
the spectator | 10 june 2023 | www.spectator.co.uk 5958 the spectator | 10 june 2023 | www.spectator.co.uk

LIFE LIFE

Povilas Lasinskas–Keith Arkell
ECU Senior Championship 50+, 2023

55… Ka6! 56 Qg7  A mistaken attempt to 
prevent what follows, which Arkell ignores, 
seeing that his king will be safe on c4. 56 h6 
was a more challenging alternative. But after 
56…Kb5 57 h7 (or 57 e7 Rb2! prepares Qe8-
a8-a1) 57…Qa8 58 h8=Q Ra1+ 59 Kh2 Qa2+ 
60 Ng2 Qb1 61 Kh3 Nf2+ 62 Kg3 (or 62 Kh2 
Qg6!) 62…Qg6+! 63 Kxf2 Ra2+ and mate 
follows. Kb5 57 Qxb7+ Kc4  White’s queen is 
overworked, and cannot guard g8 and a8 
simultaneously. 58 Qf7 Qa8 59 e7 Qa4 60 
Ng2 Ra1+ 61 Kh2 Qd1 White resigns since 
62 Kh3 Qh1+ 63 Kg4 Qxg2+ wins quickly.

In the over-fifties championship, Arkell 
finished in a seven-way tie for first place on 
6.5/9, narrowly missing out on a medal with 
an unfavourable tiebreak score. John Nunn 
was top seed in the over-65s championship, 
and took the gold medal with the strongest 
tiebreak from a group of five players on 7/9. 
One other member of that group was the 
strong English amateur Terry Chapman, who 
could count himself unfortunate only to be 
awarded fourth place on tiebreak. 

The puzzle is taken from Nunn’s final 
round win against Nona Gaprindashvili, the 
Georgian former women’s world champion.

  Across
 1 Left old murder victim  

in slip (5)
 10 An historic fancy  

Greek vestment (10)
 11 Snowdrift BBC DG  

once reported (6)
 14 Runs into show behind 

dimwit (5)
 15 Good spicy food omitting 

cold fish offal (5)
 16 On a pump, perhaps  

repair electronic failure  
to turn (6)

 22 So, LBW and run out 
delayed reaction (4,4)

 23 A silly me hides in 
extremely high tree (4-3)

 27 Group of stars missing 
king’s refined irony (7)

 29 Rude Spanish guy 
uncovered tirade (8)

 32 Worker mostly dependent 
upon backing (6)

 34 Late birds dance without  
it (5)

 35 Conservative avoiding 
dirty red (5)

 37 Bill’s pouch having 
backdated penny? (6)

 38 Keep camera trained, 
finding dove? (10)

 40 Pipe valley running 
through Britain (5)

  Down
 2 Intermittently hare-brained 

poetic visionary (5)
 4 They repeat base tasks 

with delayed runs (7)
 5 Making much of 

revolutionary PM’s 
no good (10)

 6 Former lover of father,  
one that’s negatively 
charged (7)

 7 Rout out second large 
moulding (5)

 8 Drummer sporting ever so 
terribly small garment (9)

 9 Modify state lines (4)
 13 Department enthralled by 

Shakespeare’s sonnets (7)
 15 Old German crosses 

Westminster court (2,4)
 17 Dutch artist academy  

dealt with ma’am badly 
(4-6)

 18 Mostly blend chilli 
without heating pasta (7)

 20 Unknown gunk over  
E. coli loosely related to 
mass of bacteria (9)

 21 When naked, run a risk 
chopping trees (6)

 26 Seabird found by sailor  
on boulder (7)

 28 Smooth expert nets fish 
(4,3)

 31 Northern Dutch settler 
hides blunder (5)

 33 Swelling, more and more 
grim, finally advanced (5)

 34 Rubbish half of dull term 
in work (4) 

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
26 June. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2608, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2608: Support  
by CheeseCracker 

My appetite is hearty and I like to eat a mutton whole
And there’s a scarlet flower always peeking from my
 buttonhole
You may be charmed to hear that I possess a rich
 and mellow tone
I own a private letterbox and latterly a telephone.
 
If you succumb, you need not fear that I turn out
 tyrannical
For in my acts of passion I am never puritanical
Surprise me when I’m bashful and observe me as 
 I coyly start
Though not, I beg, when I am trading words with
 Mr D’Oyly Carte
I own a Tintoretto and a Maes, whose art had style
 and zing
And watch me clear the floor to dance an 
 Eightsome Reel or Highland Fling
I’m whistle-clean and fragrant – for no gentleman
 is soapier
And if you love a library, mine is a cornucopia…
Bill Greenwell/W.S. Gilbert

Name: Sam. Sex: if unavoidable. Height: 
unexpectedly variable according to age. 
Appearance: gaunt as Easter Island statuary.  
Likes/dislikes: irrelevant. Purpose: Nil. Except. 
Except I seek another, despite futility of endeavour. 
Why? Amelioration in part or whole of loneliness 
during portion – precise duration to be determined 
– of indefinite deathward trudge. Someone, in 
short, else. With whom to exchange silences, share 
turnips (else carrots), fail to stave off that which 
cannot be staved off, only hastened and even then, 
with insufficient reliability. Desired properties of 
other: alone as self, if possible, so as to facilitate 
mutuality of experience. Unaffianced or of long-
standing viduity. What might we not do together? 
Not play chess, for example. Not drink Irish 
whiskey. Not admire the landscape paintings of 
Jack B. Yeats. Not gaze into the temporary infinities 
of one another’s eyes. Click to connect with me. 
Connect to click with me. 
Adrian Fry/Samuel Beckett

Young and easy, happy as the grass is green and 
prince of the apple towns: irresistible male, bard 
and cherubic bawd, heedless and carefree, all too 
ready to embrace a woman willing to run all the 
sun long through the hayfields high as the house, 
lovely as water – but not too watery in the wanton 
waywardness of Welsh whisky-down ways. 

My appetite for Time’s playthings is only 
restrained by lacking all that is golden in the mercy 
of his means but with your gold we could be 
honoured among foxes and pheasants, drunk through 
all the lamb white days. I will write you dreaming 
wicked by the jolly-rodgered sea down the valleys 
of the windfall light if you will bring the means to 
mirror the magic and majesty of our bottle-bobbing 
billygoat where the mornings are all singing. 

Boathouse (sleeps two) though sleep is far from 
my thoughts. Say yes.
D.A. Prince/Dylan Thomas

NO. 3305: SONNET ON SONNETS

You are invited to submit a sonnet entitled 
‘Sonnet On Famous And Familiar Sonnets’. 
Please email entries to lucy@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 21 June.
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SOLUTION TO 2605: WAY TO GO!   

The unclued lights can all be followed by STREET.

First prize Ken Rae, Nordstrand, Wadbister, Shetland 
Runners-up Colin Boyce, Heathfield, East Sussex
Margaret Lusk, Fulwood, Lancs 
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Address     

    

    

    

  

One of the quirkier books on my shelf is titled 
Kingwalks: Paths of Glory (Seirawan & Harper, 
2021, Russell Enterprises). King safety is a 
fundamental imperative for chess – after all, 
checkmate is the aim of the game – so the 
exceptions where that instinct is best overridden 
tend to be rather appealing. Probably the most 
famous example is the game Short-Timman, 
from Tilburg 1991, in which England’s future 
world championship challenger marched his 
king far into enemy territory to assist with a 
mating attack. But Kingwalks identifies plenty 
of other possible motives for these adventures. 
King evacuations (vertically, or horizontally) in 
the face of an attack are common, but a king 
might also run away to prepare an aggressive 
pawn storm on the wing it has vacated. Or a 
king may act boldly in anticipation of an 
exchange of queens. 

By default, kings get tucked away near 
corners for their own safety, so it is unusual to 
see a king needing to get out of the way of its 
own pieces. Elaborate manoeuvres are 
extremely rare, such as in the game Oll-
Hodgson, Groningen 1993, in which Julian 
Hodgson moved his king from g8-h7-g6, 
clearing a path for Rd8-h8-h5-f5.

But a curious case arose in the following 
game from the ECU Senior Championships, 
which concluded in Acqui Terme last weekend. 
Almost 20 moves earlier, White sacrificed a 
rook and hounded Keith Arkell’s king from the 
kingside all the way to a7. Now it is safe, and 
Arkell remains a rook up, but both players were 
down to about a minute or so, and it remains 
far from obvious how to combat the passed 
pawns on h5 and e6. 55…Nd2 looks tempting, 
but 56 Qg7 dodges Nd2-f3+ and prepares to 
trundle the h-pawn forward. Careful analysis 
shows some subtle ways to win, e.g. 55…Qg8+ 
56 Ng6 appears to restrain the queen, but then 
56…Qd8 57 e7 Qd7! 56 e8=Q Qg4+ and mate 
follows. 

But Arkell’s solution was no less effective. 
Noticing that his queen might instead enter the 
game down the a-file, he took a radical step to 
enable that.

In Competition No. 3302, you were invited 
to compose a dating app profile for a writer 
of your choice. 

To mark the centenary last year of Philip 
Larkin’s birth, the poet Imtiaz Dharker wrote 
‘Swiping left on Larkin’ in which she imag-
ined how, given his complicated relationship 
with intimacy, the poet would present him-
self on such an app. This led me to wonder 
how other writers might set themselves apart 
in the online dating scrum. 

A shout-out to Paul A. Freeman’s Kipling 
(‘If you can eat steak rare when all about you/ 
Are ordering their sirloins darkly singed…’)’ 
and Max Ross’s Wordsworth (‘Sadly I wan-
der lonely as a cloud/ And so I seek some kind 
companionship…’). Nick MacKinnon, Sue 
Pickard, Paul D. Amer and Philip Roe also 
caught my eye, but the winners earn £30.

That affairs of the heart may call on wellsprings of 
spontaneous emotion is not to be doubted. Ardour 
has its place. Yet how incautious we are if we jump 
at the promptings of what may well be an ignis 
fatuus – that is, a strong but ephemeral attraction, 
one might even say a gamble – such as the social 
mix inevitably throws up. Thus why not submit 
myself to the indelicacy of a catalogued auction 
mart, so to speak, where the appraisal of personality 
can be studious and distant? 

Friends whisper that risk can never be eliminated 
even by a ‘dating culture’ with its own lexicon 
of protective codes. Forthrightness demands the 
admission that it can reduce jeopardy, with the added 
commendation that it promises to be of paramount 
service to the single gentleman fatigued by the 
orthodox round of visits and occasions who wishes 
to ‘hook up’ with kindred souls.
Basil Ransome-Davies/Henry James

Heaven-bent, I yearned to be alone,
Sole-minded, and in my passion all-obsessed –
In prayer and honest toil my soul was blest!
Yet now my yen for solitude has flown.
 
Before I grasped God’s grandeur – my vocation –
I praised the skylark and the nightingale;
Today my prayer-filled, Popish words entail
Days spent in heaven-enforcéd isolation.
 
I’m racked with demon-doubts, I fear I’m gay,
Close-folded peace has given way to strife,
My heart is drown’d in dread lest I should stray.
 
I seek a chaste companion, not a wife
But one who’ll turn the fall of dark to day
And bring some joy to my tormented life.
Sylvia Fairley/Gerard Manley Hopkins

I am the very model of a 19th-century gentleman
My smile reveals that I subscribe to what you’d call 
 a Dental Plan
I love a woman’s company, my chat is never saccharin
I’m very energetic though my working life is knackerin’

PUZZLE NO. 755

White to play. Nunn-Gaprindashvili, ECU Senior 
Championship, Acqui Terme 2023. The former 
women’s world champion Gaprindashvili has just 
played 16...Nc6-a5. Which move did Nunn play 
to capitalise on this mistake? Answers should be 
emailed to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 12 
June. There is a prize of £20 for the first correct 
answer out of a hat. Please include a postal address 
and allow six weeks for prize delivery.
Last week’s solution 1 Rg2! Then 1…Kf3 2 
Qa8# or 1...Kf5 2 Qe5# or 1…Kd5/d3 2 Qd4#
Last week’s winner Emmett Smith, Caterham, 
Surrey

Chess 
Over the top  
Luke McShane

Ten symmetrically placed un-
clued lights can be entered given 
consistent support.

Competition 
Love me do  
Lucy Vickery

Black to play, position after 55 Ng6-f4
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