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LIFE LIFE

hoping to round up the b-pawn soon after. Nxa1 
19 Bxa1 Qxa5 20 Qc3 Qxc3 21 Bxc3 Rcb8 
22 Nd4 e5 It is hard to resist the chance to 
remove the b5 pawn, but this allows the Black 
pawn chain to be broken up. Better was 22…
Bc5 23 Rb1 Ra3 24 Ne2 f6, with a tense fight 
ahead. 23 Nf5 Bf8 24 Bxe5 Rxb5 25 g4 g6 
26 Nd4 Rb2 (see diagram) 27 Nb1 The key 
idea. 27 N2f3 was more natural, but after 27…
Raa2 White has no clear plan, and the passed 
c-pawn must always be reckoned with. Bg7 
Better was 27…Ra1 28 Nc3 Rxf1+ 29 Kxf1 
Bg7 30 Bxg7 Kxg7 31 Nxd5 since the exchange 
of a pair of rooks significantly improves Black’s 
chances. 28 Bxg7 Kxg7 29 Nc3 Ra5 30 Rd1 
Rb6 31 Nde2 A dream blockade for White, 
and the d5-pawn must fall. Rb3 A clever 
defence, hoping to achieve a trade of rooks,  
e.g. 32 Nxd5 Rd3! Instead, Ju takes her time  
to capture the pawn in more favourable 
circumstances. 32 Kg2 h6 33 Kf3 f6 34 Rc1 
Kf7 35 Nf4 d4 36 exd4 g5 37 Ne2 f5 38 
gxf5 Rxf5+ 39 Ke3 g4 40 Nf4 Rb8 41 d5 
This pawn’s procession will slowly win the 
game. Rf6 42 Rc2 Ra8 43 Nb5 Rb6 44 Nd4 
Ra3+ 45 Ke4 c3 46 Nfe2 Rb2 47 Kd3 Rb1 
48 Nxc3 Rh1 49 f3 gxf3 50 Nxf3 Rf1 51 
Nd4 Ke7 52 Kc4 Rf4 53 Rb2 Rh4 54 Rb7+ 
Kf6 55 Rb2 Ra8 56 Kc5 Rh3 57 Ncb5 Re3 
58 d6 Ke5 59 Nc6+ Ke4 60 d7 Rd3 61 
Nd6+ Kf4 62 Rb8 Black resigns

  Across
 1 Enclose wife in vaulted 

chamber (8)
 5 Mean times approaching 

(6)
 14 Hard ball of wood found 

in manure (3)
 16 In entrance a special 

delivery (6)
 17 Military unit about to  

kill old man (5)
 18 Knowledge of enemy 

movements occupying  
hill (5)

 20 One applauding cook 
almost before end of 
dinner (7)

 22 Concerned with bureau 
avoiding a period style (7)

 24 Inability to decide about 
liar, given tip-offs (7)

 25 Small growth on head 
trimmed (5)

 26 Bones taken back from 
carcase (5)

 31 Story of Dracula for  
one read out (7)

 33 Idle ruler’s vacant look 
going mad (4,3)

 37 You are to speak in pub  
in Bury (5)

 39 Worse in health, sinking, 
losing force (6)

 40 Be nervous of scrapping 
fine organ (3)

 41 Modulation of voice of 
client in broadcast (10)

 43 Defenders worry, having 
no commanding position 
(4,4)

  Down
 2 Vocalist shortly to be 

a scorcher (5)
 3 An enchanting bird? (6)
 4 Consumption: a whole 

steak (1-4)
 6 Unselfish, say, loses  

badly (7)
 7 Where men go in to relax? 

(6)
 8 Leaving Spain, carried  

and delivered (4)
 10 Turkish official let off 

island after check (6)
 12 Cooked turmeric not an 

important part of diet (13)
 13 US measure is over a ton, 

I learned (8)
 15 Given temporary setbacks, 

welcome college prizes (7)
 21 Try and learn to 

misbehave quixotically (8)
 27 Not inclined to join a 

surgery (7)
 29 Overwhelm English with 

mounting illness (6)
 30 Proboscis of insect, large 

one close to antenna (6)
 32 Firm kiss that is of little 

value (6)
 34 Expression of joy from 

Central Africa (3-2)

 36 To go bald once a 
disagreeable thing to 
accept (4)

 
A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
14 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2615, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2615:  
Bronze pile  
by Fieldfare

When in her chair, I sometimes doze,
And, in a semi-conscious haze,
See Jen, in medieval clothes,
Treat Saxon feet in far-off days.
Jen’s predecessors walked the earth,
With clippers, solving foot-care crimes…
It’s good to think they proved their worth,
And did those feet in ancient times. 
C. Paul Evans/‘Jerusalem’

Through Eden took their solitary way
The Cassidy and Sundance of St Mawes,
The Cornish Clyde and Bonnie of their day:
Young Eve and Adam, breaking all the laws:
‘Keep off the grass’, ‘Don’t pick fruit’, ‘Jam then 
 cream!’
They broke into the Biome, cased the joint –
Then implemented their nefarious scheme:
They robbed the Project gift shop at gunpoint;
Then stole a hoard of rare exotic fruit:
Papayas, precious persimmons, lychee,
Crammed kumquats and kiwanos in the boot,
Robbed every bank from Truro to Newquay.
O men of Kernow, sing and tell the tale
Of how they stashed offshore their tax-free loot,
Of Eve and Adam, hiding on the Isle
Of Man’s first disobedience – and the fruit.
David Silverman/‘Paradise Lost’

In an eternal night
They hope, they pray, they fight;
They die but nonetheless
Believe in their success.
And we who watch their pain
Take pity on Ukraine
And as some recompense
Send arms for their defence.
Across the sea in France
Anarchic youngsters dance
And in town after town
Order comes crashing down.
We thank what gods there be
That from such strife we’re free
For now … no war, no riot
Here where the world is quiet.
Frank McDonald/‘The Garden of Proserpine’

Jenny kissed me.
Sex, I deemed, would be consensual
Though written contracts seemed essential.
Their facts were writ in white and black.
She’d kissed me first, I’d kissed her back,
Consenting adults, willing lovers
There beneath her duvet covers;
As watertight as contracts get,
Unassailable. And yet
The Prosecution argued strongly
That I had treated Jenny wrongly
And must accept how she now saw
What happened forty years before
Was all that mattered under Law.
Now here in Belmarsh I regret
Jenny kissed me when we met.
Martin Parker/‘Jenny Kiss’d Me’

NO. 3312: COOKING THE BOOKS

You are invited to supply a contribution  
to a book of recipes invented by fictional 
characters. Entries must be for the Carrollean, 
Dickensian or Shakespearean sections. 
Please email entries of up to 150 words/ 
16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 9 August.
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SOLUTION TO 2612: GROUNDED   

The eight unclued lights are the names of flightless birds, 
past and present.

First prize John Honey, Brockworth, Gloucester
Runners-up Fran Morrison, Putney, London SW15;
David Dickson, Tarrant Monkton, Dorset 

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

In the 12th and final game of the women’s 
world championship, a pivotal role was played 
by a modest knight retreat from China’s 
defending champion Ju Wenjun. Her 
immediate purpose was to restrain a dangerous 
passed pawn. But that simple measure set in 
motion a deeper plan, which challenger Lei 
Tingjie was unable to prevent. Ju used both her 
knights to establish an unshakeable central 
blockade, and Lei’s immobile pawns were 
destroyed a few moves later. 
   The match was a triumph of tenacity for Ju, 
who was outplayed by her compatriot in 
exemplary style in the fifth game, and trailed 
at the halfway point. Thereafter, play moved 
from Shanghai to Chongqing, where Ju 
seemed to gain in confidence, equalling the 
score in game 8. She made a particularly bold 
opening choice in the final game (see below) 
although Lei had a full share of the chances 
until later in the middlegame.

Ju’s 6.5-5.5 victory extends an imposing 
series of world championship successes. She 
won the title by beating Tan Zhongyi in 2018, 
and defended it by winning a 64 player 
knockout later that year. In 2020, she saw off 
a challenge from Alexandra Goryachkina 
from Russia. China’s highest-rated female 
player, Hou Yifan, has been almost entirely 
inactive since 2018.

Ju Wenjun-Lei Tingjie
FIDE Women’s World Championship, Game 12

1 d4 d5 2 Nf3 Nf6 3 e3 c5 4 dxc5 e6 5 b4 a5 
6 c3 axb4 7 cxb4 b6 8 Bb5+ Bd7 9 Bxd7+ 
Nbxd7 10 a4 bxc5 11 b5 This unusual opening 
has recently become popular in grandmaster play. 
The battle between White’s powerful queenside 
pawns and Black’s superior central presence is 
complex but balanced. Qc7 12 Bb2 Bd6 13 O-O 
O-O 14 Nbd2 Rfc8 15 Qc2 c4 16 Bc3 Nc5 
17 a5 Nb3 18 Bxf6 18 Ra2 was worth 
considering, since 18…Nxa5 walks into a pin with 
19 Rfa1. In case of 18…Nxd2 19 Qxd2 Ne4 
20 Qb2 the pawns are getting troublesome, so 
18…Qc5 19 b6 Rxa5 is a playable alternative, 

In Competition No. 3309, you were invited 
to compose a poem starting with the last line 
of any well-known poem and ending with its 
first, the new poem being on a different sub-
ject from the original. 

Max Ross’s sonnet, reflecting on the 
demands of the task in hand, earns a com-
mendation:

The task for which I now am all too weak
Consumes a wealth of hours as I implore
Hundreds of poets to give me what I seek
And sometimes I decide to search no more…  

As does Bob Trewin’s entry, which uses 
Dylan Thomas’s line – ‘Rage, rage against 
the dying of the light’ – to highlight the chal-
lenging consequences, for some, of net zero. 
The winners earn £25 each.

Though it may look like (Write it!) like disaster,
Defeat can be rewarding all the same.
Venality creates temptations vaster
Than fairly playing up to play the game.   

The Black Sox scandal of 1919
Exposed finagling on the baseball field.
Eight losing players were pronounced unclean;
The fix succeeded, but somebody squealed.

The opportunities to cheat remain:
A few dropped catches, a missed penalty,
Deliberate mistakes… and then again,
The Moloch of the betting industry.

You may earn sporting kudos on the pitch
But filthy lucre makes the heart beat faster.  
Should orchestrated failure make you rich, 
The art of losing isn’t hard to master. 
Basil Ransome-Davies/‘One Art’

And the fire and the rose are one
she said, the fire and the rose are one.
When a canker shows on the rose
it’s dead, from the darkest root
to the head, she said, and all that grows
in the bed is fed to the easy flame
or your sin will spread from shoot
to fruit like nameless dread
from petal white to red.
 
When is the time for fire, I said,
when must my blood be shed?
Midwinter spring is right she said
when a sempiternal smoke is bred
out of an autumn hope that’s fled
from early blight and mildew treason:
midwinter spring is its own season. 
Nick MacKinnon/‘Little Gidding’

In England’s green and pleasant land
I like to ramble now and then,
And, when I hear a walk is planned,
I always book a slot with Jen.
For ages she has done my feet,
(And seen, and smelled much worse, I’m sure.)
Chiropody’s a real treat –
She is my after-rambling cure.

PUZZLE NO. 762

White to play. Navara-Bassem, Biel 2023. This 
arose from a game of ‘Chess960’ where the pieces 
are shuffled on the back ranks at the start of the 
game. Navara’s rook is attacked, but which move 
allowed him to score a quick win? Email answers 
to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 31 July. 
There is a prize of £20 for the first correct answer 
out of a hat. Please include a postal address.

Last week’s solution 1 Kg4! threatens mate 
with Rf2-h2+. 1…Kh7 2 Rh2+ Kg6 3 Rh6#
Last week’s winner Richard Berman,
London NW7

Chess 
Getting a grip  
Luke McShane

Unclued lights give the names 
(one of two words) of some 
members of a distinguished 
group. A further member is 
the answer to a clued light and 
should be highlighted. One 
name does double duty.

Competition 
Verse in reverse  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 26…Rb5-b2
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