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LIFE

  Across
 14 Not so sure judge needs 

latitude to be good (6)
 17 Sacred halls rebuilt in poor 

area (7)
 18 9 stocks such organs (4)
 19 Woman wanting hospital 

to make changes (4)
 20 Sign of aging, like an Irish 

circus, say? (4,4)
 22 German idioms translated 

in the style of a letter (7)
 26 Weather problem has 

troubled swimmer (6)
 27 Bridge player quick to 

change lead (4)
 28 Painting over withdrawn 

mixture (4)
 29 Courage without power,  

a quality Napoleon valued 
(4)

 30 Try nuts when upset (4)
 31 Raid on ground? (6)
 35 Noisy generation? (7)
 37 Muse about answer in a 

game (6)
 41 What’s left in division? (4)
 43 No silence in rush hour in 

urban region (4)
 45 Payment determined (7)
 46 Accessory coloured in 

layers (6)
 
  Down
 2 Funny girl almost 

promises to pay (9)
 3 Frenchman in republic 

snubbed ruler (4)
 4 27 judged, raising irritated 

reaction (5)
 5 Low day – because of 

this? (4)
 6 Stupid supporter, 

fashionably late? (5-4)

 7 Take one into aesthetic 
curio (6)

 8 Soldier in amusing 
ceremony, like ‘death cap’ 
(9)

 9 Car that goes slowly tries 
electromotive force (6)

 10 Club evening requirement 
(4)

 11 Careless fielders jog 
around Perth (8)

 13 Euros converted by 
France’s law codes (6)

 15 Break Republicans’ 
building? (2,4)

 16 City rivals for Sharks or 
Giants (4)

 24 Salad cheers British 
parliament’s hearts (9)

 25 Complaint mentioned bad 
back (9)

 30 Web developer superhero 
saving man (6)

 33 Fencing cut author (6)
 34 Pedlar accepting shilling 

for king’s cable (6)
 36 Flourish without one slave 

(4)
 39 Special charm attributed to 

the capital of Italy (5)
 40 Two athletes stifling rude 

word (4)

 42 Covering animal with 
twisted tail (4)

 44 Biblical artefact, four 
immense shields (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 25 
September. There are two 
runners-up prizes of £20. Please 
scan or photograph entries and 
email them (including the 
crossword number in the subject 
field) to crosswords@spectator.
co.uk, or post to: Crossword 
2621, The Spectator, 22 Old 
Queen Street, London SW1H 
9HP. Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2621: Faux 
by Mr Magoo

which they scattered throughout the land. But she 
remained immortal. Wherever her dust landed she 
rose again, defiant and indestructible – since when 
the green shoots of her recovery have been known 
as ‘ground elder’. 
Ann Drysdale

After years of war, the Giants and the Deities met 
at a great banquet to make peace. Their spears 
became spits on which to roast the savoury feast. 
All was well until Arom, a young Giant eager to 
show his strength, lifted a spit and slid a side of 
meat onto the table of the Deities, splashing them 
painfully with hot juices. They howled and leapt to 
their feet, overturning the heavy table. In the 
confusion, Arom stumbled back and fell, pinned 
to the ground, impaled on his own spear. The 
High Deity clasped the hand of the First Giant, 
proclaiming, ‘He died a martyr for peace. His 
corpse shall become the world’s mightiest flower, 
its tall central column wrapped at the base in an 
enormous leaf like a bloodstained cloak, its perfume 
the scent of dead flesh to draw the swarms of flies 
who will help the flower propagate.’
Chris O’Carroll

When Unia, demi-goddess of good times, 
consorted with Avanother, god of pubs, she became 
horribly hungover on new wine. Therefore, she 
begged her lover to cast a spell that would ensure 
she suffer no unpleasant after-effects, while still 
enjoying his company. ‘Choose a spell that 
enhances my natural charms,’ she cooed, winking 
suggestively. ‘I want to be delicate, but not too high 
maintenance. Remember, I am superb when bedded. 
I am lush, and thrive on liquids. I am a prettily 
fragrant beauty who blooms prolifically in summer, 
to brighten everyone’s day. I always mix well with 
others, and enjoy making a statement, so I should 
be eye-catching; colourful, dramatic, vivid. I want 
to run vigorously rampant, darling, and welcome all 
your friends.’ 

And that was how the god turned her into a 
petunia, placing her in colourful baskets, so the 
goddess could always hang around pubs, being 
well potted.
Janine Beacham

Now when Io, as a beautiful white heifer, was 
cropping the sparse turf on Mt Ida, she was pursued 
by a bee which she swished at angrily, striking it to 
earth. The dying bee addressed her thus: ‘Sister, 
I meant you no harm; I wished only to be your 
companion. I was once the maiden Melissa, and 
I too was ravaged by Zeus, until Hera took pity and 
changed me into the form you now see. Now I must 
make honey, as your kind give milk.’ 

At once a wonderful flower sprang up, 
remarkably resembling a bee in every aspect. This 
likeness attracted bees in their thousands, who, in 
collecting nectar for their own purposes, spread the 
pollen far and wide until hundreds of flowers 
carpeted the slopes. And that is why to this day, 
where noble cattle crop the grass on rugged 
uplands, you will find the Bee Orchid.
David Shields

NO. 3318: PEN PORTRAIT

You are invited to provide a verse portrait 
of Seamus Heaney by any other poet, living 
or dead (please specify). Please email entries 
of up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 20 September.

SOLUTION TO 2618: CHAIN GANG  

Adjacent pairs in the ordered chain of unclued entries [38] 
CHAIR, [14] MAN, [25] POWER, [15] STATION, [10] 
MASTER, [40] KEY, [8] RING, [29] FINGER, [36] POST, 
[44] CARD and [17] BOARD form single words in their 
own right.

First prize Andy Wallace, Ash Green, Coventry
Runners-up Jonathan Jones, Oxford;
Elizabeth Duff, London NW5 

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

You can calculate 48 by 1 + 47 
(ten words in total). However, 
21 32 12 23 47 (nine words in 
total). The remaining unclued 
lights are the two authors who 
said so.
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