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LIFE LIFE

satisfying countercheck in 2 Rf5+, which is 
also mate. Other defences with neat responses 
are 1…Rg8 2 Rg5# or 1…Re8 2 Re5#. But  
1…Rc8! is an unexpected snag, when White 
has no immediate mate, since the analogous 
line fails to deliver instant mate: 2 Rdc5+ Rc6! 
The alternative hypothesis, 1 Rd1!, turns out to 
be more satisfactory. Other moves are met in 
similar fashion as before, while the defensive 
try 1…Rd8 is refuted by 2 Rcd6#.

The position shown below was not composed 
by Lipton but is the starter problem for the 
Winton British Chess Solving Championship,  
an annual competition. White must force mate 
in two moves, against any defence. (White 
moves, then Black moves, then White delivers 
checkmate.) 

    Send entries to winton@theproblemist.org 
by 31 July. Only the first move is required. 
Successful entrants qualify for a postal round, 
so do include a name and address. Mark your 
entry ‘The Spectator’. Those who were under 
18 on 31 August 2022 must give their date of 
birth. For more details about the competition, 
visit www.spectator.co.uk/winton. For more 
information on the rich world of problem-
solving, visit theproblemist.org. The website 
has an excellent section titled For Beginners, 
in which the ‘Two-Move Secrets’ section may 
provide inspiration.

  Across
 1 All omelettes cooked with 

pesto and chives, first (8,3)
 7 Furtwängler finally  

reveals this wood (3)
 11 A few words from Romeo 

in poor shape (6)
 13 Athlete swallows one 

more fluid (7)
 15 New name given to one 

strait (5)
 16 Look in morass for 

criminal (5)
 17 Tufts of wool giving 

female bad colic (6)
 18 Damage ground, parking 

in it (5)
 20 Waterweed from East 

Anglian drainage channel 
surrounding open ditch (6)

 21 Confused in the main (2,3)
 22 Liveliness in progress (7)
 30 Introduction to Romance 

language round Spain (4,2)
 32 ‘The real’ Star Trek 

character (5)
 36 A thousand left work, 

returning for the dance (5)
 37 Dean regularly hands 

round old register (5)
 38 Tries on pants off the  

shelf (2-5)
 39 Weren’t accustomed to 

three-quarters of rioting 
students (6)

 40 Diary’s regular date (3)

  Down
 1 With foot sore Gracie 

comes to Iowa’s extensive 
farming areas (10)

 3 Asserted one’s right to 
lilac maid replanted (4,5)

 5 Asian pastries saint and 
prophet like (7)

 6 Dry duck takes in energy 
drink (8)

 7 Tedium suggested by 
French playwright (5)

 8 Graduate – popular 
principal (4)

 9 Build new quarter in 
capital (6)

 10 Love pleasant place for 
topping – but it’s of no  
use now! (2,3)

 14 Wandering having gone 
off (12)

 19 Tropical fruit one gets 
diced by servant (10)

 21 Hors d’oeuvre from Spain 
a tot ordered (9)

 23 Offer help and try to 
establish friendly relations 
(5,3)

 24 It shows the way to 
authenticate mail (8)

 26 Pay a quick visit from the 
States for bridge (7)

 28 I never troubled the 
department (6)

 31 Minor thespian’s point (5)
 35 Drop live commercial (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
31 July. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2613, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2613: Way off  
by Doc

Let’s have a dirge for Silvio Berlusconi,
A magnate from the land of macaroni.
Frank McDonald

Tax frauds, bribing, what a stack
of allegations – got the sack.
Bunga, bunga. Pausa lunga
then, good God, they brought him back.
 
Basement parties, all the rage,
signorinas, underage.
Bunga, bunga. Pausa lunga,
back he came to take the stage.
 
Little doubt corruption pays,
but then the parting of the ways.
Bunga, bunga. Pausa lunga,
back again – oh, happy days!
 
Now, in whatever hell he’ll burn
it’s still a matter of concern:
no Bunga, bunga, pausa lunga –
pray, this time, he won’t return.
Sylvia Fairley 

Who was Silvio, who was he,
This Signor Berlusconi?
A major politician, or
Maybe a burlesque only?
 
It seems that he would get involved
In any kind of party,
A true Italian, out of the
Commedia dell’arte.
 
He thought that he was Harlequin
But he grew rich and louche,
And ended up as Pantaloon
Mixed up with Scaramouche.
 
Well, peace be on his re-thatched head,
And no self-righteous frowns!
Not only Italy elects
Crooks, charlatans or clowns.
Brian Murdoch

How doth the bunga-bunga boy
Invite the girls to play?
What favours may the boy enjoy,
What unattired display?

How doth the Mussolini fan-
Club president explain
That he, though strong, is not a man
Who flexes to cause pain.

How doth the cruise-ship crooner grow
To be a sports tycoon
On whom the Muses can bestow
A catchy football tune?

How doth the tarnished Silvio
Enliven Italy?
Tax dodges with a hot sideshow
And lukewarm penalty.
Chris O’Carroll

NO. 3210: WHO’S AFRAID OF AI?

You are invited to submit a horror story on 
the theme of artificial intelligence. Please 
email entries of up to 150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 26 July.
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SOLUTION TO 2610: 700

Each of the unclued lights (with the pair at 15/26) includes 
D C C (= 700).

First prize Rosamund Campbell, Woodstock, Oxon 
Runners-up J. Smithies, Vale, Guernsey
William Devison, Shaldon, Devon

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

‘Lipton’s writing is characterised by its rigour, and 
though his working through of alternative 
hypotheses can be demanding for the reader, his 
positions are always stated with great clarity’. That 
line is taken from an obituary of Michael Lipton, 
published in the Financial Times, who died in 
April at the age of 86. Lipton was a development 
economist whose early work was based upon a 
close observation of farming techniques of the 
rural poor. Rather disarmingly, the CV on his 
website attributed his education to ‘the people of 
Kavathe village, Satara district, Maharashtra, 
India 1965-66’ right after Haberdashers’ School, 
Balliol College, Oxford and MIT.

But Lipton was also a prolific and 
accomplished composer of chess problems, and 
a former president of the British Chess Problem 
Society (BCPS). The July issue of The Problemist, 
the BCPS magazine, carries two articles in tribute, 
and one cannot help noticing that ‘rigour and 
alternative hypotheses’, central to Lipton’s 
academic work, are also prominent in his elegant 
compositions. Take the diagram below, which is 
White to play and mate in two moves. 

The alignment of the Bb7 and Kh1 is 
significant, but most rook moves fall short as the 
bishop is vulnerable to capture. For that reason, 
withdrawing a rook to the first rank (c1 or d1) 
looks plausible, so that 2 Kf1-f2 would deliver 
mate by discovered check along the first rank. But 
which rook? Examining 1 Rc1 Rf8+, White has a 

In Competition No. 3207 you were invited to 
submit a verse obituary of Silvio Berlusco-
ni. The Italian former prime minister who, 
despite sex scandals and court battles, man-
aged three stints as PM, died last month aged 
86. His more startling gaffes included sug-
gesting that Abruzzo earthquake survivors 
see their situation as ‘a weekend of camping’ 
and describing Obama as ‘young, handsome 
and tanned’. The winners, printed below, 
pocket £30 each.

Singular Silvio, Italy’s serial populist leader and 
 prime-ministerial 
Demagogue basked in the glow of funereal 
 dignity, peacefully lying in state,
Though one could picture him post-existentially 
 barking at archangels unreverentially,
Somewhere near Limbo but unpenitentially 
 keeping things raucous and carnivalesque.

Now’s not the time for a crisp analytical, slightly 
 judgmental or modestly critical 
Tone when assessing the more-than-political 
 ramifications of Silvio’s fate; 
Try not to mention his cynical pandering, bullying, 
 bribing and scurrilous slandering,
Or to opine if you found his philandering often 
 disturbing and sometimes grotesque.

Strive not to dwell on his gross incivility, carnal 
 excesses and want of humility
And, though perhaps with a sense of futility, make 
 no allusion to Rome very Late;
Never mind scandals that made him seem weaselly, 
 dubious power plays carried out sleazily,
Facelifts and transplants of hair that can easily 
 make a man look a bit mannikin-esque. 

This is the time when we ought to exclusively 
 focus on singing his praises effusively,
Not letting facts and his record intrusively keep us 
 from deeming some shred of him great;
Now’s not the moment to vent psychologically, 
 pen a philippic or rant pedagogically,
Or to be joking that, etymologically, 
 Berlusconismo is linked to burlesque.
Alex Steelsmith 

Let’s have a dirge for Silvio Berlusconi
Born with a streak of passion in his hair,
A magnate from the land of macaroni.

He might have earned the title Al Caponi
For being Italy’s famous racketeer.
Let’s have a dirge for Silvio Berlusconi.

Always as playful as a Shetland pony
He romped through many a torrid love affair,
A magnate from the land of macaroni.

He little gained for being Putin’s crony,
His comrade and a fellow millionaire.
Let’s have a dirge for Silvio Berlusconi.

Doubtless, at last he found success is phoney
And fame as unsubstantial as the air.

PUZZLE NO. 760

White to play and mate in two moves. Composed 
by Michael Lipton, the Jerusalem Post, 1960 
Answers should be emailed to chess@spectator.
co.uk by Monday 17 July. There is a prize of £20 
for the first correct answer out of a hat. Please 
include a postal address and allow six weeks for 
prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Rf8+! Kg7 2 Rg8+ Kf7 
3 d8=N+ Ke7 4 Re8+ Kd6 5 Nf7+ and at least 
Rxe2 to follow.
Last week’s winner Richard Hazell, Tickhill, 
South Yorks

Chess 
Mate in two  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights (one of two 
words), all verifiable in Brewer, 
precede a word which appears as 
an abbreviation four times in the 
lower right-hand quadrant of the 
completed grid. Solvers should 
highlight all four examples. 
Ignore two apostrophes.

Competition 
The Italian job  
Lucy Vickery

White to play and mate in two. 
WBCSC Starter Problem 2023-2024

Mate in two. Lipton, De Waarheid 1966
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