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LIFE LIFE

remains even. 15 Rfe1 Nxe4 A small but 
unnecessary concession, since weak pawns grow 
in significance when fewer pieces remain.  
16 Bxe4 Bxe4 17 Qxe4 Bf6 (see diagram)  
18 Bc1! Not all exchanges are suitable! 
Houska’s move is much more purposeful than 
the exchange on f6, which would make it easy 
for Black to contest the open d-file. Rad8 19 
Bf4 Qc8 20 Bd6 Rfe8 21 Rd3 Be7 22 Bxe7 
Rxe7 23 Red1 Simple and strong, preventing 
Nd7-f6. Now 23…Re7-e8 was worth considering, 
but after 24 h3 Nf6 25 Qe5 Rxd3 26 Rxd3  
White remains in control. Rde8 24 Ne5 
Another astute decision. Once the knights are 
gone, there is no realistic way for Black to 
challenge the doubled rooks on the open file. 
Nxe5 25 Qxe5 f6 26 Qe3 Qc7 27 h4 With 
the opponent reduced to waiting, any small 
measures to increase the pressure are worth 
taking. Qa5 28 R1d2 Qc7 29 Rd6 Kf7 30 h5 
Kg8 31 Qe4 a5 32 a4 Sealing off the 
counterplay. Black lacks the means to attack the 
weak pawn on b3. Qb7 33 Qe3 Qc7 34 R2d3 
Kf7 35 Qe4 Kg8 36 g3 Qc8 37 Kh2 Qc7 
38 Qc6 An invitation to an endgame, where the 
queenside pawns will be easy targets. Qa7 38…
e5! 39 Qxc7 Rxc7 40 Ra6 e4 41 Re3 f5 42 Rxa5 
Kf7 was grim but not hopeless. 39 Rd7 Rxd7 
40 Rxd7 Qb8 41 Qxc5 Qxb3 42 Qa7 Qc2 
43 Rxg7+ Kh8 44 Rg6 Re7 45 Qb8+ 
45 Qxe7? Qxf2+ leads to a draw. Black resigns
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	 4	 Stimulant gets lad near to 

collapse at home (9)
	10	 FBI agents after 

government department: 
time to clean up files (10)

	14	 In mill channel pressure 
rose suddenly (5)

	15	 Labourer present:  
success! (5)

	16	 Makes up clothes I put  
on (6)

	23	 Heinous mistakes, not 
using outside help (2-5)

	24	 Close down early, but not 
entirely (4)

	25	 Idea spread by first person 
more than once (4)

	29	 Lambs he’s butchered 
here? (8)
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novel defiant posture, 
so armed (6)

	34	 Reported killed in small 
valley (5)

	35	 Beer at pub, first of 
a sequence (5)

	36	 Praise God in holy book 
with back-to-back articles 
(7)

	37	 Call for attention behind 
the old unfinished tombs 
(6)

	39	 Having physio, cry, 
pummelled in a vice (9)

	40	 Moving round to the  
front, very much erect 
(2,3)
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	 1	 Caiaphas, for example,  

as school chaplain? (4,6)
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the Costas (5)

	 3	 Ruling chap following 
route not in error (6)

	 4	 Stops to wipe marks  
from part of chair (7)

	 5	 Father full of evil 
menaces, with steely  
look (10)

	 6	 Top volume reflecting 
fury, say (7)

	 7	 Wild grain eaten by  
some (5)

	 8	 Line on chart shows Arab 
so ill, getting worse (9)

	 9	 Hooter’s sound I missed (4)
	15	 Jersey imports extremely 

marketable fruit (6)
	17	 Up platforms offering a 

sea view? (5,5)
	18	 Air must circulate in 

vestibules (7)
	19	 One bum sadly perished, 

now freed from the flesh? 
(10)

	20	 In collection, article on 
non-eastern religious 
studies (9)

	26	 Woman of energy, slim, 
to court regularly (7)

	28	 Swallowing a pint, 
entirely unsuitably (7)

	30	 Refuse to recognise 
one’s caught by this type 
of clue (6)

	31	 State what I say to secure 
a husband (5)

	34	 King, head of state? 
Ditch shortly (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
30 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2626, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2626:  
Eternal youth 
by Fieldfare

Your waltz was wild, your mambo, magic!
You would have nailed this, if you’d cried.
David Silverman

If you can watch men suffering in sorrow
Yet be unmoved to see their piteous plight,
If you can live as though there’s no tomorrow,
And with your friends go partying all night;
If you can snub the stoic’s self-denial
And choose the easy Epicurean life.
You’ll never have to bear the pain of trial
Nor needlessly endure the bane of strife.

If you can make a U-turn, change direction,
To save your neck when life seems too austere,
If you embrace expedience by deflection,
No matter how unwise it might appear;
If you can shun what’s right and rise above it,
Please yourself and live a life of fun,
Decide to be a hedonist and love it,
You might become Prime Minister my son!
Alan Millard

While Stoics follow nature’s way
And take whatever she gives
An Epicure will seize the day
And love each hour he lives.
 
The Stoic feels he can endure
The whips and scorns of time.
The Epicure is very sure
That from the trough he’ll climb.
 
The Stoic thinks the gods are good
Their goodness will persist.
The Epicure does what he should
And gods do not exist.
 
The Stoic thinks that fate and chance
Are all we need to know.
The Epicure controls the dance
Nec sorte nec fato.
Philip Roe

Rigorous, vigorous Stoic philosophers 
Toughen their sinewy theories in vain;
Though they can crush any counterhypothesis, 
Weak Epicureans somehow remain.

Readily, steadily, indolent sybarites
Thrive, and continue to have all the fun. 
Stoics enlist all the disciplinarians; 
How is their battle not easily won? 
 
Flauntingly, vauntingly, Marcus Aurelius
Features his feats on a helical frieze; 
Blithe Epicureans roundly ignore it and 
Overindulgently do as they please.

Battlesome, nettlesome Stoic philosophers 
Fail to prevail, but they manage to gain 
One consolation: their pleasure-preoccupied
Nemeses constantly find them a pain. 
Alex Steelsmith

NO. 3323: HATCHET JOB

You are invited to submit an extract from 
a book review written by a well-known 
author (please specify) which trashes a 
work by another well-known author that is 
generally deemed to be a classic. Please 
email entries of up to 150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 25 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2623: HALF-DAY CLOSING?   

The puzzle appeared on 23 September 2023. The unclued 
lights reveal TWENTY TWENTY-THREE’S AUTUMN 
EQUINOX OCCURS TODAY AT SIX-FIFTY AM, GMT.

First prize Sally Reeve, Bath
Runners-up John Pugh, Ely, Cardiff;
J. Gill, Warlingham, Surrey
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‘Chess, an ancient game of strategy…’ – that’s 
what they write on the packaging in department 
stores. But in real life, playing a game of chess 
feels more like fighting fires, half of which you 
kindled yourself. Whatever grand ambitions you 
have, right now your queen is under attack and the 
next priority is your shaky kingside. But, first let’s 
go and attack that bishop! A game of chess is just 
one damned thing after another.

Even for the world’s best players, any planning 
is mostly implicit, since they recognise the 
contours of the game at a glance. In such and such 
position, the bishop belongs here and the knight 
belongs there, and this is the pawn break you aim 
for. Handy guidelines for sure, but in the 
implementation it all comes down to tactics: can I 
get away with playing that move first, when my 
opponent is about to strike on the other side? 

Pervasive as it is, this reductive view of chess is 
not universal. One of my favourite books of the 
last decade was Boris Gelfand’s Positional 
Decision Making in Chess, (Quality Chess, 2015). 
Gelfand’s approach is resolutely old-fashioned 
and, for that reason, thoroughly refreshing. He 
venerates the Polish player Akiba Rubinstein, one 
of the strongest players of the early 20th century: 
‘When you look at games like these… you see 
that Rubinstein’s play in the opening, middlegame 
and endgame is connected. Everything is tied 
together in what looks like one long plan… This is 
how I see it. And it is how I try to do it.’ Gelfand 
makes a compelling case that strategy still matters.

That is the spirit in which I enjoyed the game 
below, played at the European Club Cup in 
Albania. England’s highest-ranked woman, 
Jovanka Houska, is also a popular commentator, 
and in Albania she won a bronze medal for her 
performance on top board for Wood Green. 

Jovanka Houska-Olga Dolgova
European Club Cup for Women, October 2023

1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Nf3 Nf6 4 e3 e6 5 Qc2 Be7 
6 Nbd2 Nbd7 7 Bd3 h6 8 O-O O-O 9 b3 c5 
10 Bb2 b6 11 e4 dxe4 12 Nxe4 Bb7 13 Rad1 
Qc7 14 dxc5 bxc5 The pawn structure has 
clarified, but targeting the isolated queenside 
pawns is a distant prospect, so for now the game 

In Competition No. 3320 you were invited to 
submit a poem extolling Epicureanism over 
Stoicism or the other way round. 

Stoicism is enjoying something of a 
revival, embraced by everyone from bil-
lionaire tech bros to self-help devotees. But 
Mary Beard is no fan of Marcus Aurelius and 
has said that she finds it ‘mystifying’ that 
people could be interested in ‘a philosophy 
that, if you looked at it really hard, was nasty, 
fatalistic, bordering on fascist’. The philoso-
pher Catherine Wilson, author of How to Be 
an Epicurean: the Ancient Art of Living Well, 
doesn’t rate Stoicism either, arguing that, in 
the modern age, we should be looking to 
Epicurus and his followers for guidance on 
how to live a good life. 

In a medium-sized entry, you were fair-
ly evenly balanced between the two. Strong 
performances from Frank McDonald, D.A. 
Prince, Mike Morrison, Brian Allgar and 
Nicholas Whitehead earn them honourable 
mentions. The winners, printed below, are 
rewarded with £30 each. Leading the way 
is a pleasingly nuanced take from Chris 
O’Carroll, followed by David Silverman’s 
Strictly Come Dancing-inspired offering.

When we say pleasure is life’s highest good,
We understand we’ll be misunderstood.
The Stoics scowl that lust and gluttony
Are glorified in our philosophy.
Those buzzkills who shrug off both joy and pain
Strain at a truth that should be all too plain –
That temperance, not excess, lies behind
The body’s comfort and the tranquil mind.

They drone that pain and pleasure are mere grist
For virtue’s mill. But virtue’s what they’ve  
	 missed.
To choose an anodyne or a delight
With wisdom, one must learn what’s wrong and 
	 right,
Weighing and measuring one’s own desires
To emulate exemplars one admires.
Virtue knows pleasure is life’s highest good
When we live no more richly than we should.
Chris O’Carroll

O what is life if, full of pleasure,
There’s no time for worthy deed?
Begone all frolics, lazy leisure –
To be fulfilled, a heart must bleed!

Happiness is overrated;
The unexamined life is nought.
For virtue were we first created,
For stoic skopos, virtuous thought.

So yes, your rumba’s raunchy, rude
And passionate and – oh, those hips!
But where’s your tale of fortitude
In face of the apocalypse?

Your triumph over something tragic?
At least a guinea pig that died?

PUZZLE NO. 773

Black to play. Dardha-Mamedyarov, European 
Club Cup, 2023. A knight down, which move ena-
bled Black to break the kingside defence? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 16 
October. There is a prize of £20 for the first correct 
answer out of a hat. Please include a postal address 
and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Nh1! threatens 2 Rxh2#. 
Then 1… Kxh1 2 Ng3#, or 1…Rf1 2 Qxh2#, or 
1…Rxh1 2 Rg3#. 
Last week’s winner Nikunj Sinha, Dagenham

Chess 
The long plan  
Luke McShane

Unclued lights name an author-
ess (two lights), her hero (two 
lights), his group (one light, two 
words), and its members (mostly 
human).

Competition 
Pleasure principle  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 17… Be7-f6
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