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LIFE LIFE

   Such a ‘full point swing’ where a single 
careless move turns a win into a loss, is perhaps 
the ultimate agony for a chess player. 

Hans Moke Niemann-Mateusz Bartel
London Chess Classic 2023, December 2023

In this turbulent game, Bartel has relentlessly 
annihilated White’s kingside. His original 
queen was sacrificed, and the one on g1 is a 
promoted piece! Niemann’s king has run from 
h1 to d1, and Bartel has just chopped off a 
bishop on c2. Had Niemann held his nerve with 
44 Qh6+ Kg8 45 e7! the attack would have 
fizzled out, e.g. 45…Rgd2+ 46 Qxd2 Rxd2 
47 Kc1 and White wins. 44 Qxc2? Not quite a 
losing move, but a huge error. Rxc2 45 Nxc2 
Ne3+ 46 Kd2 Qf2+ 47 Kd3 Nxc2 48 d5 
48 Rxb7! Qf3+ 49 Kd2 Qxe4 50 e7! leaves 
Black nothing better than a perpetual. Nxb4+ 
49 Rxb4 Qc5 50 Rd4 Qd6 51 Ke4 Kg7 
52 Rd3 With the pawns blockaded, White 
must act decisively. 52 h5! Kh6 53 Kf3 Kxh5 
54 Re4! Qxd5 55 e7 seems to save the game. 
Qh2 53 Rc3 Qxh4+ 54 Kf5 Qh5+ 55 Ke4 
Qh4+ 56 Kf5 Qh2 57 Ke4 Kg6 58 Rc8 Qd6 
59 Rc2 Qg3 60 Rc8 Kg7 61 Kd4 Qf4+ 62 
Kd3 Qd6 63 Kc4 Kf6 64 Rh8 Qc7+ 65 Kd4 
Qg7 66 Rh1 Ke7+ 67 Kc5 Qg6 68 Rc1 Qd3 
69 Rc4 Qe3+ 70 Rd4 Qc1+ 71 Rc4 Qxb2 
72 Re4 Qb5+ 73 Kd4 Qxa5 74 Ke5 Qc7+ 
75 Kf5 White resigns

  Across
 11 Move left to right in 

washing plants (9)
 12 Bird of prey? (5)
 14 Mischief-maker’s 

restrained in hearing (4)
 15 Worry Camilla on a 

regular basis (3)
 18 Bone breaking seal’s coat 

of antimony (7)
 19 Lady chess champion 

bitten by snakes (7)
 22 Edrich perhaps pens a note 

for Strauss? (6)
 23 It’ll project language 

dividing France and Spain 
(6)

 24 Mosquito agrees to wipe 
out two hundred (5)

 27 Gascoigne avoiding his 
first yellow (5)

 29 Failing to digest a fizzy 
drink, say (6)

 31 Fiats in deals without new 
tyres initially (6)

 34 One involved in stocktake 
who’s making minimal 
noise (7)

 35 Eastern European becomes 
fashionable in Lancashire? 
(7)

 38 Menial character (3)
 39 Rascals used to calculate 

bridge score (4)
 41 Three notes, one of them 

backing another (5)
 42 Preacher sporting purple 

tie (9)
 
  Down
 2 Sailor needs bottle, one in 

the habit of leadership? (5)
 3 Land so far grabbed by 

idiot in a foreign office 
(7,4)

 5 Being a director in 
Scottish broadcasting eats 
up time (7)

 6 Acre overrun by revolting 
little animals (6)

 7 Spirit one is consuming in 
Champagne? (6)

 8 Doctor co-wrote Milton’s 
Buttercup (4-3)

 9 Be revolted by soprano 
leaving in hurry (4)

 10 Born and died in 
El Salvador’s poverty (9)

 15 What’s found in good area 
in the drink? (5)

 16 British Library 
unexpectedly emphasise 
rude words (11)

 20 His Excellency’s upset 
with crucial colony (9)

 21 Two articles making 
collection of gossip (3)

 25 Heath’s not the PM to 
abandon superpower (5)

 26 Make material repairs, so 
they say (3)

 28 Wind up I came across 
with vehicle on moon (7)

 30 McColgan’s trick: runner 
blocking bend (7)

 32 A king getting badly hurt? 
(6)

 33 Hamlet, or ‘the Prince’,  
in play (6)

 36 Sprinter’s greatest asset is 
illegal stimulant (5)

 37 Cause trouble in prison (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
22 January. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2635, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2635: Brilliant  
by Mr Magoo 

Hello! and Private Eye have departed for Dubai,
while Riyadh favours Country Life and Heat.
The Telegraph and Sun print the views of Kim  
 Jong-un,
but the barricades are manned in Old Queen Street.
Nick MacKinnon

Ring in the year Aquarius will dawn
And peace will guide the planet then and love
Will steer the stars – Oh ever-blessèd morn!
And then the hawk will share nest with the dove,
The Mighty Quinn the Inuit will teach
The world to sing in harmony and rhyme
An ode to joy and freedom! None need preach
For all men shall be brothers. ’Tis the time
For peace – I swear it’s not too late, my friend!
Like men of old, we’ll find Truth’s guiding star
And so at last the world will see an end
To war, to Brussels sprouts, to VAR!
You may say I’m a dreamer. You’d be right
But dreams like this will help me sleep at night.
David Silverman

The Daily Mail is kind to refugees,
headlines brimful with positive suggestions 
and praise for decency in our MPs,
their truthfulness in parliamentary questions.

TransPennine Trains turn up and run on time.
Doctors achieve pay settlements they’re due.
Poets resolve: The Only Way Is Rhyme.
The year’s top flavoured crisps are kangaroo.

Nigel Farage becomes a Trappist monk.
A new tax targets sugar, fats and sweets.
King Charles’ makeover restyles him in punk.
Cyclists agree to stick to roads, not streets.

The Angel of the North makes his first flight.
The Fourth Plinth hosts a bust of Chairman Mao.
Sago becomes a culinary delight.
A pair of flying pigs glide over Slough. 
D.A. Prince

I scry with my inner eye
A new year beginning with June.
There’ll be autumns and springs ’til you’re sick of 
 the things
And a permanent, swollen full moon.

I scry and, aye, prophesy
That Elvis will come back alive,
Having transitioned gender, he’ll trill Love Me 
 Tender
While teaching Glaswegians to drive.

I scry and so can espy
The AI elected as POTUS.
Having deepfaked itself and sequestered your wealth
It retires to eat digital lotus.
 
I scry, had better say why
My visions seem weirdly unlikely:
If I were to foretell events merely banal
They’d not have me on TV twice nightly.
Adrian Fry

NO. 3333: FACT OR FICTION

Ben Schott wrote a short story that united 
Donald Trump with Jeeves and Wooster. You 
are invited to submit a short story that fea-
tures Trump, or a politician of your choice, 
in another well-known fictional landscape. 
Email entries of up to 150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 17 January.
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SOLUTION TO 2633: HIGHLY CRITICAL  

According to the ODQ, the Holy Roman Emperor Joseph II 
said of The Abduction from the Seraglio: ‘Too beautiful for 
our ears, and much too many notes, dear Mozart.’

First prize Sue Topham, Elston, Newark, Nottinghamshire 
Runners-up Anthony Harker, Oxford;
Rosemary Paquette, Toronto, Canada

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Michael Adams described his victory at last 
month’s London Chess Classic as ‘probmfably my 
best ever result’. Rated fourth in the world in his 
prime, Adams has won countless tournaments, but 
was delighted that, at the age of 52, he could still 
triumph against a much younger field. The top 
seed was the Indian teenager Gukesh, who 
reached the world top ten earlier this year.
   Adams scored two early wins in his trademark 
positional style against Amin Tabatabaei from 
Iran and Mateusz Bartel from Poland. But he got 
a lucky break in the sixth round, where the French 
grandmaster Jules Moussard’s exemplary play 
unravelled after a moment of carelessness. 
White’s bishop outshines its counterpart on f6, 
and Moussard decided it was time to strike.

Jules Moussard-Michael Adams
London Chess Classic, December 2023

31 Bxf7+! Rxf7 Ruefully, Moussard told me the 
next day that 32 f4 was his original intention here. 
That move wins, and for a player of his calibre, 
the following calculation is straightforward:  
32…Qg4 33 Rb8+ Rf8 34 Qd5+ Kh7 35 Rxf8 
and White easily escapes the checks, e.g. 35…
Qe2+ 36 Kh3 Qg4+ 37 Kh2 Qe2+ 38 Qg2. But 
then he spotted 32 Qe6?? Moussard played it on 
impulse, since it appears to win far more simply, 
e.g. 32…Qg6 33 Qe8+ Rf8 34 Qxg6. Be7! Now 
33 Rb8+ Bf8 leads nowhere, and the extra bishop 
promises an easy win. White resigns 

In Competition No. 3330 you were invited to 
submit some improbable forecasts, in verse, 
for the year ahead. Things you deemed 
unlikely to happen this year ranged from the 
predictable – peace in Ukraine, a reversal of 
climate change – to the whimsical: Donald 
Trump as the next Pope and Snoop Dogg 
eloping with Penny Mordaunt. The winners 
earn £25. 

Around the UK coast he’ll steer
His rusty, overladen barge,
locating homes for refugees…
What are you up to now, Farage?

If punishment that’s capital
Can find itself again restored,
There’ll be a chance for Penny M,
To demonstrate her massive sword.

Incompetently, Cleverly
Called Stockton some disgusting names,
But, in this topsy-turvy world,
The New Year holds great hopes for James.

And soon we’ll cheer for Meghan’s Hal –
They say his follow-up to Spare
Is guaranteed the Booker prize,
And/or the Oxford English Chair! 
C. Paul Evans

Donald Trump will bend his knee,
confess his sins, repent,
then focus on philanthropy
till down to his last cent,
then find himself a campaign bus
to travel nationwide in,
confessing, ‘I was treasonous,
so please elect Joe Biden.’

Then Putin, moved to tears by this,
will pull out from Ukraine,
and all the crazies of the world
will suddenly turn sane.
And by the end of twenty-four
the hungry will be fed.
What’s more, there’ll be an end to war
in the year that lies ahead.
Robert Schechter

The murmurs of ‘Good show!’ out of 15 Savile Row
when Rishi Sunak’s trousers meet his shoes,
are found to be misplaced when a lower-riding  
 waist
discloses his Luke Skywalker tattoos.
 
An Arran-wide bonanza from Kildonan to 
 Lochranza
when a ferry plies the mackerel-teeming Firth,
is surpassed when Lorna Salter in a yellow 
 excavator
duals the carriageway from Inverness to Perth.

As the Chipping Norton set infiltrate the Cabinet,
the Bamfords bring organic expertise,
Lord Clarkson is arrayed as the Secretary of Trade,
and Alex James as Minister for Cheese.

PUZZLE NO. 782

White to play. Mateusz Bartel-Jules Moussard, 
London Chess Classic 2023. Bartel’s next move 
yielded a crushing advantage. What did he play? 
Email answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Mon-
day 8 January. There is a prize of £20 for the first 
correct answer out of a hat. Please include a post-
al address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Ne5!, e.g. 1…dxe5 
2 Qd8# or 1…Kxe5 2 Qh8# or 1…d5 2 Ne6# or 
1…Nxd3 2 Nef3# or 1…Nc2 2 Ngf3#
Last week’s winner Mike Pitt, Cardiff

Chess 
London Classic  
Luke McShane

The unclued entries (three of 
two words, two of three words, 
one of one word) each complete 
a phrase starting with the same 
first word.

Competition 
Not likely  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 43…Rc8xc2

White to play, position after 30…h6-h5
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