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LIFE LIFE

drawing resource which follows. 69 g3 Re4  
It is worth sacrificing the a-pawn to advance 
the king to g4. 70 Rxa3 Kg4 71 Ra2 
Draw agreed. Though White is two pawns 
up, his rook is obliged to guard the second rank 
against checks. There is no way to progress.

The reigning English women’s champion found 
herself in danger in the following pawn 
endgame. For example, 42…h6 43 b6! forces 
Black to give ground, and after 43…Kg7 
44 Ke6 White will win the race. In fact, 42…
Kg7! is the only drawing move. Then 43 Ke6 
Kg6 leads to a race, where White promotes on 
b8 and black promotes on h1, with a draw.

John Emms-Lan Yao
English Championship, Kenilworth, May 2023

42…b6 This plausible move is the decisive 
mistake, because of the plan which Emms now 
executes. 43 Kg5! Kg7 44 Kh5 h6 Retreating 
the king allows Kh5-h6 and g4-g5-g6, with 
similar effect. 45 g5 hxg5 46 Kxg5 
Ultimately, Black’s king must give ground 
which costs the b6 pawn. Kf7 47 Kf5 Ke7 48 
Ke5 Kd7 49 Kd5 Kc7 50 Ke6 Kb7 51 Kd7 
Ka7 52 Kc7 Ka8 53 Kxb6 Kb8 54 Ka6 
White must go to the a-file. If 54 Kc6 Ka7! 
55 b6+ Ka8! and 56 Kc7 is stalemate. Ka8 
55 b6 Kb8 56 b7 Black resigns 

  Across
 12 One record after another 

oddly omitted rulers’ 
postscripts (9)

 13 Compact disc’s first seen 
spinning (5)

 15 Omits plan about 
philosophical belief (9)

 16 Impassioned male getting 
date wrong (6)

 20 Resin on imperfect coin 
from Sparta (7)

 21 Pangs oddly to consume 
uncooked seafood (6)

 22 VIP is out of reach (4-2)
 24 Booster rockets seen  

when north-east rivers  
are in spate (8)

 26 Face being laid back (4)
 28 Neeson regularly 

appearing in Keanu 
Reeves’ role (3)

 29 Marsh stifles river plant (4)
 32 Suspect CIA names one 

might forget (8)
 35 Press release involving 

some introductions (6)
 37 Umpire’s error about 

mobile phone’s card 
before visit (7)

 39 It’s fabulous! Goodness! 
Almost 11! (6)

 43 Confiscate trawler 
catching small fish (5)

 45 Deal with Turkey 
ultimately establishing 
pact (6)

  Down
 2 Highest points of a public 

house dispensing one ale 
(7)

 4 Poor Zoe has left home, 
after oil started to 
percolate (4,3)

 6 Another thematic character 
at church meeting (6)

 8 Figure one has only half  
a buck (4)

 9 Tank-wire woven into 
cardigans and jumpers (8)

 10 Ruhrland city’s  
distinctive nature without 
church (5)

 11 Relinquishments of  
claims about diplomatic 
errands (10)

 14 Cite hefty changes to 
desire to travel (5,4)

 17 Elf’s special ceremony (6)
 23 Clergyman’s responsibility 

at capital hotel (6)
 25 Old record by plot white 

blood cell (8)
 26 Settling an issue on 1/12  

is upsetting heartless 
Vince (8)

 30 BMX repaired by Cecil (7)
 31 Crossing in Drake’s ship 

(7)
 33 Speechless in the morning 

with Sunday crossword (6)
 36 Made-to-measure 

governor? (5)
 38 It provides the bite as 

Gooch nears another ton, 
for starters (4)

 40 Heathens oddly reveal 
Venezuelan composer (4)

 41 Jail fence’s ultimate 
punishment (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 19 
May. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2607, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2607:  
Streetwise 
by Doc 

August 1889, near Kingston upon Thames. Were 
the facts not so macabre, the scenario might have 
been thought darkly comic: a trio of young 
fellows – well-mannered, middle-class types, 
keen for a ‘lark’ albeit clueless in practical 
matters, hired a modest craft for their adventure. 
Fundamentally good-natured, they pooled their 
inadequacies amicably. Attempts at catering were 
disastrous; combined navigational skills, 
negligible. Their particular prowess lay in 
mooring, and epic sleeping, which latter proved 
their undoing. One night, a four-metre reticulated 
reptile boarded their floating home and, coiling 
itself around the slumbering crewmen, crushed 
then swallowed each victim whole.

Next day’s newspapers could not believe their 
luck: ‘Crunch, You’re Lunch!’ screamed one 
headline. ‘Triple River Tragedy!’, another. 
A national tabloid triumphantly declared: 
‘Three Men in a Boa!’
Mike Morrison/‘Three Men in a Boa’

It was my day for attracting females with 
problems I could do nothing about. The dishrag 
blonde who swore her Chinese neighbour had 
abducted and eaten her dog, the elderly Mrs 
Pulaski, who wanted the FBI to switch off 
the time machine that ruined her cooking, the 
gum-chewing secretary with a ‘suggestive, Mr 
Marlowe, know what I mean?’ boss. These I 
managed to bat away, but just as I hailed the 
thought of a lunchtime Gibson the shockwave 
walked in. 

There were already three strains of economy-
grade scent in the room, but hers trumped them 
all, the rich, penetrating aroma of high-grade 
marijuana, probably from south of the border. I 
was halfway to viper heaven myself in five seconds 
flat. Then there were her looks: a natural temptress, 
didn’t have to try. They meant trouble even before 
she asked me to find her husband’s killer. 
Basil Ransome-Davies/‘The High Widow’

One summer afternoon a young couple 
approached the village of Yokelbury Morchard. 
Egdon Heath loomed above them, dark, gloomy 
and menacing. The couple looked dishevelled, 
tired and hungry from their journey. It was the day 
of the fair and festivities were in full swing. 
Doomed maidens danced around maypoles. 
Equally doomed young men sat on gates chewing 
straw, while older folk watched the grass grow, 
counting the days until their death. The two 
strangers approached a stall selling ‘Furmity, 
Meade, Cyder and Big Chunks a’ Bread with 
Ham ’Atween’. They ordered and the man 
munched heartily while his good lady picked at 
hers with reticence. ‘Some salad cream for your 
wife?’ asked the host. ‘Done!’ answered the young 
man at once as, eminently satisfied with the 
transaction, he bade his good lady farewell and 
skipped away alone towards Casterbridge 
clutching the fateful jar of dressing. 
David Silverman/‘The Mayo of Casterbridge’ 

NO. 3304: BARD THOUGHTS

BBC Radio 4’s Taking Issue With Shakespeare 
explores whether the Bard might help us 
resolve some challenging contemporary 
issues. You are invited to submit Shakespeare’s 
reflections on a pressing issue of your choice 
(16 lines maximum). Please email entries to 
lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday on 14 June.
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SOLUTION TO 2604: SNAP 

The unclued lights are card games, as is the puzzle’s title, 
SNAP. The pair is 15A/29.

First prize Mark Rowntree, Greenwich, London SE10
Runners-up Frances Whitehead, Harrogate, N. Yorks
Alan Pink, Crowhurst, E. Sussex

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Michael Adams took first place at the Chessable 
English Championship in Kenilworth last 
weekend, winning the tournament with 6/7.  
In the third round, he was on the ropes in the 
endgame against Mark Hebden, but survived after 
several unexpected twists. In the diagram position, 
Adams has two plausible captures available but 
surprisingly, neither is the best move. Instead 62…
Nc4! is best, thanks to the unfortunate situation of 
White’s knight: 63 Re2+ Kd4 64 Nxa4 Rxa3 65 
Nb2 Ra2 and the pin recovers material.

Mark Hebden-Michael Adams
English Championship, Kenilworth, May 2023

62…Rxa3 This move attempts to improve upon 
62…Rxc3 63 Rxb2 Rxa3 64 Rb4! when a future 
Ra3-a1 and a4-a3 will allow White’s rook to 
move to a4, taking up its optimal position behind 
the pawn on the a-file. By capturing the pawn 
first, Adams tries to situate his own rook to the 
side of his passed a-pawn, which gives more 
opportunities for counterplay against White’s 
kingside pawns. 63 Rxb2 Overlooking a 
winning tactic: 63 Re2+! Kf5 (other king moves 
allow Nd5+/Nb5+ and Rxb2) 64 Nb5! Ra2 (since 
64…Rb3 allows 65 Nd4+) 65 Nd6+ Kg6 66 Nc4 
a3 67 Nxa3 and with two extra pawns, White 
wins. Rxc3 64 Rb5+ Kf6 65 Ra5 a3 Black’s 
rook can do several jobs from c3, so now the 
draw is within reach. 66 h4 Kg6 67 Ra6+ Kf5 
68 Ra4 Re3 A clever move, anticipating the 

In Competition No. 3301, you were invit-
ed to delete one letter in the title of a well-
known novel and provide an extract from the 
new work. 

This one pulled in the punters. Highlights 
included Russell Chamberlain’s All the Pretty 
Hoses and Ralph Bateman’s Bleak Hose: 
‘Water everywhere. Water up the river, where 
it flows among green aits and meadows; 
water down the river, where it rolls defiled 
by untreated sewage. It was the wettest of 
times, it was the driest of times, it was a time 
of floods, it was a time of drought, it was the 
age of incompetence…’. There were also 
entertaining twists on George Orwell’s Nine-
teen Eighty-Four, which saw Winston Smith 
transported back to the Roman Empire.

But in another fiercely contested week, 
these excellent offerings were elbowed out 
of the winning line-up by the entries printed 
below, which earn their authors £30 each.

To Stank, a Wiltshire hamlet, to officiate at a 
Tribunal Witchfinder Praisegood hath convened in 
pursuance of a coven thereabouts. ’Tis customary 
witches be of dry and spinsterly aspect, yet these 
women, long if unenthusiastically espoused, 
proved garrulous and of an unsettling fleshy 
demeanour. Witchfinder Praisegood bade them 
bare their swollen bellies, declaring them parodic 
of motherly gravidity. Further, the Tribunal heard 
them gurgling in what Witchfinder Praisegood 
did inform us was a wordless, almost masculine 
Satanic tongue productive, at every utterance, 
of a foul gas. Before Praisegood could proceed 
to humiliating himself further by raising such 
matters as the excessive physical clumsiness 
and licentious sensuality of these women, I did 
intercede, observing they were merely drunk, an 
allegation they denied with incriminating slurs. 
The brewing of beer proved their sole alchemical 
achievement, its gluttonous consumption their 
only sin. I freed them, sentencing that pious fool 
Praisegood to seven pints.
Adrian Fry/‘The Old Wives Ale’

There were other men in the field, there had been 
other men before, but now Connie had eyes only 
for one. She caught the faint, grassy scent of the 
outfield. And then, being so still and alone, she 
seemed to slip into the current of her own proper 
destiny. She had been fastened by a rope; now she 
was free. She thought back to those evenings in 
the nets, when far in front of her the stumps 
parted and rolled asunder, in long, fair-travelling 
curls, and ever, at the quick of her, the bails flew 
further and further, till suddenly, in a soft, 
shuddering convulsion, she was gone. She was 
gone, she was not, and she was born: a bowler. 
As she approached the climax of her run-up, she 
remembered Mellors’s advice: ‘It’s all about the 
way you curls your fingers about the balls.’ 
A.H. Harker/‘Lady Chatterley’s Over’

The world of zoology was dumbstruck: surely this 
could not happen in Britain? Yet it did, in late 

PUZZLE NO. 754

White to play and mate in two moves. Composed 
by David Murray Davey, the Tablet, 1946. Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 
5 June. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Nxg6! wins. 1…Qxg6 2 
Rxe8+ Qxe8 3 Nf6+, or 1…Rxe1 2 Nh6+ Bxh6 3 
Ne7+ Kf7 4 Nxf5, or 1…hxg6 2 Rxe8+
Last week’s winner Mark Jenkins, Cardiff

Chess 
English Championship  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights (three com-
ing first and one coming last, two 
pairs and four of two words) are 
of a kind.

Competition 
Cut out  
Lucy Vickery

Black to play, position after 62 Nd5-c3

Black to play, position after 42 Ke5xf5
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