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LIFE

  Across
 8 Water sprite cut  

seaweed (4)
 11 Man with publisher, 

old fool (5)
 14 College has zero Asian 

money (5)
 15 Laziness in Leeds is  

awful (7)
 17 Welshman’s harp 

overturned (4)
 19 Love poetry Auden’s 

beginning abroad (7)
 23 Expelled journo pens 

adventure story (7)
 24 In particle, track nucleus 

(6)
 25 After dog, get a cuckoo  

in part of car (8)
 26 Get radio set for insect (8)
 27 Plagues reported in 

goosefoot plants (6)
 34 Tiger, one by a fern (7)
 35 Note American or Parisian 

beastly utterance (5)
 36 Farm worker’s short 

buttercup (4)
 39 Keralan people with a 

currency (5)
 40 German agreed 11 keeps 

recalling game (3,4)
 41 Phenol from poor  

cinnabar (5)
 42 Really primitive and  

bitter (4)
 43 Auditor’s calling for 

massage? (8)

  Down
 2 Go north around posh 

dwelling (4)

 3 US writer round king (1,5)
 4 Me, dead excited for 

award (6)
 5 Quatrain etc? This art  

fails (10)
 6 Crook’s dog all jittery 

(3,3)
 7 Film poster – shout it  

bags Oscar (5,6)
 8 Born in Malaysia’s capital, 

show respect (5)
 9 Measurer – it’s merely 

wrong (9)
 10 Conduct piano live (7)
 12 It’s played in irrational 

sports publication (4,5)
 20 Beggar’s abdomen was 

treated (10)
 21 Still clinging to first fact 

(9)
 22 Join e.g. family of minor, 

arty eccentric (5,4)
 26 Urge service for 

intellectuals (7)
 30 Trendy fun, as ball may be 

(2,4)
 31 Bird’s skull, say, broken 

by 11 (6)
 33 Succeed in Dakota city, 

cycling (2,3)
 37 Booze maintaining king’s 

smile (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
7 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2614, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2614:  
Monkey business  
by Lavatch

An emaciated form appeared in a doorway. 
‘Oh, ma’am,’ he said, removing his hat. ‘We 
couldn’t get through the pass – wondered how 
you were faring.’ 

‘We’ve been waiting a long time,’ she said. 
He smelled rotting ox-hide, and gangrenous flesh. 
He tried not to retch. 

‘Apologies, ma’am. Nothing we could do.’ 
‘Come in for supper,’ she said. He saw a long 

knife on the table. Dark stains. 
‘Very kind of you, ma’am, but I can see you 

haven’t much –’ 
‘You’re more than welcome,’ she said, closing 

the door behind him. ‘We Donners know how to 
make a meal out of what’s available.’ 

Janine Beacham

‘Is there anybody there?’ said the Traveller, setting 
down his samples case. The outline of the building 
was indistinct in the semi-darkness. No one had 
answered his knock.

He cursed his luck. Huckstering farm supplies 
in the sticks had been a painful descent from 
managing an Audi dealership, but the booze and 
the women… 

Sad memories were interrupted by ‘Ain’t 
nobody here but us chickens!’ uttered from behind 
the big house followed by arpeggios of shrieking 
laughter. 

The corn that proved the old ones weren’t the 
best. But it meant a chance of a sale. With his 
phone for illumination, he found a tall side gate 
and used it, tripping a circuit that switched on 
floodlights.

And there were the chickens. The smallest of 
them must have been six feet tall, and in their eyes 
was the fierce, unappeasable anger of powerful 
monsters whose sleep had been disturbed.

Basil Ransome-Davies

‘Is there anybody there?’ said the Traveller.
Of course it didn’t actually speak. Traveller 

XXIII was a highly sophisticated space-probe 
which projected its question in a series of 
computer-generated electronic pulses such that 
any advanced civilisation could decode it. The 
probe itself was the new intergalactic type, 
designed to traverse the entire universe. It blasted 
off from Cornwall, being a British mission, and 
was technologically brilliant, very expensive, 
and probably pointless.

Centuries passed, along with three major global 
conflicts which reduced the human population 
considerably. Food became more important than 
astrophysics. A few centuries more, and the base 
from which Traveller had left, though still there, 
was now just a mysterious historical site. A few 
people were visiting it when Traveller returned, as 
it had been programmed to do nearly a millennium 
before. Curious, someone pressed a button on the 
shell, and this time Traveller really spoke.

It said: ‘No.’
Brian Murdoch

NO. 3211: CHAMBER MUSIC

You are invited to submit a song suitable 
for inclusion in a parliamentary songbook. 
Please email entries of up to 16 lines to lucy@ 
spectator.co.uk by midday on 2 August.

2611: ON-BOARD ENTERTAINMENT 

Unclued lights were world CHESS champions. Current 
champion DING was to be highlighted.

First prize Gail Petrie, Brean, Somerset 
Runners-up Hugh Aplin, London SW19; 
Philip Grindrod, London W4 

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Unclued lights (one of three 
words and one of two words, sin-
gly or paired) form three groups. 
Group 1 is three words of a kind; 
group 2 is two names and a title; 
group 3 is a name and part of a 
title. The word that links them 
must be highlighted in the grid. 
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