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LIFE LIFE

by repetition, as has occurred a few times after 
10 Qc4 Kh7 11 Qe4+ Kg8 12 Qd5+. But he 
was clearly unprepared for Theodorou’s next 
move, which asks more questions to the 
defender. 10 Nd5 Re8 11 Qd4 Kh7 (see 
diagram) 12 Bxh6!  Played instantly, so 
Theodorou was almost certainly still following 
his pre-game analysis. Radjabov’s next move 
seems to be the decisive mistake. Instead, 12…
Nc6 probably survives, though Black must 
walk a tightrope right to the end, e.g. 13 Qf4 
Rf8 14 Ng5+ Kxh6 15 Qh4+ Kg6 16 Qh7+ 
Kxg5 17 O-O-O g6 18 h4+ Kf5 19 g4+ Kxe5 
20 Qg7+ Kd6 21 Nb4+ Ke6 22 Re1+ Kd6 
23 Rd1+ with a draw. gxh6 13 O-O-O Re6 
14 Nf6+ Kh8 15 Nh4 The attack is 
overwhelming. d6 16 Qf4 Kg7 17 Qg4+ Kh8 
18 Ng6+ Kg7 19 Nf8+ A neat finale. 
Black resigns on account of 19…Kxf8 
20 Qg8+ Ke7 21 Qg7 mate.

Vincent Keymer–Richard Rapport
European Team Ch, Budva, November 2023

An exquisite missed opportunity from the 
Germany-Romania match. 22 d6 suggests itself, 
but Rxd6+ 23 Ke3 Be6 is fine for Black, so 
Keymer played 22 Ne1 and won a long game. 
But 22 Nd4!! wins in style. After 22…exd4 23 
d6 the d-file is closed, so Black is soon mated, 
e.g. 23…Rf8 24 Rh8+ Kg7 25 R1h7 mate. Or 
22….Rd6 23 Nb5 also wins easily.

  Across
 1 Require clothing true 

eccentric altered (8)
 8 Axes reportedly in bags (4)
 11 Anything mischievous 

gets uncovered (5)
 13 Sadly hugging Romeo, 

starts to offer love and 
pines (7)

 14 Roman scholar in V&A 
takes over (5)

 15 Gangster’s girl from 
America caught shellfish 
(7)

 17 I demand to pay revered 
Norse lady (4)

 18 Foreign pal’s husband  
in US 41 (5)

 19 Marble bust by current 
earthwork (7)

 23 Albert has hatred for 
medieval estate (7)

 24 Parasite in bouquet  
given to mother (6)

 25 A sailor grasps coppers  
in compound (8)

 26 Part of score – sadly Bali 
got zero (8)

 27 Shrub for e.g. oolong (6)
 29 USA needing real changes, 

generally (2,1,4)
 33 Bravery not initially an 

ancient quality (7)
 34 Make an off-peak call in 

the Alps? (5)
 35 Run one? (4)
 37 Drop player who’s 

benched, right? (7)
 39 Excessively drunk, 

welcoming king saw 
inside this? (7)

 40 Setter’s aboard vehicle 
in coat (5)

 41 Class touring Catholic 
school (4)

 42 Time to work in feeble 
confusion, it’s said (8)

  Down
 2 Boy held back by 

Adenauer (4)
 3 Extremely tough Bobby’s 

beats (6)
 4 Air a tad corrupted for  

tree (7)
 5 Created aid supply that’s 

wiped out (10)
 6 Doctor on call dealing 

with reproduction (6)
 10 Chief revolutionary has 

money, going after it (6)
 12 Linguist’s idea, awful 

starter of mixed salad (6,3)
 21 Utter rogue with maid 

making Roman bowl (9)
 27 Wan, sober European 

artist’s colours (7)
 28 Comes back in a state – 

beard’s oddly cut (7)
 29 First of 28 via text is 

the pits (6)
 30 I’m amazed, pocketing 

fifty grand (6)
 31 Withdrew assistance of 

peacekeepers (6)

 32 Make foolish Oscar 
cream cakes (5)

 36 Place for flogging English 
horse (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
6 December. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2632, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The early deadline 
is because of the Christmas 
printing schedule.

Crossword 
2632: 
Troublesome 
situation  
by Lavatch

Then sell the debt to other men
Who’d pay, and sell it on again.
 
But then there came the fateful day
A bank he dealt with could not pay.
He had to sell his house and grounds
Which left him less than twenty pounds.
 
He tried to win back all his things
By gambling on the sport of kings.
But all the horses and their men
Could not set Humphrey up again.
Philip Roe/Hilaire Belloc’s ‘Humpty Dumpty’

High on a wall of British build, which far
O’ershadowed perches other eggs might boast,
Humpty exalted sat, by hubris raised
To that egg-eminence; nor did he dream
That such security could ever fail,
That walls might prove unstable, that he might
Fall, with results full catastrophical.
And when it happened, not a single horse
That in the royal stables hay consumed
Could aid him, nor their human counterparts,
The King’s own menfolk, could aught do but 
 grieve
That neither cunning nor intelligence
Could piece together what in dreadful fracture
Was now but shelly fragments that did swim
Forlornly in a white and yolky lake.
George Simmers/Milton’s ‘Humpty Dumpty’

Nobody seemed to hear him, Jack Horner,
In his corner contentedly humming,
‘I’m such a good Christmas pie boy,
Not eating, but thumbing!’

Poor kid, he always loved Christmas,
He loved a plum,
And nobody ever understood that trick
With his thumb.

He was quiet all season in the corner
As carols were piping and drumming,
Jack with his Christmas pie,
Not eating, but thumbing.
Chris O’Carroll/ 
Stevie Smith’s ‘Little Jack Horner’

I wonder by my troth what made thee scale
That perilous steep, a parable of life,
Thy journey Jack, alas, was doomed to fail,
Thy quest for Living Water, bound for strife.
Like Adam didst thou falter, trip and fall
And with thee Jill, thy partner, tumbled down,
Yet, just like Eve, she came not to thy call
Nor tended to thy bruis’d and broken crown.
Thy balm was sour vinegar, the same
As offer’d was to Christ when He did thirst,
A remedy that did relieve and tame
The pain and hurt with which thy fall was curs’d.
How sad it is that she who fell with thee
Did only grin to see thy plaster’d head.
God grant that, unlike them, we learn to be
More cautious on the perilous paths we tread.
Alan Millard/John Donne’s ‘Jack and Jill’

NO. 3329: FESTIVE VILLANELLE

You are invited to submit a villanelle on a 
festive theme. Please email entries to lucy@ 
spectator.co.uk by midday on 1 December. 
The early deadline is because of seasonal 
production schedules.

SOLUTION TO 2629: URBAN RENEWAL   

Unclued lights are anagrams of US state capitals: 13A 
Boise; 18A Dover; 23A Raleigh; 24A Denver; 28A 
Madison; 38A Salem; 3D Austin; 22D Des Moines; 27D 
Lansing. 12A/2D is an anagram of Oklahoma City and 
40A/29D of Baton Rouge. 

First prize Heather McLaren, Seaford, East Sussex
Runners-up Iain Chadwick, Edinburgh; 
Raymond Wright, Wem, Shropshire

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

My hotel room in Montenegro enjoys a 
picturesque view of the Adriatic sea. It’s a 
15 minute drive to Sveti Stefan, the island where 
Fischer faced Spassky in their 1992 rematch, 
20 years after Fischer won the world title in 
Reykjavik. I am here playing for England in 
the biennial European Team Championship, 
where we have just finished in 6th place in the 
Open event, and 13th in the Women’s event. 
More on that to follow, but for now, some 
highlights from the event.

In the following game, a young Greek 
grandmaster defeated his elite Azeri opponent 
in ferocious style. In a Petroff defence (2…Nf6), 
Radjabov’s gambled with the rare and risky 
move 4…Bc5, presumably counting on the 
move’s surprise value, where 4…d5 is the more 
popular and safer choice. But Theodorou, who 
used only around ten minutes for the whole 
game, charged straight down the critical line.

Nikolas Theodorou–Teimour Radjabov
European Team Ch, Budva, November 2023

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nf6 3 d4 Nxe4 4 dxe5 Bc5 
5 Bc4 Nxf2 6 Bxf7+ Kxf7 7 Qd5+ Kg6 
Black would like to play 7…Ke8 but after 8 Bg5 
Be7 9 Bxe7 Qxe7 10 Kxf2 White’s easy 
development promises an advantage. 8 Qxc5 
Nxh1 9 Nc3 h6  Radjabov is a whole rook up, 
but he is not so naive as to have given no thought 
to his king safety. It is likely he expected a draw 

In Competition No. 3326 you were invited to 
submit a nursery rhyme recast in the style of 
a well-known poet.

One of my favourite twists on a nursery 
rhyme is Lewis Carroll’s ‘Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Bat’, the Mad Hatter’s party piece in 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.

Twinkle, twinkle, little bat!
How I wonder what you’re at!
Up above the world you fly,
Like a teatray in the sky.   

But ‘Twinkle, Twinkle’ popped up only 
occasionally in the entry, outflanked by 
‘Humpty Dumpty’, ‘Jack and Jill’ and, star of 
the show, ‘Three Blind Mice’. David Silver-
man leads the way with Milton’s version. He 
and his fellow winners take £25.

Of murine woe and grief agrarian
Sing, Heav’nly Muse, that mortals might behold
That triune troop of mice, devoid of light,
As, paw in paw, with stumbling steps and swift
They through the farmyard squeak their sightless 
 way –
Oh dark, dark, dark amid the blaze of noon! 
While they consider how their light is spent,
There stands their ruthless, rustic Nemesis.
Mad, merciless, she brandishes her blade –
As sharp as those that bore the Cherubim
That guard the gates of Eden’s Paradise –
Which thrice she strikes through their ill-fated 
 tails.
Oh e’er was there as sorry sight as this?
Three meek and blameless creatures, wrought of 
 God,
Aforetime sightless, tailless now, each mouse
So shortened by a cruel farmer’s spouse?
David Silverman/Milton’s ‘Three Blind Mice’

Half a league, half a league,
Ten thousand fighting men
Lining up side by side
Ready for battle, when
‘Upwards!’ the Old Duke cried –
Moving with measured stride
Marched the ten thousand.
Theirs not to reason why,
Reaching the top, the cry
‘Make the descent!’ and then
Ten thousand fighting men
Turned and marched down again.
Theirs but to do or die,
On the hill, high or low,
Halfway down, to and fro
Marched the ten thousand. 
Sylvia Fairley/
Tennyson’s ‘The Grand Old Duke of York’’

Young Humphrey had a system which
Had made him fabulously rich.
Until he had his sudden fall
He traded on a street called Wall.

He’d make a loan to folk who lack
The wherewithal to pay it back,

PUZZLE NO. 779

Black to play. Muir-Subelj, Euro Team Ch, Budva 
2023. White seems to have everything covered on 
the kingside, but the young Slovenian grandmas-
ter found a weak spot. What did he play? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 27 
November. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Rxf4! exf4 2 h6+ Kg8 
(else Qxf8 wins) 3 Rxg6+ wins
Last week’s winner Jonathan Brogden,  
Horsell Birch, Surrey

Chess 
Highlights from Budva  
Luke McShane

Unclued lights (including one 
hyphened) are of a kind. The 
theme word must be highlight-
ed in the grid.

Competition 
Rhyme time  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 11…Kg6-h7 White to play, position after 21… Rf8-d8
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