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LIFE

  Across
 1 Recited end of epic with 

ghosts (8)
 8 Special forces protecting 

large trees (4)
 11 Oddly, Ivor ain’t a 

Welshman (4)
 12 A run through e.g.  

London is a disaster (8)
 15 Venerated Roman digger 

outside of villa (7)
 17 Delayed returning with 

others (2,2)
 19 Ate real bananas in  

Lenten day (7)
 25 Digital features teachers 

fix at first (8)
 26 Man U send out hardy 

Norwegian (8)
 27 Child everyone knocked 

over in plains (6)
 33 Bored in uni? Need 

changes (7)
 34 African province gets 

good deal (5)
 35 Extinct beast of bear 

genus, not small (4)
 37 Feels excitement and 

ecstasy in academic text 
(7)

 39 Possibly spare one 
crustacean’s appendages 
(8)

 40 River banks hidden in 
West Bank city (4)

 41 Spot clothes from Elvis 
Presley (4)

 42 Carved bird started by 
engineer (8)

  Down
 1 Caught one pig around 

onions (6)

 2 Captain Cook using the 
other tap (4)

 4 Kind of dancing queens, 
one carrying a light (7)

 5 Joy at needless suffering 
(10)

 6 European with pimples, 
Othello character (6)

 7 Flailing philosopher 
admitted to rambling (11)

 8 Cubic measure of Easter 
eggs (5)

 9 See struggle to stop mould 
spreading in the theatre? 
(9)

 10 Marine mammals eating 
skin of edible fish (3-4)

 14 Problems binding bird’s 
bones (8)

 16 Restrained by medieval 
edict, or yeoman’s leaving 
(11)

 20 Come across ocean punch 
drunk (6,4)

 21 Like actor in Phaedra, 
gent I alarmed (8)

 26 What could be in DNA, 
ultimately purine base? (7)

 29 Husband leaves nothing, 
scoffing a sweet (6)

 30 Traitor drops back by river 
in Biblical region (6)

 31 Dodo’s flying? Not initially 
likely (4-2)

 32 Picked up actor Humphrey 
in truck (5)

 36 Simple flipping bit of 
ceremony (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
20 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2629, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2629:  
Urban renewal  
by Lavatch

magnified the horror and tragedy and provided 
much-needed local colour. Mrs Bennet could then 
have murdered Wickham in a rage for revenge, she 
in turn being hanged by the neck. This, I suggest, 
would be a far more satisfying story. An 
opportunity missed, I’m afraid. 
David Silverman/Thomas Hardy

Let me not to the writing of great lines
Admit impediments, but paradise,
Lost in a maze of overwrought designs,
Sickens the appetite and is a vice.
Hie thee hither Milton and I’ll pour
My righteous condemnation in thine ear;
We have divine accounts and need no more.
Your monstrous epic brings no joy, I fear.
Of man’s first disobedience we are told
In Bible words with which you should not vie
Yet pompously a fable you unfold
And you alone, dear Milton, can know why.
Your tiresome verse is like my witch’s brew.
Methinks, Beelzebub inspired you.
Frank McDonald/Shakespeare

I had hardly embarked upon Three Men In A Boat, 
my salty finger hovering expectantly upon the 
corner of the first page, when its facetious tone 
rendered me precipitately insensible. The most 
credulous mariner or deliriously slumbering sailor 
could not imagine gentlemen less fit to gaze into 
the magic glass of the watery deep, or to tangle 
with those who would hunt fish to the demoniac 
ends of the earth. At first sight, you would hardly 
believe they might board a vessel, and subsequent 
revelations prove their ineptitude with the steering 
oar. Would I had Jerome in my grasp, and that 
Queequeg might insert a curving blubber-hook 
into this limp, impoverished tale, to dispose of it in 
the wintry waste of deserted ocean. I opine that 
there is neither nourishment for thy soul here, nor, 
I bethink me, entertainment. Leviathan it is not. 
To say nothing of the ship’s dog.
Bill Greenwell/Herman Melville

And would you be a Realist?
I thought you not so cruel.
First, learn to be Depressing –
A very simple rule!
Then, write of Emma Bovary,
An inconsistent fool.

You only need one Character
To make your story fun;
The rest can be Predictable
Drawn in dimensions: one,
But now you need a Plot, you know,
To make the novel run.

So borrow one from Walter Scott,
But bring it up to date
And place it somewhere deadly dull
Where Emma meets her fate
And no one uses Common Sense
Until it’s far too late.
Frank Upton/Lewis Carroll

NO. 3326: RHYME TIME

You are invited to submit a nursery rhyme 
recast in the style of a well-known poet 
(please specify). Please email entries of up 
to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by mid-
day on 15 November.

SOLUTION TO 2626: ETERNAL YOUTH 

RICHMAL (13) CROMPTON (22) wrote about the  
always-11-years-old WILLIAM (27) BROWN (33).  
His group, THE OUTLAWS (38) consisted of HENRY 
(1A), GINGER (11), DOUGLAS (12) and JUMBLE  
the dog (21)

First prize Janis Bain, Bunessan, Isle of Mull
Runners-up Norman Melvin, Twickenham;
Richard Stone, Barton under Needwood, Staffs
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Unclued lights, including one 
of two words, are anagrams of 
words of a kind. Solvers must 
highlight two pairs of clued 
answers which are anagrams of 
two further examples.
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