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LIFE

  Across
 1 Tracks birds (5)
 4 Top gear when cornered? 

(6,3)
 9 So democrat organised 

convoys (10)
 11 Unfinished old sailing boat 

in Sri Lankan city (5)
 12 Expert model offer (7)
 14 Capable assistant at 

office? (5)
 15 Some Tosca villain’s 

nitpicking complaint (5)
 21 Too chill – put out 

waterproof material (8)
 22 Top professional’s critique 

of performance before 
opening night (7)

 24 Mark from outside edges 
of scimitar (4)

 25 Foolish folk back hot-tubs 
(4)

 27 Weather report? (7)
 28 Ballerina’s stance 

performed stealthily (2,6)
 34 Cooking range that’s 

popular once more (5)
 35 Dance for priestess (5)
 37 It’s too bad, tap isn’t 

broken! (4,3)
 38 Storm (fittingly), over 

Reims area generally, 
expected to start (5)

 39 Pachyderm caught iron 
horse, wandering (10)

 40 Entrusted eastern member 
in outmoded surroundings 
(9)

 41 Sign of tooth decay not 
initially comprehended (5)

  Down
 1 A putrid ghetto renovated, 

thus? (5,2-2-4)
 5 Party leader’s inner strong 

desire (4)
 6 Shady rings of shocking 

scarlet (7)
 7 Could be part of 

greenhouse palm (5)
 8 Seaman, vice and the 

drink! (8)
 10 Furniture from Cardiff 

theatrical employees (5,8)
 13 Samples periphery of the 

Italian city (7)
 19 Company tried out 

explosive (7)
 23 Frenchman’s run around 

with European traitor (8)
 26 ‘Endurance’ wrecked 

mainmast, all but one 
metre (7)

 32 Flexible willow twig will 
become dry right away (5)

 36 Scotsman with oriental 
spice (4) 

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on 27 March. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2595, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2595:  
Three of a kind  
by Doc

to suppress the natural inclination to nepotism. To 
spare the reader the anxiety of unresolved tension, 
I must immediately reassure her we located, 
infiltrated and neutered the uprising, Arbuthnot 
becoming its leader, Greenmantle. A mental 
wellbeing catch-up duly followed. 
Adrian Fry/John Buchan

O Tania! When I think of your brain, the moist 
convolution of its neural networks throbbing 
silently in the globe of your skull like the tremors of 
a uniquely powerful intelligence, do I listen to the 
coarse promptings of my prick? A thousand times 
no! My vision is filled with transcendent miracles 
of advancement of 51 per cent of humanity, I shake 
hands with Walt Whitman over the septic corpse of 
male braggartry. My consciousness burns with 
fantastic, impossible memories of the Seneca Falls 
Convention, with the militant striving of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, with images of de Beauvoir no 
longer Sartre’s whore, with proud women liberated 
from hungry wombs craving the molten discharge 
of my seed.

O Tania! We have abolished the poisonous 
American dream that fosters the cult of money and 
possessions. Let us now smash the bastions of 
phallocracy. After all, a prick is only a prick.
Basil Ransome-Davies/Henry Miller’

Bond opened the door cautiously. His eyes swept 
swiftly round the room, checking for the exits. 
Reassured, he moved forward and took his place 
at a table. 

The whist drive was already in progress. 
Bond took in the couples around him. 

Experienced players who knew the game and 
wouldn’t be afraid to take risks. He flipped open 
a new box of Maltesers and popped one into his 
mouth. It tasted good: sweet and clean and fresh as 
the honeycomb exploded in his mouth. 

An organiser came over. ‘Would you care for a 
drink, Mr Bond?’ she asked. 

Bond nodded. ‘Orangina and lemonade. Served 
at room temperature with a cube of ice and a paper 
parasol. Shaken not stirred.’ 

As she walked away, Bond noticed the slightest 
suggestion of a limp. Venus with a tiny flaw. 
Probably happened when she’d been rescuing a 
child during the Blitz. There were heroes 
everywhere.
J.C.H. Mounsey/Ian Fleming

My partner has the usual two eyes
and lips that edge her mouth (that’s what lips do).
She has a functioning body (no surprise)
and hair upon her head (like me and you).
I’ve never thought of her in floral terms –
she is, in every sense, a human being –
nor felt the need to bring up dirt and germs:
she cleans, with eco-products; she’s far-seeing.
She speaks her mind and we discuss world news
and, equally, debate what’s on TV,
diverse religions, their opposing views.
She’s rooted in today’s reality.
 Ours is a modern, liberal, woke affair,
 respectful of each other as a pair.
D.A. Prince/Shakespeare

NO. 3292: SPEAKER’S CORNER

You are invited to provide a poem to mark 
the death of Betty Boothroyd. Please email 
entries of up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.
co.uk by midday on 22 March.
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SOLUTION TO 2592: UNCLE VICTOR 

The unclued Across lights were some of the radio commu-
nications alphabet and the unclued Down lights are part of 
the current Nato alphabet, all listed under ROGER (solution 
at 16 Across) in Brewer. ‘Uncle’ and ‘Victor’ are two further 
examples from the respective alphabets.

First prize Revd John Thackray, Ipswich, Suffolk 
Runners-up Paul Harrison, Wilpshire, Blackburn, Lancs;
R.B. Briercliffe, Onchan, Isle of Man
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The unclued lights display a 
common feature, different in 
each example. Elsewhere, ignore 
an apostrophe.
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