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LIFE LIFE

compensation. 13 Bb2 Qh5 14 h4 Bf6 15 Qc2 
Nxe3 16 dxe3 The doubled pawns are not 
necessarily to White’s detriment. The goal is to 
show that the Qh5 is out of play and that the e4 
pawn may become a target. Bf5 17 Na4 I 
suspect that Ding wanted to eliminate any future 
possibility of this bishop being sacrificed on h4, 
opening up lines of attack, since the immediate 
17…Bxh4 18 gxh4 Qxh4 19 Qc3 Qg5 20 f3 
looks better for White. In fact, White’s 
misplaced knight turns out to be the greater 
problem, so an immediate counterattack with  
17 b5 looks more to the point. Bxb2 18 Nxb2 
Nc7 19 Nc4 Re6 20 Rfd1 Nd5 21 Rd4 
(see diagram) h6 Preparing g7-g5, to open the 
h-file. However, the immediate 21…g5! was 
strategically more risky, but even more 
promising. 22 Qd2 22 Rad1! was a better 
defence, preparing to sacrifice rook for knight on 
d5. The second rook will be well placed on d5. 
Rae8 23 Kh2 A clever defensive ploy, 
intending to meet 23…g5 with 24 Rh1 gxh4 25 
Kg1! But with this next move, Nepomniachtchi 
pinpoints the problem. Bg4! White’s rook can’t 
be on e1 and h1 simultaneously 24 Na5 Rf6  
25 Kg1 g5 26 Nxb7 26 b5! to undermine the 
d5 knight was the last chance. gxh4 27 Nc5 h3 
The attack is overwhelming 28 Rxe4 hxg2  
29 Rxe8+ Kg7 30 f4 For 30 Kxg2, see the 
position in the puzzle, below. Qh1+ 31 Kf2 
Qxa1 32 Kxg2 Bh3+ White resigns 

		  Across
	 1	 Spelt ‘sorry’ with an E  

in (5)
	 4	 Triangular prism arranged 

by bouncers I rejected 
(5,4)

	11	 I party, and not outside – 
not outside (6)

	12	 Ghana keeps a big person 
bound (7)

	14	 King advanced prince for 
local governing body (5)

	15	 Trendy dog to suffer (5)
	16	 Shutter obscuring 

viewfinder? (6)
	22	 Idiot’s survey of masses  

of Earth? (8)
	23	 Wagner finally topped 

wicked musical 
ornamentation (7)

	24	 Put notes into this work 
(4)

	25	 Fabric used regularly  
to make pink pants (4)

	27	 Disgusting old boy gets 
part in play (7)

	32	 Base goddess follows  
her heart (6)

	34	 Ifs could be specified  
by this conclusion (5)

	35	 Above artist following 
Seurat’s first work (5)

	36	 Sound that may inspire 
blessing in dispute, they 
say (7)

	37	 Gross plate sent back (6)
	40	 Single-material house 

made by pigs, without 
outside toilet (5)

	
		  Down
	 2	 Girlfriend who’s false 

when pressure’s on (5)

	 3	 Offshore locations when 
getting around tax (6)

	 4	 Taking a female garment 
Desmond is wearing off 
(7)

	 5	 Surprisingly short kid 
dives (10)

	 6	 Greek aspiring to work  
in India (7)

	 9	 Satirist chucking Queen  
in oven (4)

	15	 Poisoning one with belief 
in mythical force (6)

	17	 Perhaps hunting sulphur  
in red liquids (5,5)

	18	 Staff pet ferret (7)
	20	 Minced tripe together  

with inch of kidneys (9)
	21	 Rising son without 

aspiration makes Persian 
noises? (6)

	26	 Mutant rule is shown in 
book (7)

	28	 Savage Arab hit Indian (7)
	30	 Being lazy’s not very 

sporting (6)
	31	 Consultant rejects 

commercial for face-mask 
(5)

	33	 Plain vanilla nobody 
stocks (5)

	34	 They take the heat off  
the crowd? (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on 24 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2599, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2599:  
Slow to change  
by Mr Magoo

mistaken identity, one of them, I cannot recall 
which. So luckily I did not contract it, and went on 
to dash off a few more pot-boilers, all in that 
highfalutin verse they seem to like. Phew. 
Luckiest moment of my life.
Bill Greenwell/William Shakespeare

As a child I was fascinated by the world around me. 
The bus depot, the orange SELNEC buses heading 
to Ashton and Huddersfield, planes landing at 
Ringway – then stars. To get to sleep, I’d count 
stars and moons, in alphabetical order: Antares, 
Betelgeuse, Castor… I was usually asleep by 
Ganymede but once got as far as Io. I spent my 
days staring into space. It was calming. After all, 
for the most part there’s nothing in space. The odd 
thing falls into a black hole, but most of the time 
nothing much happens. Living in Oldham, I could 
relate to this. My thesis was entitled Double 
Diffraction Dissociation at Large Momentum 
Transfer, not for the alliteration or because it’s 
a haiku, but for its focus on total hadronic cross-
sections, Regge theory and therefore a pQCD 
understanding of the pomeron. Like I said, there’s 
not much to do in Oldham.
David Silverman/Professor Brian Cox

It was, some have said, foolish, arrogant, to 
challenge the oceans. I was born near Matlock, in 
landlocked Derbyshire; my parents were teachers 
not seafarers. Nevertheless, a do-it-yourself retail 
organisation sponsored my round-the-world 
expedition aboard Kingfisher I. In February 2005 
I broke the solo circumnavigation speed record. 
This pleased me and I became famous. The 
previous year, in a catamaran, again single-
handedly, I achieved the fastest time from the 
equator to Cape Horn and back. It was a long 
journey. I spent many months at sea. Upon my 
return I was appointed DBE and Hon. Lt.-Com, 
Royal Navy Reserves. President Nicolas Sarkozy 
awarded me La Légion d’honneur, which was also 
nice. These accolades made me proud. In 2003 
I founded the Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust for 
young people. I do not sail competitively any more.
Mike Morrison/Ellen MacArthur

Not all animals are equally interesting. Many, 
indeed, verge on the ‘boring’. The nondescript, 
the inactive, the frankly unphotogenic have taken 
years of my life and untold miles of film in the days 
when celluloid was an expensive commodity. The 
laborious business of filming, the trundling around 
and safeguarding of expensive equipment – and 
even more expensive operatives – along with 
complex and frequently insanitary travel 
arrangements go largely unrecorded. Scrolling 
through grainy footage, eager for any quirky 
movement or sly manoeuvre from the uncooperative 
animals in remote locations makes poor television, 
as the desk-bound arbiters of screen time constantly 
reminded me. So I salvaged what I could, piecing 
together scraps to suggest that there might be more 
to Earth than we suspect. I’m sorry no one wanted 
to film my first real ‘find’ – a previously unknown 
fossil. The wilds of Leicestershire had much to 
offer to an impressionable youth.
D.A. Prince/David Attenborough

NO. 3296: TRIPLE TIME

You are invited to provide a poem whose 
rhyme words are all at least three syllables. 
Please email entries of up to 16 lines to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 19 April.
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SOLUTION TO 2596: CHARADES 

RUNNERS (10), ANSWER (28) and MEADOW (29D) 
defined FIELD; PROVISIONS (18), MANAGE (38) and 
PASSENGER (30) defined FARE; and THRUSH (11), 
PICNIC (16) and COMPILER (20) defined FIELDFARE 
(above the grid) 

First prize Steve Reszetniak, Margate, Kent 
Runners-up Alan Norman, Impington, Cambridge 
Amanda Spielman, London SW4
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Address 		 		

		 		

		 		

	  	  

		

The forthcoming world championship match, 
which begins in Astana on 9 April, was described 
by Garry Kasparov as an ‘amputated event’. 
The abdication of Magnus Carlsen, who remains 
the world’s strongest player, is of course a 
disappointment. But the 14 game match between 
the world number 2 and 3, respectively Ian 
Nepomniachtchi from Russian and Ding Liren 
from China, remains a gripping prospect. 

Nepomniachtchi is the more aggressive and 
ambitious player, but his results are more volatile. 
In an interview in January, Carlsen stated that he 
considers Ding Liren to be ‘a little bit better’. In 
my view, Ding stands out for his capacity to 
endure tension for longer than his opponents, a 
quality which manifests in subtle ways. Suppose 
there are two captures available, but neither is 
outright good or bad, and a third option besides, 
most promising but also most complex. Less 
skilled players will consistently be tempted by 
one or the other capture, to reduce their cognitive 
burden. Ding can choose option 3 again and again, 
leaving the opponent to make the first concession.

But Ding is a newcomer to the visceral tension 
of playing for the game’s highest title. Extended 
matchplay weathers the psyche more than 
tournament play, and it is hard to imagine such a 
modest, shy character will relish the frenzy of 
media attention and clumsy questions in post-
game press conferences. Nepomniachtchi may 
have lost his match against Carlsen in Dubai, 
2021, but he at least has been through the 
experience, and appeared stronger than ever at 
the 2022 Candidates tournament in Madrid.

‘Nepo’ will start in Astana with the memory of 
winning their most recent decisive encounter. In 
Madrid he got off to a strong start, beating Ding in 
breezy style in the first round – see below.

Ding Liren-Ian Nepomniachtchi
Fide Candidates, Madrid 2022

1 c4 e5 2 g3 c6 3 Nf3 e4 4 Nd4 d5 5 cxd5 
Qxd5 6 Nc2 Nf6 7 Nc3 Qe5 8 Bg2 Na6 
9 O-O Be7 10 Ne3 O-O 11 a3 Re8 12 b4 Ng4 
An interesting pawn sacrifice. I suspect the real test 
was to grab the pawn, though after 13 Bxe4 Qh5 14 
Nxg4 Bxg4 15 f3 Bh3 16 Rf2 Black has reasonable 

In Competition No. 3293, you were invited to 
provide an extract from the autobiography of 
a well-known public figure which manages 
to make a very interesting life sound extraor-
dinarily dull. I am grateful to Sarah Drury for 
suggesting this terrific challenge. Honoura-
ble mentions, in a modest-sized entry, go to 
Sir Alec Guinness’s Spam anecdote (Jona-
than Taylor), Elon Musk’s account of found-
ing the Boring Company (John O’Byrne) 
and tales from St Paul’s tent-making days in  
Tarsus (Revd Richard Coles). The prizewin-
ners below take £25.

The Battle of Rivoli was my twenty-second 
substantial victory (for my definition of 
‘substantial’ see Appendix IV, ‘Definitions’), which 
puts me one ahead of the duc de Vendôme and only 
five behind Julius Caesar. I am advised that I killed 
up to 14,000 of the enemy, many of them with 
canister shot, with a further 11,000 captured, taking 
more than 100 guns, numerous horses and other 
matériel. Leclerc (see Appendix III, ‘People’), with 
his laconic wit, remarked: ‘That should do it!’ 
One should never become complacent, but I feel 
confident that I can extend this chain of victories, 
even against less naïve opposition, with no small 
advantage to my personal reputation, indeed, I hear 
talk of naming a street in Paris after this victory. 
The weather, meanwhile, is as damp and cold as 
Lombardy is apt to be at this time of year 
(Appendix VIII, ‘Weather’). 
Frank Upton/Napoleon Bonaparte

My life has been a series of sound investments. 
Mindful of the need for self-sufficiency, I started in 
business early, with the dependable, safe operation 
of mail orders. Moving into retail, I chose a 
lexically memorable brand name, with an 
appropriately youthful tone that helped to build 
a solid customer base. Later, railways dominated 
my portfolio, and I improved where improvement 
was needed. I learned from the occasional failed 
venture, and considered other avenues. The airline 
industry became a low-risk financial sideline, as 
I saw profit in helping the passenger experience. 
Covid inevitably caused downturns, but I managed 
to train and treat staff credibly. Over time I took an 
interest in philanthropy, supporting ecologically 
beneficial, humanitarian projects, and assessed the 
commercial potential for future means of tourism. 
While I have a good work ethic, I also enjoy 
travelling. The recipient of a knighthood, I believe 
I have done comfortably well.  
Janine Beacham/Richard Branson

Did I tell you about when I nearly caught the 
plague? No? I can assure you, it was more luck 
than judgment. I was in the middle of scribbling 
down a couple of sketches – the one about the pie 
was one of them, I think – when an old noddy 
popped into the office, and breathed all over me, 
most foully. Everyone for streets around said he 
had the plague, the coughing one, that is. But as it 
happened, he probably didn’t have the plague at all, 
for I am pretty sure I saw him in the pit at a couple 
of our performances, years later – the one about 

PUZZLE NO. 746

Black to play. A variation from the game Ding–
Nepomniachtchi, shown above. Only one move 
crowns the attack here. Which move should Black 
play? Answers should be emailed to chess@spec-
tator.co.uk by Monday 10 April. There is a prize 
of £20 for the first correct answer out of a hat. 
Please include a postal address and allow six 
weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Nd5! intending 1…h3 
2 Nf4 h2 3 Nh5! h1=Q stalemate
Last week’s winner Roderick Adams, 
Dalkeith, Midlothian

Chess 
World championship  
Luke McShane

Six unclued entries (4, 1, 2, 2, 2 
and 3 words) give a proverb (ver-
ifiable in ODQ), and the remain-
ing unclued entries (one of two 
words) give examples of a noun 
therein.

Competition 
Yawning gap  
Lucy Vickery

Black to play, position after 21 Rd1-d4

rDWDWdkd
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DWdndbdq
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