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LIFE LIFE

unattractive. 18 Ng5 This, combined with the 
previous knight lunge, is the star idea, though 
Suleymenov has not yet had to stake anything 
significant. He may well have seen that 18…h6 
can be met by 19 Nxf7 Kxf7 20 e5, with 
a powerful, albeit complex attack. But any 
grandmaster would readily see that 19 e5 hxg5 
20 exd6 will soon recover the knight, while 
retaining a safe edge. Ng6 19 e5 Now 19… 
dxe5 20 Bxe5 traps the queen, as capturing the 
bishop allows mate on h7. d5 20 Qb3 Be7 
(see diagram) 21 Nxf7! Tearing into the light 
squares. Spectacular though this is, the 
sequence which follows is entirely findable for 
a player with strong tactical vision. Kxf7 
22 cxd5 Bxd5 23 Rxd5 exd5 24 Qxd5+ 
Kf8 25 Nd4 Suleymenov has just two pawns 
for the rook, but neither of the knights on e8 or 
g6 contributes to the defence of the light 
squares, which are critically weak. The primary 
threat is 26 Ne6+ Kg8 27 Ng5+ Kh8 28 Nf7+ 
Kg8 29 Nh6+ Kh8 30 Qg8# A crucial detail is 
that 25…Nc7 26 Qf3+ Kg8 (26…Ke8 27 Bc4 is 
also decisive) 27 Nc6! Qb7 28 Nxe7+ wins the 
queen. Carlsen tries the only plausible 
alternative to cover e6. Nf4 26 Qf3 Kg8 
27 Qxf4 The material balance is restored. 
Carlsen’s king remains in desperate trouble, 
and his clumsy pieces contribute little to the 
defence. Qb7 28 Nf5 b5 29 Bxb5 Bf8 
30 Bc4+ Kh8 31 Nh6 Black resigns

  Across
 1 Tramp with extremely 

dirty pet (5)
 10 Believe cad misguided and 

open to being misled (10)
 12 UK dramatist wreathing 

US city in bunting (7)
 14 Flagged cab at last on 

English border (5)
 15 Runs away from robust 

scrutiny (5)
 16 Former kingdom of 

Crimea disintegrated (6)
 22 Gloss paint oddly 

disappearing, not put away 
(8)

 23 Company engaged in 
laundering, ignoring a 
stockholder (7)

 24 Half-cut GP dismissed 
painful condition (4)

 25 Courageous sort from 
Lisbon losing heart (4)

 27 Eastern leader smuggling 
goods for boffin (7)

 29 Tipsy heiress guzzling 
Rioja’s top wines (8)

 32 Administer gas to tenor 
after time in A&E (6)

 34 University campus is 
housing retinue (5)

 35 Animal beset by catarrh in 
October (5)

 37 Musk almost backing 
Tesla up gum-tree (6)

 38 Endorsed destruction of 
inlaid tile (10)

 39 Parasite left styes festering 
(6,3)

  Down
 1 Amazingly slim, poetic 

debater (10)

 2 Entertain some 
ignoramuses (5)

 3 Discover cop arresting 
another cop (6)

 4 Toughen ban, explicitly 
covering poisonous plant 
(7)

 5 Buoyancy aid Blair used 
over summer (3,7)

 7 Unknown Yankee 
accepting fate in foreign 
capital (5)

 8 Anchorage bar in  
which saddos regularly 
drink (9)

 9 Reject cases of desperate 
nitwittery (4)

 15 Endless bore finally 
extinguishing cigarette 
butt (6)

 17 At home in Argyll, 
exhausted after 
examination of gut (10)

 18 Superhero skewered by 
European cartoonist (7)

 19 Officious announcement 
of award money (10)

 20 Short guy unwisely 
consuming old dairy 
products (9)

 26 Chemical reportedly nigh 
on commonplace (7)

 30 Drive right into pontiff  
on left (6)

 31 Check fans turned up on 
time (5)

 33 Bloomer putting French 
solver on edge (5)

 34 Listening devices picked 
up quarrel (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
6 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2627, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2627: 
Chronicled lives  
by La Jerezana  

Williams was perspiring. The cause was the 
proximity of the woman beside him. They had 
been colleagues for a while, writing articles 
together on the revision of the Hymnal, and on 
new possibilities for circuit suppers. But last 
week, as they collaborated on a series on the 
proliferation of smut in modern life, he had 
become suddenly, wonderfully, completely aware 
of her. Her righteous anger at the discovery of 
a double entendre in an episode of Peppa Pig had 
jolted him into seeing her as a thinking passionate 
woman, one utterly adorable. He was barely in 
control of his voice as he asked her: ‘Miss 
Lamacraft, would you care for a fruit tea?’

Was it only illusion, or did her reply hint at a 
reciprocal yearning? ‘Thank you, Mr Williams. 
That would be very nice.’
George Simmers

‘Bring a mattress XXX’ The text she’d been 
waiting for, practising for. Manoeuvring a 
mattress, single-handed, isn’t easy, even in a 
Range Rover, but desire is inventive. Since their 
first encounter, when he’d watched her struggling 
with an overloaded sack of quince prunings, then 
heaved the bag into the skip himself, they’d 
coincided their mutual visits to the Waste 
Recycling Site. She daren’t ask how he’d found 
that secret corner behind the Paints and Chemicals 
(‘Permits only: contact Reception’), screened by a 
stack of pallets from beeping lorries swapping the 
laden skips, the constant stream of cars disgorging 
household excess, the gang of watchful enforcers. 
Just enough space to lay a mattress down…

She reached for perfume — Je Reviens, 
perhaps? — but no: not today. Their trysting place 
had an overpowering smell all its own, that heady 
scent of intimacy, a seductive edge of decay and 
decadence that defined their relationship.
D.A, Prince

‘Daniel darling, why choose the unfinished part of 
the HS2 for our tryst?’

‘Here’s why, Isabella my love. After all the 
compulsory purchases, this area’s completely 
uninhabited. We’re alone together at last!’

‘That’s fantastic. Am I late? Problems getting 
from Manchester. The first train was cancelled, the 
next broke down –’

‘Never mind, dearest, you’re here now… 
Oops!’

‘A pothole! Darling, are you alright? Let me 
help you up.’

‘I’m fine. And instead of HS2 they’re going to 
mend all our potholes. Isn’t that wonderful?

‘Marvellous.’
Daniel took her hand. ‘Let’s climb inside that 

disused JCB, it’ll be more cosy.’
He put his arm round her and drew her close. 

‘Isabella, I love you, you must know that. And 
I think you love me. Will you marry me?’

‘Darling, yes. How soon? High-speed?’
‘Sadly we’ll have to wait for years. Maybe 

for ever.’ 
‘Oh no!’ she cried, sobbing inconsolably.

Sylvia Fairley

NO. 3324: ADDED SEASONING

You are invited to submit nonsense verse 
on an autumnal theme. Please email entries 
of up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 1 November.
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SOLUTION TO 2624: HIM AND HER  

The  unclued Across lights are fictional captains and 
(Down) their ships. 10/24 (20,000 Leagues under the Seas), 
11/30 (C.S. Forester series), 13/33 (Moby-Dick), 21/20 
(BBC children’s TV) and 22/17 (Treasure Island).

First prize Linda Manson, Stoke Holy Cross, Norfolk
Runners-up K.G. Osgood, London Colney, Herts;  
Caroline Sutton, Rhiwbina, Cardiff

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

Magnus Carlsen was, as he said, ‘completely 
crushed’ in the second round of the Qatar Masters 
earlier this month. His opponent, 23-year-old 
Alisher Suleymenov from Kazakhstan, is a 
grandmaster, but on paper nowhere near to the 
level of the world elite. He played the game of his 
life, but his achievement was undermined by 
Carlsen’s intemperate comment (on X) that ‘as 
soon as I saw my opponent was wearing a watch 
early in the game, I lost my ability to concentrate’. 

Predictably, this began a frenzy of gossip, though 
the world no. 1 soon clarified that he was not 
accusing his opponent of cheating. The sad truth is 
that a miasma of mistrust is encroaching year by 
year. That paranoia is not baseless – technology is 
getting smaller and cheaper, and there is a 
perception that the sporadic reports of busted 
miscreants represent only the tip of the iceberg.

In top-tier tournaments, players are familiar with 
a few standard measures. Airport-style metal 
detectors are prevalent, and watches and personal 
pens, which might conceal some receiving device, 
are forbidden. Smartphones are banned in the 
playing hall, even for spectators, and games are 
broadcast online with (say) a 15-minute delay, to 
make it harder for a remote assistant to transmit 
timely advice. Players broadly assent to these 
disruptions, although many (including me) believe 
a determined cheat could circumvent them.

Carlsen’s exasperation was aimed primarily at 
the organisers for not even taking care of the 
basics, although they took steps to address his 
concerns in subsequent rounds. Suleymenov’s 
splendid win is shown below.

Alisher Suleymenov-Magnus Carlsen
Qatar Masters, October 2023

1 d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nf3 b6 4 a3 Ba6 5 Qc2 
Bb7 6 Nc3 c5 7 e4 cxd4 8 Nxd4 Bc5 8…Nc6 
is a decent alternative, but the game Christiansen-
Karpov, Wijk aan Zee 1993 ended abruptly: 
9 Nxc6 Bxc6 10 Bf4 Nh5 11 Be3 Bd6?? 12 Qd1! 
forked knight and bishop so Karpov resigned. 
9 Nf3 Nc6 10 b4 Be7 11 Bb2 Qb8 12 Rd1 
O-O 13 Be2 d6 14 O-O Rc8 15 Rfe1 Bf8 
16 Bf1 Ne7 17 Nb5 Ne8 17…Ng6 was much 
the lesser evil, though allowing 18 Bxf6 gxf6 was 

In Competition No. 3321 you were invited 
to provide a love scene from a novel set in a 
location that might not be considered condu-
cive to romance. 

There was a distinctly scatological flavour 
to this week’s postbag. Rubbing shoulders 
with the abattoirs and morgues were sewage 
treatment plants and waste- contaminated 
waters. Adrian Fry’s description of romance 
blossoming in a post-thermonuclear apoca-
lypse government bunker earns an honour-
able mention: ‘Their past as local authority 
officials retreated to irrelevance, their future 
as irradiated cannibals above ground proved 
literally unimaginable…’. As does Nick 
MacKinnon’s glue factory tryst: ‘Julianna 
had been warned about the men in Industrial 
Adhesives. “They’ll treat you like another 
Post-it Note on their bedroom mirror: easy-
on, easy-off, no residue. Find a nice boy in 
Consumer Stickies.”’

The winners, printed below, are rewarded 
with £30 each.

– You’re quite a catch, he said.
It was the best he could do, and she loved him 

for it, although the pit of half-alive fish into which 
they’d slipped was causing them problems with 
balance and breathing. She tried to struggle 
towards him, shifting some of the smaller creatures 
from before her to behind her. It was slow going, 
and the sea-drool and scales were starting to soak 
her. If only she could reach him, she would kiss 
him so deeply, let her tongue lounge against his 
salty lips.

His head surfaced again, white and clammy, 
eyes agog with love and wonder, mouth gasping, 
opening and closing, trying to pronounce her name. 
Oh such feelings welling up within her! Fish nudged 
and nipped her as she made another attempt, her 
free arm grasping at the fetid air as if it might 
propel her forward. He sank again, lovely as ever.
Bill Greenwell

Duncan’s hands on the cleaver were strong, yet 
sensitive. Doris held tightly to her thick 
Cumberland sausages, longing for his touch on her 
chicken thighs. There was something so dashing in 
his chain-mesh glove, the precise way he sliced 
T-bones, the bold bloody stains of his apron. 
Marinating in emotions, she remembered his recent 
exploration of her body, savouring her like the 
finest tripe. No other butcher handled her rump so 
masterfully. Even the specials on display were like 
him; raw and wild, fresh, spicy and juicy. His tying 
up a roast with string and swift use of the bacon 
slicer reduced her to jellied brawn. The hanging 
carcasses reminded her of his beefy, yet tender 
arms. She loved his tongue, his kidneys, his liver, 
his lamb loins and his steak tartare. As their eyes 
met over the counter, the air crackled like perfectly 
roasted pork fat. 
Janine Beacham

The air-conditioning in the editorial suite of the 
Methodist Recorder was efficient, yet Derek 

PUZZLE NO. 774

Black to play. Dubov-Anand, Levitov Chess 2023. 
Dubov has just grabbed a pawn on b7. Which 
response gave Anand a decisive advantage? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 23 
October. There is a prize of £20 for the first correct 
answer out of a hat. Please include a postal address 
and allow six weeks for prize delivery.
Last week’s solution 1…Re3!, as 2 fxe3 
Qxg3+ 3 Kh1 Nxe3 threatens Qg2# and Nxc2. In 
the game 2 Rfe1 Rae8! renewed the threat of 
Rxf3+, Qh2+ etc and White resigned soon after.
Last week’s winner Aaron Milne,  
Winnington, Cheshire

Chess 
Upset 
Luke McShane

Eight unclued lights are of a 
kind. Their unchecked and 
mutually checked letters can be 
rearranged to spell TOY OF A 
PARISH DEACON.

Competition 
Setting off 
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 20... Bf8-e7
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