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LIFE

  Across
 1 Declare nothing will stop 

crime, causing disgust (8)
 6  Attack, losing head in 

drinking bout (6)
 11 Objects to intellects (5)
 13 Young girl by 

supermarket, getting 
potato (7)

 14 Humble faculty head 
embraces Doc (6)

 16 Tail, small and trim (4)
 17 Certainly not Greenland! 

(2-2,4)
 21 African, say, on the wing, 

no good performing (3-5)
 23 What about painting 

crosswise? (7)
 25 Half a pound at Greek isle 

(3)
 26 Sea loch oddly not in 

Seville (3)
 28 Fringe member? (7)
 29 Murderers showing sign of 

hesitation visiting headland 
near Eyemouth (8)

 35 What you expect little 
puppies to do, at first? (4)

 36 Extremely hot Scottish 
loch. Not feasible (6)

 39 Energy generated by first 
Surrey eleven (5)

 41 Crashes on bypasses (6)
 42 Nineveh resident on a ship 

at rainy resort (8)

  Down
 1 Fellows welcomed by 

heretics who reside in 
Yerevan (9)

 2 Useless little film 
receiving Oscar (4)

 4 Supplement of newspaper 
ultimately adopted by 
trendy group (6)

 5 Scraps with eccentric 
fellows on the way up (8)

 6 Greek princess in song, 
bottom raised (7)

 7 Ornamental italic  
hearts at foot of fylfot. 
Not half (5)

 8 Having many factories  
on the River Test (10)

 9 A part of Edinburgh 
Castle, I think – only  
a part (5)

 18 Extend arms to south 
Utrecht, unusually (10)

 19 Isle with tufa spread 
around ducts (8)

 22 Cut pieces for tax 
collectors (9)

 24 In it to win it. Not them! 
(4-4)

 27 Supports – but not for  
long (7)

 30 Well-oiled locks (6)
 32 Decline of holy sisterhood 

(5)
 33 Short month working  

at the airfield (5)
 37 Wear coat regularly at 

cricket ground often 
visited by the Fremantle 
Doctor (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened  
on 2 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2622, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2622: Local call  
by Doc

And the National Debt in a comforting fall and 
 the pundits grinning
And a cheery hail from the Daily Mail, and some 
 hopes of winning.

I must hang on for the end of the year, an 
 economy brightly glowing
With jobs and work for those who might shirk, 
 and the front bench crowing.
And all I ask from the NHS is their waiting list 
 reduction
Via a can-do advance and a let’s-grab-the-chance 
 and no more obstruction.

But first I must down to the seas (again!) to those 
 ever-arriving boats
And push them all back with a judicious smack at 
 anything that floats.
And all I ask is the voters’ thanks and the party 
 (mainly) united
And a few quiet days when I might get some 
 praise and I’d be delighted.
D.A. Prince

Being Mr Fix-It isn’t hard to master; 
just make five pledges full of good intent 
and meet their targets. You’ll stave off disaster. 

The NHS needs more than salve and plaster – 
it’s in dire straits, that much is evident. 
Being Mr Fix-It isn’t hard to master. 

Beat back the migrant boats, and stop them faster, 
boost economic growth, stall its descent. 
You can fix all, this won’t end in disaster.  

The nation’s debt must shrink, and not grow vaster. 
Reduce inflation fifty-plus per cent,  
being Mr Fix-It isn’t hard to master. 

Five promises; a solemn, well-meant gesture 
to show you’re in control, calm, competent. 
The art of fixing things takes time to master. 
No reason it should end up in disaster.
Janine Beacham

A dozen was enough when Jehovah did his stuff,
and his son declared that two would draw the line.
Newton’s Laws are three, but the poor old C of E
couldn’t do the job with less than thirty-nine.
 
Hammurabi’s 2-8-2 told his subjects what to do,
and soccer’s seventeen are none too terse,
but Rishi’s fivefold plan is as compact as the man
and he got the lot into a single verse.

‘Our debt a downward graph and inflation cut in half
with much quicker outcomes in the NHS.
No one will immigrate across the Dover Strait
and economic growth will effervesce.’

A parallel wonderland was proposed by Miliband;
the same five pledges chiselled into gneiss.
In his sixth, Ed had the nuts to undo the housing cuts
but the Nimbys have got Sunak’s in a vice.
Nick MacKinnon

NO. 3319: HOUSE STYLE

You are invited to supply a description of the 
house of a well-known figure from the field 
of fact or fiction (please specify) that pro-
vides clues to their personality. Please email 
entries of up to 150 words to lucy@spectator. 
co.uk by midday on 27 September.
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SOLUTION TO 2619: ALL GRIEG TO ME   

The unclued lights (13, 12, 16, 40, 42, 18, 15, 16, 26)  
reveal Eric Morecambe’s comment about his rendition 
of Grieg’s Piano Concerto to Andre Previn in their 1971 
Christmas special.

First prize Stuart Paston, Norwich
Runners-up Donald Bain, Edinburgh
John Kitchen, Breachwood Green, Herts

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

The unclued lights (six of two 
words and one of three words), 
one pair or individually, are of a 
kind, verifiable in Brewer. Ignore 
one apostrophe.
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