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LIFE

  Across
 8 Delaying intro, ace  

ruler (4)
 11 Posh earl pokes you 

abroad in part of eye (6)
 12 Bill eating corn in  

earnest (5)
 17 I’m leaving rupees  

for Turkic speaker (5)
 18 Cat heard in forest (5)
 19 Sally’s Samoyed’s  

caught rabies (5)
 21 Mist by lake in wood (5)
 22 A hobo, on line,  

snaps here (5)
 24 Energy field in 

Greek colony (4)
 26 Tour of e.g. Ely finished 

(3,4)
 27 A damp old caterpillar (5)
 28 Keep chatting, cutting 

king’s finger (5)
 31 Warships at sea, not 

200 cutters (3-4)
 33 Criminal hiding one’s  

cash (4)
 35 Man beset by spasm is 

heavy drinker (5)
 36 To be at sea without 

a vessel (1-4)
 38 Oscar twice training tree 

(5)
 40 Rowdy kid’s flipping  

stink (5)
 42 Spies blemishes (5)
 43 Books I see dealing 

with ear (4)
 44 Walked on transport, 

Scot’s alleged (8)
 45 Moral worth partly 

overturned (5)

 46 Liberate nurse with iron-
clad troops (6)

 47 Rector took speed (4)
 48 E.g. Cleopatra, fearlessly 

wild (4-6)

  Down
 2 Ex-PM’s call for flower 

(5,4)
 3 Cactus in north on stone 

(5)
 4 Lamb pieces? (6)
 5 Navy I see in Asian port 

(4)
 6 Sheep loves Omani bread 

(7)
 7 Son with threat to change 

direction (5-4)
 9 Section on test – 

close look’s needed (5)
 10 Nothing in crystal ewer 

or fancy porcelain (5,9)
 20 Forbidding alcohol in 

part of ship (9)
 29 Monks rating programs (6)
 32 Did father mostly drink 

wine? (5)
 34 Mess up flexible foams (6)
 37 Passed on charm and 

appeal (5)
 39 Note system of learner 

in Seat (3-2)

 41 Sleigh run in Dolgellau, 
funnily (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on 15 May. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2602, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2602:  
Rolling Stones  
by Lavatch

Sadness was turned into happiness straightaway,
Gone were my feelings of sorrow and dreariness
As was that innermost voice sighing ‘lackaday’
Brought on by arduous, burdensome weariness;
Now in my mind’s eye as dusk darkens eventide,
Here on my couch I can wipe away tearfulness
Simply remembering that scene by the waterside
And, just as then, be uplifted with cheerfulness.
Alan Millard

Go peaceful into your annihilation;
The lot of man is mute subservience.
Fate is not moved by human protestation.
 
Anger will give your life no prolongation
And tears won’t alter Fate’s indifference.
Go peaceful into your annihilation.

Rage as you will with noisy indignation;
This brief display will have no consequence.
Fate is not moved by human protestation.

Accept your end with placid resignation
And do not hope for any recompense.
Go peaceful into your annihilation.

Ignore the fools who have a fascination
For leaving life with bold belligerence.
Go peaceful into your annihilation;
Fate is not moved by human protestation.
Frank McDonald

Shall I compare you to a constellation,
Some grandeur out of Greek mythology,
A figment of rapt night-sky veneration,
Born of connect-the-dots cosmology?
Is mine a high enough imagination,
A mad enough approach to sanity,
To praise you with galactic elevation
Yet yearn for you with mere humanity?

Some points of light are cause for celebration,
While some pulse ghastlier veracity – 
Hot muzzle flashes of annihilation,
Harsh travesties of luminosity.
But every glimpse of you brings consecration
And invitation to vast exploration.
Chris O’Carroll

Is there a US resident
Without a fixed position
About their former President –
Deep love, fierce opposition?

In spite of lies and treachery –
Inflaming insurrection –
(That’s not to mention lechery),
He’s seeking resurrection.
The ‘victim’ loves publicity,
It’s clear from his demeanour,
But criminal duplicity
Is no mere misdemeanour.
 
Though lovers of autocracy
Applaud this mad farrago,
Say justice and democracy:
‘Jail Mr Mar-a-lago.’ 
Nicholas Hodgson

NO. 3299: SONGLINES

You are invited to supply a short story that 
takes as its title the title of a Beatles song. 
Email entries of up to 150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 10 May.

SOLUTION TO 2599: SLOW TO CHANGE

The proverb reads ‘A lie will go round the world while truth 
is pulling its boots on’ (19/7/29/1D/8/10) by C.H. Spurgeon. 
The unclued lights at 13, 38 and 39 are BOOTS.

First prize Janet Burke, Peterborough
Runners-up Geoff Lee, London N1
Alan Connor, Kew, Twickenham

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Three unclued lights are a musi-
cian (two words) and a quotation 
of his (four words), which sug-
gests the other six unclued lights, 
all anagrams of words of a kind 
(one of two words). 
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