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LIFE LIFE

Even the relative autodidacts require countless 
foreign trips to hone their skills in competition, 
with support from national federations, families, 
sponsors or patrons. An aspiring grandmaster 
might make a dozen trips abroad in a year, each 
around ten days long, with no reliable income.

World championship competitors employ 
teams of ‘seconds’ – grandmaster coaches who 
scour the vast landscape of opening variations, 
hunting for treasure to dazzle opponents. 
Powerful chess computers are their metal 
detectors, but it takes an expert eye to discern the 
gold from the tin. Thousands of man-hours are 
applied to this effort, but players need every edge 
they can get. In a similar spirit, during last year’s 
Olympiad in Chennai, the England team were 
happy to have experienced analysts to call on for 
help before the games. But we could assume that 
the strongest teams would have more resources.  

So yes, funding matters. But we’re playing 
catch-up here. Uzbekistan, with just over half 
the population of the UK, took gold at the 
Chennai Olympiad and is reported to have a 
government-backed budget of around $4 million 
for chess each year. 

Here is a defining moment from that 
Olympiad. After a gripping fight, India’s star 
player Dommaraju Gukesh blundered with 
72 Nf3. Uzbekistan’s top player Nodirbek 
Abdusattorov played 72…Qb7+, forking king 
and knight and saving the match. White resigns

  Across
 4 Kitty stewed apricots as 

single snack (6,5)
 11 Saw English animals (7)
 13 Around Tyneside  

Freddie New established 
new credentials (9)

 21 Forty winks before 
beginning to exercise  
back of neck (4)

 23 Incident is described in 
poem (7)

 24 Up to no good, after end  
of shift (4)

 25 Disentangle one French 
theme word here (7)

 31 Assumed name I omitted, 
sadly (4)

 32 Actor just refusing lead  
on All Saints’ Day (7)

 34 Thank you note for 
collection of pictures (4)

 37 Otherwise, one fine 
century, on reflexion (2,3)

 41 CONTENTS of  
overhead locker (5,4)

 44 Those who cannot read 
trouble repeats (11)

  Down
 1 Eat up and ramble around 

– thus? (11)
 2 Works up-river taking  

ages (6)
 6 Back story, we hear (4)
 7 Highest point reached  

by plane? (7)
 8 Being separated, copper 

on the road took the  
van (7)

 9 Firmly established 
daughter involved with 
Nigerian (9)

 10 This Jack could be high up 
in the church! (7)

 15 Go quietly at a pinch? (5)
 17 Area of an American 

football field could be 
North Korea? (3,4)

 18 TV personalities ordered 
steel crates (11)

 22 Stately home’s main room 
could be all the rage 
unendingly (5,4)

 26  Lidell, eminent Home 
Service announcer, 
contributing to musical 
variations (5)

 27 Santa has a line connected 
with a contract? (7)

 28 Fellow is inside –  
certain it is too much (7)

 29 Female in play who 
conquers (7)

 33 Listen out for Christmas 
decoration (6)

 36 Central Asian chiefs  
at inns (5)

 38 Test debacle at The Den! 
(4)

 39 Bank of Scotland 
adventurous? Not very (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
28 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2617, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2617:  
Enzed scorers  
by Doc 

Taking one consideration with another:  
 (with another)
Oh, an MP’s lot is not a happy one. (Happy one)
When constituency duty’s to be done, to be done
No, an MP’s lot is not a happy one.

When a Member’s busy fiddling his expenses, 
  (his expenses)
Filching from the cradle of democracy (mockracy)
We’ll forgive him when he says that his defence is 
 (his defences)
That he represents the likes of you and me 
 (you and me).
When constituency duty’s to be done, to be done
Oh, an MP’s lot is not a happy one.
David Silverman

There’s always room for music
In Parliament debates –
It brings a bit of harmony,
As few of us are mates.

That’s why we have a Speaker
To keep us in control –
He introduces unity
When conflict is the goal.

There’ll always be a Speaker
To put us in our place,
To stop us acting OTT,
And brandishing the mace.

He’s like the House conductor,
He jollies us along;
And, if we show disorder,
He makes us sing this song…
C. Paul Evans

We are the merry models of a modern Brit  
 democracy, 
our doors are never darkened by the dire stains of 
 hypocrisy,  
we get along in amity, debates most ministerial, 
on best use of resources from industrial to cereal,   
we all avoid a scandal and would never leak 
 conspiracies, 
our every speech reflects our constant care for our 
 constituencies, 
directives on inflation prove us thrifty economically,  
our polls for popularity are soaring astronomically, 
we thrive on problem-solving, if we differ it is 
 minimally,  
we always meet our targets and we never do it 
 criminally, 
we scorn to speak obtusely, dressing up our words 
 in polly-speak,  
we’re on the side of Everyman, congenial beyond 
 critique,  
we don’t drag up past issues for our memories are 
 fragmentary,  
we honour all traditions, truth in matters 
 parliamentary, 
our leadership is fairly spread and based on 
 meritocracy,  
we are the merry models of a modern Brit  
 democracy.
Janine Beacham

NO. 3314: THINK PIECES

You are invited to submit clerihews on well-
known philosophers (up to three each). 
Please email entries to lucy@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 23 August.
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SOLUTION TO 2614: MONKEY BUSINESS 

The key word is GIBBON (highlighted). 1A, 1D and 
28D are types of gibbon; 16D is by 18A 29A Gibbon; 
32D Gibbon wrote The History of the 13A 38A of the 
Roman Empire.

First prize Anne Clements, Bromley, Kent
Runners-up Janet Baines, Winchester, Hants;
L. Malone, Dumfries

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Three cheers for last week’s news leak, indicating 
government plans to support English chess. 
According to Dominic Lawson, the president of the 
English Chess Federation (ECF) and The Spectator’s 
former editor, his conversation with Rishi Sunak, 
setting out the significant role played by chess 
players in the wartime codebreaking effort at 
Bletchley Park, proved particularly compelling. The 
plans include expanding chess in schools and public 
parks, as well as £500,000 of funding over a couple 
of years for the ECF to develop the men’s and 
women’s international teams.  

As I wrote in April, chess has been starved of 
funds due to not being officially classified as a sport.  
In the late 1980s, England was second only to the 
Soviet Union in international competition, but our 
status has declined. We don’t have the pipeline of 
talent developed by other countries, including in 
western Europe. England’s men’s team now ranks 
18th and our women are 24th. That’s why Malcolm 
Pein, ECF director of international chess, described 
the funding as ‘potentially transformational’. One 
propitious consequence of the pandemic chess boom 
is that England now has several outstanding players 
in the youngest age groups. But they will need at 
least five or ten years of nurture to develop their 
skills to international level.

There remains a misconception, perhaps rooted in 
the mythology of Bobby Fischer, that top chess 
players are exclusively geniuses or fanatics or both. 
What good is government funding when all you 
need is a laptop and Caissa’s divine gift? Nothing 
could be further from the truth. On top of abundant 
talent, all elite players have put in their 10,000 
hours, which almost always included a lot of one-to-
one coaching from a young age. My own high-
quality instruction, particularly from Danny King 
and Jon Speelman, had an impact I can recognise in 
my games decades later.

Before Magnus Carlsen, Norway was not 
renowned for its chess culture. But the notion that 
he came out of nowhere is quite wrong, ignoring the 
influence of Simen Agdestein, the grandmaster 
chess instructor at the Norwegian College of Elite 
Sport during Carlsen’s formative years, who notably 
represented Norway in football as well as chess. 
Stamina and sporting discipline have long been 
trump cards for Carlsen.

In Competition No. 3311, you were invited 
to submit a song suitable for inclusion in a 
parliamentary songbook. 

In an entry in which most scored pleasing-
ly high on singability, W.S. Gilbert rubbed 
shoulders with Simon & Garfunkel and the 
Kinks. An honourable mention to Emily 
Matthews, but leading the winners below, 
who take £30 each, is Bill Greenwell’s twist 
on ‘Dedicated Follower of Fashion’. 

The Speaker’s here, the Speaker’s there,
His breeches tight against his Chair –
He may name and shame you, so he’s rarely 
 second-guessed
For he’s a venerated model of dispassion
And when you catch his beady eye
He calls you up, voice extra-dry
Listening to your subtext and by politesse obsessed
For he’s a venerated model of dispassion
Oh yes he is (oh yes he is), oh yes he is (oh yes he is)

There’s one thing he is and that’s non-partisan
He wears a little lanyard so we all know who he is
Yes, he’s a venerated model of dispassion
His world is Erskine May, and all procedure
He likes to purse his lips and keep them buttoned 
 up quite tight
For he’s a venerated model of dispassion 
Oh he’s a venerated model of dispassion
Bill Greenwell 

Speeches by leeches termed Honourable Members.
Bigotry’s bonfires, democracy’s embers.
Whips who bounce backbencher’s balls upon  
 strings
These are the boons that your Parliament brings.

Statements and Questions on White or Green  
 Papers,
Front of House pieties, back-office capers,
A nation decentred by left and right wings:
Such are the boons that your Parliament brings.

Grandees grandstanding at sundry committees,
Useless handwringing at poverty’s pities,
A faith that the roundabouts balance the swings:
These are the boons that our Parliament brings.

When life’s no joke, when you’re flat broke,
When each day’s a strain
Just watch your Parliament spending your tax
And helplessly vote again.
Adrian Fry

When a Member’s not engaged in dodgy dealings 
 (dodgy dealings)
Giving kin and cronies contracts and blank cheques, 
 (dodgy cheques)
He’s declaring, extramarital, his feelings –  
 (all his feelings)
For his pretty parliamentary private secs,  
 (private sex)
Which feelings he’ll with difficulty smother 
 (culty smother)
When he’s outed on the front page of the Sun  
 (of the Sun)

PUZZLE NO. 764

White to play and mate in two. Composed by 
Sam Loyd, Lynn News, 1859. Answers should be 
emailed to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 14 
August. There is a prize of £20 for the first correct 
answer out of a hat. Please include a postal address 
and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Rf8+! Rxf8 2 Qh8+! 
Kxh8 3 exf8=Q mate. Black tried 2…Kf7 but was 
soon mated after 3 exf8=Q+
Last week’s winner Daryl Jones, Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire 

Chess 
Funding matters  
Luke McShane

The 12 thematic unclued lights 
form the second half of an alpha-
betical list, one solution finally 
and another first and last.

Competition 
Chamber music  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 71… Qh6-g7

WDw!WDWd
DWDWDw1w
WDWDWdpd
DWDwHbdk
wIPDWDw0
dPDWDWDw
WDWDWDWd
DWDWDWDw

WDWdRDwg
DWDWdkDw
WDwIWDWd
DWDw0WDw
WDWdPDw!
DWDWDWDw
WDWDWDWd
DWDWDWDw


