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LIFE

  Across
 1 Daily column about 

introduction of 
alternative fuel (8)

 5 Cold, and damned 
unpleasant (6)

 9 Tumbledown hut in 
barbarous realm (10)

 16 Drink is finally within 
reach (6)

 17 Joins female on Med, 
perhaps (5)

 18 Unclothed Yanks fled  
joint (5)

 20 Shamefaced bishop 
found in boozers west of 
Slough (7)

 22 Harry in pursuit of tripe, 
symbol of Britain (7)

 24 Capone perhaps poised 
to import hard liquor (7)

 25 Confirmed last of 
resources exhausted (5)

 26 Run over someone 
stepping back (5)

 28 Married friends cycling 
round old country (7)

 33 Endless niceness aroused 
anger (7)

 37 Spirit of low-down 
gutless ingrate (5)

 38 Regularly moan and cry 
like a crow or parrot (5)

 39 Monkey is in danger, 
he suspects (6)

 41 Showman from India 
shocked Paris and Rome 
(10)

 42 Concealed overdue books 
(6)

 43 Extravagant faults we 
condemned (8)

  Down
 1 Spooner’s assured 

transport firms help 
with road safety (5,8)

 2 Slam German, half-cut 
in capital (5)

 3 Sought selenium in 
African country (6)

 4 Scoring hole in one, 
Gascoigne oddly 
dismissed golf (5)

 6 Tries again to practise, 
falling short (7)

 7 Some heart-rending hymns 
in small open boat (6)

 12 Committed model who 
only dieted (4-2-3-4)

 13 Extremely capable prop 
supporting rugby blue (8)

 15 Virginia deer make tracks 
(7)

 19 Awkward kid following 
every setter on the rise 
(3,2,4)

 21 Rambling raconteur losing 
new suit in Brussels (8)

 23 Way to stop rude 
Republican boasting (7)

 29 Penpusher denying she 
scuppered union 
agreement (3-3)

 30 Emphasise chance to 
banish primitive 
instincts (6)

 32 Most biddable, try boxing 
in the morning (6)

 34 See you in the north 
holding current 
Triple Crown (5)

 35 Head of seedy scoundrel 
with fine dandruff (5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
24 July. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2612, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2612: Grounded  
by La Jerezana

Deferring proposals of marriage and such,
I ran the affair with a studious touch.
I blew hot and cold, turning fond then austere,
A lengthy postponement my central idea.
 
Alas, some flash Harry came into her life
Before I could make my beloved my wife.
He wined her and dined her and bore her away,
And that’s why I’m single and bitter today. 
Basil Ransome-Davies
 
Up, my love, the lark is saying,
see the sun’s bright golden head!
But Corinna won’t go Maying –
she’d much rather lie in bed.
 
Many a maiden keeps her virtue
when the male goes off her scent.
Many a hero has no spur to
prick the sides of his intent.
 
Hamlet finds existence chilling,
hesitates to go or stay,
and decides to put off killing
Claudius for one more day.
 
There’s a tide in the affairs of
men that we must catch or fail…
but the shallows are the lairs of
many a happy stranded whale.
Gail White
 
The poem I write will blow them all away.
Perhaps, though, I won’t start on it today.
I’ll write exquisitely of joy and sorrow
As soon as I get down to work tomorrow.
My verses, which the world will not forget,
Will live forever, though they’re not born yet.
My lines will vibrate with life’s why and how.
When does their music strike up? Not right now.
 
Enlightenment will chime in every rhyme,
But at some other, more convenient time.
There is in all the canon nothing greater
Than this new classic I will turn out later.
My words will flow intoxicating, heady.
The tap will open soon; I’m not quite ready.
My poem will ring across the land and sea.
I’ll be inspired to write it presently.
Chris O’Carroll
 
I can’t think why I find it such a pain
to apply myself to every simple task
that comes my way; there isn’t much to gain,
so why delay my actions, you may ask.
My tax returns, again, are overdue
and car insurance, marked ‘to do’ forever,
subscriptions I’m intending to renew
this week, next week, next month – or maybe never.

I need some help to cope with my complaint:
I missed my wedding, couldn’t make the date;
If someone has a birthday, then I mayn’t
remember it this week, next month – but wait!
I have a competition on my list,
the theme’s ‘procrastination’: write a rhyme –
perhaps, for once, the deadline won’t be missed,
I’ll kick the habit, send it off on time.
Sylvia Fairley

NO. 3309: VERSE IN REVERSE

You are invited to compose a poem starting 
with the last line of any well-known poem 
and finishing with its first line, the new poem 
being on a different subject from the original. 
Please email entries of up to 16 lines to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 19 July.
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SOLUTION TO 2609: HARD WORK  

The literary scholar F.S. Boas used the term Problem Plays 
(9D) to refer to a group of Shakespearean plays which 
seem to contain both comic and tragic elements: Measure 
for Measure (12/36), All’s Well That Ends Well (39/1) and 
Troilus and Cressida (21/22).

First prize J. Bielawski, Southport
Runners-up Alastair Aberdare, London SW13;
Jeffrey Frankland, Storth, Milnthorpe, Cumbria
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The eight unclued lights are, or 
were, of a kind. 
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