldfare

Your kingdom come, descending from your tower,
You take your place, we pray, in space and time,
Supernal and eternal as in heaven, 
Your will decreed and realised. Heed our call, 
That we be fed the daily bread we leaven.
Forgive us each for every breach, as all 
Who have transgressed us have been blessed –  
 not met
With vengeful, hardened hearts, but pardoned.  
 Lure us
Away from vice and vile enticement; let 
No sin attract us. For your actus purus, 
By time unworn, forever born again, 
Will always reign and never wane. Amen.
Alex Steelsmith

Hey Pater! The esteemed Nirvana King!
We venerate our Parent-in-the-Sky!
But might it be expedient to try
An Us/You framework upgrade kind of thing?
If you can keep our noses nicely spruce,
Your wish – in general terms – is our command:
The deal is, we’ll (reluctantly) excuse
The ne’er-do-wells who trample on our land,
And stick to stipulations you’ve addressed,
If you’ll absolve our peccadillos, please?
Respectfully, we make one last request:
In keeping with Her Holiness, Thérèse,
Could you ensure, diurnally, we get
A serving each of turnip tartiflette?
Richard Spencer

Big Guy upstairs, beyond the clouds of white,
where Peter checks credentials at his gate;
down here we folk who see your wondrous light
request your influence on Earth. Don’t wait!
From house to house, from street to street we’ve 
 spread
your word, no matter if the ears are shut
we preached to. They’ll be toast when they are dead,
while we say, ‘Told you so!’ and smugly tut.
Just help us with our daily needs, like food,
strong ale and spirits, shelter and a cell.
To those who diss us – ‘You’re forgiven, dude!’
But likewise pardon us to sidestep Hell.
So listen up, Big Guy, inside your den
of everlastingness, stay cool. Amen!
Paul A. Freeman

Progenitor (gender unspecified),
Which art (who is?) in some celestial place,
May your name (which is unidentified)
Be holy (probably always the case).
Please see to it that everything we do
Here on the earth (and what is done up there)
Is equally acceptable to you,
And do make sure we get our daily fare.
Forgive us if we get it wrong sometimes,
Let us be nice when others with us mess.
Don’t tempt us into large or petty crimes,
And save us from all sorts of nastiness.
Your glory and your power should not go flat,
And we will always say amen to that.
Brian Murdoch

NO. 3293: YAWNING GAP

You are invited to provide an extract from 
the autobiography of a well-known public 
figure (please specify) which manages to 
make a very interesting life sound extraordi-
narily dull. Please email entries of up to 150 
words to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 29 March.
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SOLUTION TO 2593: CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 

1A, 7A, 18A, 40A, 46A and 47A are all on the new 
Elizabeth Line, which appears in the grid when 25A, 
26A and 27A are entered correctly. 

First prize  Nick Huntley, Darlington
Runners-up  John Fahy, Thaxted, Essex; 
Heather Weeks, London SW1

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

The great tradition of the Varsity match rolls on, 
ringing in the 141st edition earlier this month at 
the Royal Automobile Club in Pall Mall, London. 
Oxford were slight favourites, but the match 
finished on a knife edge. The game on board 2 
was particularly hard-fought, with both sides 
having winning chances at different stages. 
    This diagram shows the position after the 
advance 56 f4-f5, with Jan Petr (Cambridge) 
playing White. Striving to win the game, he has 
advanced his pawn to f5 instead of capturing the 
pawn on d3 (which led to a straightforward draw).

Jan Petr (Cambridge)-Emil Powierski (Oxford)
Varsity Chess Match, March 2023

White’s move would be justified by 56…a3 
57 fxe6 a2 58 e7 a1=Q 59 e8=Q, with an easy win 
with the extra knight. But in fact Black was 
handed a golden opportunity. The correct response 
was 56…Bxf5! since after 57 gxf5 a3 the pawn 
duo is unstoppable. One last throw of the dice is 
58 Nxf7 a2 59 Ng5 a1=Q 60 f7, hoping for 60…
Qf6 61 Ne6+. But 60…Qa5+! is stronger, and 
wins eventually, e.g. 61 Kxd3 Qxf5+ followed by 
62…Kd7 56…Bd5 57 Nxd3 Kd6 58 Kc3 Be4 
59 Nf2 Ke5 60 Kb4 Bc2 61 Kc3 Bb3 62 Kb4 
Kxf6 63 Ne4+ Ke5 64 Ng5 Kf6 65 Nxf7 
Even without the kingside pawns, the position 
would be drawn. White withdraws the king to a1, 
and Black’s advances will only end in stalemate. 
Draw agreed

In Competition No. 3290, you were invited 
to recast the Lord’s Prayer as a sonnet. 

The late Frank Kermode reckoned that 
any schoolboy can write a sonnet, but this 
challenge was a deceptively simple one; 
as Nick MacKinnon observed: ‘the Lord’s 
Prayer is very efficient’. 

Nonetheless, it drew a large and witty 
haul, in which some competitors chose to put 
more of their own spin on the original than 
others, making a pleasingly varied entry. 
Jennifer Zhou, Ann Drysdale, John Wood, 
George Simmers, David Silverman, Lachlan 
Rurlander and Simon May stood out, but the 
£20 prize goes to the seven below.

Our Father, Sister, Mother – gender-free
celestial deity, by all extolled,
it’s said one day you’ll visit us to see
if we conduct our lives as we’ve been told.
We pray for daily victuals – cost of living
has left us in a fine financial mess.
We’re certain that you’ll always be forgiving,
should we, mere weak and mortal souls, transgress.
We’ll follow in your steps: exonerate
our undeserving foes at any cost,
then spurn the things that tempt and fascinate
and tell the slimy Devil to get lost.
 We’ll praise your sexual ambiguity
 this day and into perpetuity.
Sylvia Fairley

Dear Parent, in the skies above sequestered,
How high we rate your great denomination!
Your perfect state? It really can’t be bested,
So bring it on – your Laws are inspiration.
Obey, say we, in these benighted groves,
As in Eternity; and round the clock
Give us some sustenance, non-Hovis loaves.
Excuse us too, when we are in the dock,
For we’ll excuse those foes who try to hurt us.
Don’t let us fall for baubles, special deals –
And save us from whatever might subvert us.
Here’s to your royal muscle: it appeals,
As does your aura. God, your thunder’s classic.
It’s everlasting, end of. Love the hassock.
Bill Greenwell

Our Father, who does up in heaven dwell, 
hallowed thy name; the Lord, Jehovah, God, 
thy kingdom come; love, peace, make all things 
 well,  
thy will be done; could You give those the nod? 
Grant us, as we through daily routines plod,  
our bread, forgiving all the sins we do, 
as we forgive each hateful, witless clod 
who makes us suffer. Don’t, we beg of You,  
throw us temptations – only one or two.  
Deliver us from evil, we implore, 
for You, in one almighty triple coup, 
win kingdom, power and glory evermore.  
O Lord, if you could look down now and then,  
please help us poor sods out a bit. Amen.
Janine Beacham

Our great parental transcendental power, 
Your very name our words proclaim sublime.

PUZZLE NO. 743

Black to play. Ponomariov-Dragnev, Serbia 2023. 
Which move allowed Black to seize his chance 
on the queenside? Answers should be emailed to 
chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 20 March. 
There is a prize of £20 for the first correct answer 
out of a hat. Please include a postal address and 
allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Rf8+ Kxf8 (or 1…Kg7 
2 Rf7+) 2 Bh6+ Ke7 3 Bg5+ with a perpetual 
check.
Last week’s winner Gladys Chadwick, Walton, 
Warrington, Cheshire

Chess 
Varsity match  
Luke McShane

Unclued lights provide three 
definitions each of a whole word 
and of its two syllables. Solvers 
should highlight the word where 
it appears on this page.

Competition 
Let us pray  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 56 f4-f5
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