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LIFE

  Across
 11 Three-sided rig with 

natural fitting (10)
 13 Ribald cop breaking PC’s 

temporary storage? (9)
 15 At heart, the Lion  

joined by a Lamb (4)
 16 Round wooden peg in  

face having twofold 
symmetry (7)

 17 Endorsement secured  
by small firm backing 
antenatal centres (7)

 19 Spanish fascist pals  
hating faults (10)

 21 Article on about  
financial backer (5)

 28 Old guide finally dies – 
RIP when lowered? (5)

 30 Second genius got  
cryptic hint (10)

 33 Millions in international 
alliance that can’t fly? (3)

 35 In which you might make 
Derby game by railway (7)

 36 Disease one measures in 
China’s international 
capital (7)

 38 Tomfoolery involving 
regularly faulty study 
of data (9)

 39 Sexually arousing retro 
type of film received 
Swedish money (10)

  Down
 1 Recording devices 

adjusted to access timers 
(14)

 2 New barriers missing right 
sort of fastenings (8)

 3 Pretentious expression  
of contempt follows 
success (6)

 4 Austrian bread, once cold, 
put into mostly coarse 
layers (9)

 5 They’re expected when 
splitting activators, off 
and on (5)

 6 Obstruct whale – that’s  
not in Will’s character (8)

 7 Highly excited English 
sequence in melody (5)

 8 Tone of white 
supremacists ultimately 
appalling (5)

 9 Advocates of three-way 
agreement subsequently 
pressed by judges? (14)

 12 The Bard’s to lift up 
stupid person lying across 
main road (6)

 14 Amid the greatest, no 
good breaks (6)

 20 Lush Pacific salmon eaten 
by everybody I see (9)

 22 Socialist set to infiltrate 
Eastern Poles (6)

 23 Stopped endless refusal 
getting spread about (8)

 25 Old philosophical 
doctrine uses sin to 
corrupt maiden (8)

 29 Taiwan chopping  
sheltered tree (6)

 31 African gangster is toast, 
disheartened when 
pulled up (6)

 32 Small and elegant sail 
hoisted – where in 
La Manche? (5)

 34 Lower digger in sound (5)
 35 Methedrine with cocaine  

– foul (5) 

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on 22 May. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2603, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2603  
by CheeseCracker

of intellectual and musical genius. Clearly 
schizophrenic, the patient constantly fabricates 
connections between unrelated if observable 
phenomena; the shortness of my cigar stub and 
disrepair of my marriage an instance. Taking a 
family history revealed a rivalry with an older 
brother notable for far superior intelligence and 
a suite of his own psychiatric conditions including 
extreme fatigue, social isolation and a compulsive 
eating disorder. The patient subsists at the margins 
of the law, combining the observational and 
performative skills of the mentalist with an 
autodidact’s enthusiasm for the deployment of 
arcane data, retailing outré theories to credulous 
individuals sometimes including the police. The 
prognosis? Uncontrolled mania if not immediately 
sectioned to an asylum where calmatives can be 
administered hourly. A countersigning colleague, 
Professor Moriarty, is in fulsome concurrence.
Adrian Fry/Sherlock Holmes

The patient seemed, throughout our consultation, 
halfway between a soporific state and raving mania, 
a logorrhoeic, multilingual burble seeming to swirl 
about as much as from him, overcomplicating his 
multiple personality disorder. The manifestation of 
these personalities was imprecise, as if the patient 
were dipping randomly into a dressing-up box of 
ill-remembered childhood heroes and villains, 
switching between identities, at times, within the 
space of a single sentence. One minute he seemed 
to be disgraced politician Charles Parnell, the next 
Finnegan, a folkloric giant. Scraping away the 
patient’s many nonsensical delusions – he 
imagines himself wed to a watercourse of some 
accomplishment as a belletrist – I sought the real 
man, a provincial publican with bickering sons and 
a daughter for whom he harbours the incestuous 
desire usual in a case study of this kind. I prescribed 
bromide and strong coffee, further consultations 
likely only to encourage repetition of  
the performance.
Russell Chamberlain/HCE

If ever there was a mind you could not unlock, it 
must be JB’s. His powers of resistance and denial 
are exceptional, as though he has been practising 
pretence and duplicity for years. Outwardly, he is 
a mature sophisticate with epicurean tastes and 
wide international experience. His confidence is 
unabashed, as is his oddball, narcissistic sense of 
humour (he proclaimed that he would be ‘neither 
shaken nor stirred’ by my diagnosis). The referral 
included scant personal detail. I understand that 
he is in government service and a widower but little 
else, so I ask the usual analyst’s question: what is  
he hiding? My concern is that he is concealing a 
pathological secret by both a frozen affect and 
sensual debauchery, i.e. a high-functioning 
psychopath. I have to call it an educated guess but  
I believe that he has killed at least once and may 
kill again.
Basil Ransome-Davies/James Bond

NO. 3300: BRUNCH WITH BYRON

Anthony Brode wrote ‘Breakfast with 
Gerard Manley Hopkins’.You are invited 
to describe in verse of up to 16 lines a meal 
of your choice – elevenses, high tea, Nando’s 
– with a well-known poet, living or dead 
(please specify). Please email entries to 
lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday on 17 May.
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SOLUTION TO 2600: PULLING POWER

The unclued LIGHTS are horse-drawn carriages.

First prize Katherine Gwynne, Topsham, Devon
Runners-up Ben Stephenson, Ruswarp, N. Yorks; 
William Hare, London SE4 
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Puzzle 26 is 6A 18 40 1A 27 40 
6A 41 6A 37 40 24 10 40 6A.
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