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LIFE

  Across
 1 USA dealt out 

compliments (8)
 11 It’s still a healthy drink  

in spring! (7,5)
 14 Go on to take legal  

action (7)
 18 Parallel grooves are  

first adjusted (6)
 23 Irritable, like our cats  

and dogs? (7)
 24 Title father backs for 

Tarzan (3-3)
 25 Salmon, by the way, for 

fellow presenter (2-4)
 27 Example of first person  

in record book (7)
 29 University officials  

South African cricketer 
Mike’s suggested (8)

 33 Continuous story 
broadcast back in the 
Home Counties and 
London, initially (6)

 35 Resistance units – I see 
thousands (4)

 37 Seeking forgiveness 
around Goat Inn (7)

 38 Cox for Hereford, 
perhaps? (5)

 39 Endurance visiting 
Tyrone? (7,5)

 40 Some wide variety in 
Roman Chester (4)

 41 Ring for ages? (8)

  Down
 1 In the centre of a poorly lit 

uphill street (6)
 3 Intro containing Pb (4-2)

 4 Scottish confection’s 
from iPads and pills (7)

 5 Poor hirelings at end of 
lane in Moray once (10)

 6 Disorganised patriarch 
took Catholic out to area 
of Alexander the Great’s 
empire (7)

 7 A polemicist reviewed 
nuclear reactors (6,5)

 8 Put down for month on 
railway (5)

 9 Degas and Miro adapted 
Chinese characters (9)

 10 Ure’s little flies (6)
 15 Authoritative soldier’s  

in khaki, say (11)
 19 Popular clerical garb that’s 

placed in a bank (10)
 20 Don’t forget note on pay 

increase (8)
 21 Cloth from pilot at  

pottery centre (9)
 26 Cruise accepts £25 for 

Champagne, say (7)
 28 Spend time in alley (7)
 29 Some philanthropic, ardent 

starship commander (6)
 30 Old tracks to college for 

Frenchman (6)
 31 Sudden excitement from 

light snowfall (6)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
17 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2598, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2598: By any 
other name  
by Doc

The celebration table features Davis, White and 
 Grable
And Miss Stöve, who is served a double fault.
At an honorary pinch, Lilibet and Corrie’s Lynch
are invited, but are well below the salt.
 
Hitherto the most adored was First Lady Betty Ford
although many had the hots for Betty Boop.
Now in the Speaker’s chair and her own West 
 Riding hair
Betty Boothroyd calls for order and the soup.
 
She was born amid the mills dotting smoky Pennine 
 hills,
and elected as the Member for West Brom.
With a bass voice built on drags from a daily pack 
 of fags
she controlled a febrile Commons with aplomb.
 
She bellows ‘Time’s up!’ now, and tells the table 
 how
as a Tiller Girl you can’t be prim or shy.
Ms Friedan has her qualms, but the Bettys all link 
 arms
and then kick their shapely ankles to the sky. 
Nick MacKinnon

When you start work by simply typing letters
   but see a world beyond the office door;
when you aren’t cowed by class-division ‘betters’
   but have a sense of what your life is for;
when you can pass the Tiller Girls’ audition
   but notice showbiz isn’t gold but brass;
when you make Labour politics your mission
   but don’t lose sight of being a Northern lass;
When you have five attempts at being selected
   and don’t give up your fervent MP aim;
when, finally, for West Brom you’re selected
   and prove a glamorous player in the game;
when you’re the Speaker both sides love, through 
 knowing
   that Erskine May’s where everyone must sup,
then you’re a national treasure, and your going
   is deeply mourned when, in your words,  
 ‘Time’s up!’
D.A. Prince

Betty call’d me and I stood
Irresolute before her Chair;
Then she whisper’d ‘You’ll be good!’
And sitting back, she touch’d her hair;
All at once I found my voice
Though the sound of it appall’d me:
But I heard the whips rejoice –
Betty call’d me!

Betty call’d me and her bright
Eyes and smile were full of kindness;
I felt I’d regain’d my sight
After long dark years of blindness.
Say I’m silly, say I’m wet,
All I know is she enthralled me;
Say I’m sad, but don’t forget
Betty call’d me.
J.C.H. Mounsey

NO. 3295: END OF

You are invited to submit a comically appall-
ing final paragraph to the worst of all possi-
ble novels. Please email entries of up to 150 
words to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 12 April.
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SOLUTION TO 2595: THREE OF A KIND

The unclued lights each contained a letter which appeared 
three times.

First prize Janet Hill, Eastbourne, East Sussex
Runners-up Gareth Davies, Langstone, Newport, Gwent; 
Andrew Bell, Shrewsbury, Shropshire

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

The unclued lights (one of two 
words) may be paired, one past 
and one present. 
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