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LIFE

  Across
 1 Gossipy quartet of bridge 

players play at last (5)
 4 Accompanying Ford, 

Maggie’s oddly withdrawn 
(9)

 11 Duty of French king after  
a month (6)

 12 Looking happy, retired 
setter’s invading pitch (7)

 14 Benders in Tyneside 
perhaps captured in 
Loach film (5)

 15 Nirvana composer (5)
 16 Ten silent guards store  

food for livestock (6)
 22 Ale discombobulated the 

sailors of Morocco,  
perhaps (8)

 23 Old lady heard someone 
munching sorbet (7)

 27 Invent an absolutely  
round window (7)

 29 Boldness of Calvin’s 
Reformation over a year (8)

 32 Favour eating hot 
American Indian dish (6)

 34 Carpet that goes on the  
roof (5)

 35 As she’s sad, sons all 
disappeared in the van (5)

 36 Cannabis residue is found 
in hospitals (7)

 38 Finally puts batter on fish 
and tripe (10)

  Down
 2 Student and I leaving 

dictionary for old lag (2-3)
 3 Dirty Doris sadly died (6)
 4 Distinguished rapper fails 

to finish books (7)
 5 Nieces glad to get 

treatment for squint (4,6)

 6 Angrily slam WHO for 
current principle (4,3)

 7 In one’s mind, forgetting 
people count (5)

 9 Food produced in layers (4)
 13 As a rule, extremely 

uxorious friend supports 
United (7)

 15 Scottish island sits on 
neon gas (6)

 17 Perhaps lead kind of rock 
group? (5,5)

 18 Narrator of old story upset 
boring bishop (7)

 19 At home with dad, 
everyone interrupts relative 
at the same time (2,8)

 20 Cricketer Ali ran carelessly 
into supporter (5,4)

 21 Drip gripped by fury in 
bank (6)

 26 Chaps cycling backwards 
with idiots, mostly in a 
group (2,5)

 28 Encircles half of them and 
dances (7)

 30 Kind of 27 ejecting Indian 
dog (6)

 31 Heartily greet revolting 
toper full of hard spirit (5)

 33 Island nation near us 
regularly ignored sport (5)

 34 Wings of sluggish, ageing 
bird (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
20 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2594, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2594:  
Dotty + Nosey  
by La Jerezana

lest this disfigurement appal and shock.
Out, out, damned spot. To hell, where you belong.
Janine Beacham

When I consider how I spent my days
Pretending there was nothing wrong at all:
I’d make excuses in so many ways,
And pray that people wouldn’t come to call.
But, if they knocked, I’d shuffle to the loo,
And loiter while my wife told whitish lies.
I was in pain, but no one ever knew
How often I would utter anguished cries.
That’s all behind me, and, in times to come,
I’ll joke about the subterfuge I used
To hide that angry blister on my bum.
Embarrassment’s passé, now we’re amused
By talk of things from which we’d once demur –
My blister would be almost de rigueur!
C. Paul Evans

When I considered how I’d caught the clap
I asked my boss who said that she’d had Lee
on floor 14 whose wife went with a chap
she met at salsa who’d done Marjorie
while she was having quite an overlap
with Jim once he was granted his decree
from Beryl who was known to set her cap
at anything in trousers principally
the Aussie Bruce who liked his slip slop slap
in Adelaide who was inclined to see
that girl who loved that girl whose worst mishap
was to have got a nasty dose from me
and this was how I’d almost gone a year
before I caught again my gonorrhoea.
Nick MacKinnon

When I consider how my nights are spent
Trudging the stairs to satisfy my need,
Dreaming of all the pain that I have peed –
No wonder is it that I’m discontent:
And worse, how often it’s a non-event,
A wasted trek. At breakfast, it’s decreed
That I tallied seven visits. I concede.
They’re gambling on me, that is evident.
‘One day,’ I say, raw colour in my cheek,
‘These early, hurtful hours will be yours.
You too will dream of catheters. Your fate
Is ineluctable. You’ll spring a leak,
Obedient to nature’s ancient laws:
One midnight moon, you too will micturate.’
Bill Greenwell

There used to be a lot of people whom
I called my friends, and they would often visit.
But now they only want to meet on Zoom,
and they seem flustered when I ask, ‘Why is it?’
They tell me it’s not personal, that I’m
just being oversensitive, and yet
I haven’t seen them in a long, long time
except for glimpses on the internet.
Today, alas, I learned the reason why.
My doctor, when I saw her, held her nose
and stood across the room, and heaved a sigh.
I never will forget the words she chose.
Indeed, her words could not have been succincter.
‘It seems you suffer from a leaky sphincter.’
Robert Schechter 

NO. 3291: FOOD FOR THOUGHT

You are invited to provide a profile of a well-
known person (please specify) in which their 
qualities are compared to items of food or 
drink. Email entries of up to 150 words to 
lucy@spectator.co.uk by noon on 15 March.
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SOLUTION TO 2591: GET OVER IT

The theme word was FORD (in line 4), and the sets of 
unclued lights were 1A, 20, 21 (makes of car), 18, 39, 43 
(US presidents), and 11, 31, 33 (characters in The Merry 
Wives of Windsor).

First prize Sue Pounder, Ashton-under-Lyne
Runners-up Michael Moran, Penrith, Cumbria;
Lucy Robinson, London N16

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Eight unclued lights spell out the 
second half of a poem: ‘8 (4,5) 
37; 1D (6,4); 39 (3,6) 40; 10 
(3,5,2) 24 25.’ The title crypti-
cally suggests its author.

Comps_04 Mar 2023_The Spectator.indd   59Comps_04 Mar 2023_The Spectator.indd   59 01/03/2023   12:0001/03/2023   12:00


