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LIFE LIFE

In fact, prearranged draws are sufficiently 
common, and so openly discussed, that I suspect 
some players are barely even aware that they are 
forbidden. In truth, there is no practical way to 
prevent them. Experienced tournament players 
will know several opening variations in which 
the optimal moves lead to a draw by repetition 
of position (see below). So players can have a 
legitimate reason to make these moves, but they 
also grant a kind of ‘plausible deniability’ to 
those who have prearranged the result.

Undoubtedly, the arbiter made the right call 
in the Dubov-Nepomniachtchi case. One cannot 
turn a blind eye to match-fixing (however 
benign) when it blows a raspberry right at you. 
But let’s not imagine that making an example of 
these players will eliminate the friendly draw. 
There are many pathways to peace.

Below, a beautiful game drawn by repetition. 
In 1988, Seirawan’s 9…Bxb5! was a brilliant 
innovation, but since then many have followed 
the same path. I assume some were genuine, 
while others were done with a nod and a wink.

Gyula Sax-Yasser Seirawan
World Cup, Brussels 1988 (see diagram)

1 e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 3 Nc3 g6 4 f4 Bg7 5 Nf3 
c5 6 Bb5+ Bd7 7 e5 Ng4 8 e6 fxe6 9 Ng5 
Bxb5 10 Nxe6 Bxd4 11 Nxd8 Bf2+ 12 Kd2 
Be3+ 13 Ke1 Bf2+ Draw agreed

  Across
 1 Maybe PC speed unit cut 

after unexpectedly taking 
van (8)

 6 About to display ancient 
nut (6)

 12 Local scolding somehow 
raises your back (8)

 13 Developer of global 
movement almost left (5)

 14 Dogged has-been hooligan 
welcomes trouble (6)

 15 Chain two blokes side by 
side (6)

 20 Returning from Dubai, 
unnerving bore (5)

 21 American people 
embracing setter’s vigour 
(9)

 24 Extremely sick and unwell, 
dispersing in Glasgow? (8)

 25 Obduracy shown by most 
of gang outside North 
London? (8)

 30 Zigzags in descent at 
swimming (9)

 31 William (Bill) covers at 
least two feet (5)

 35 European industrial gear 
grabs earth, perhaps (6)

 36 Joyous cry from house, 
talk-show host belting out 
piano (6)

 37 Character on staff, 
ultimately retiring, all but 
split (1,4)

 38 Spiders managed to perish, 
rolling in lava (8)

 41 Rancid point, between the 
lines (6)

 42 Snare docked dog crossing 
lake (8)

  Down
 2 Elastic in sterile pants (9)
 3 Helpless Australian city 

girl (5)
 4 One who designates 

condition about Stoker (7)
 5 Old injury upset Muslim 

lord (5)
 6 Unending pasta sauce 

initially choked some very 
bright sparks (6,4)

 7 Hard, outwardly 
adversarial, near the bone? 
(7)

 8 Sequel once changed 
persuasive speeches (10)

 17 Blimey – nerds without 
clothing (3)

 18 In return, he can never hurt 
(2,8)

 19 With urgency, secretive 
about missile (10)

 22 Bird in flight around India, 
migrating when it’s cold 
(9)

 26 Drifters, better topless, 
heading south (7)

 28 Mostly consider playing 
lower parts of duet (7)

 29 Endorsement, but not the 
second, gets through (3)

 32 Bacterium stage suppresses 
resistance (5)

 33 Metal bogey regularly jams 
in wheel alignment (3-2) 

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
29 January. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2636, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 

Crossword 
2636:  
Happy ever after  
by CheeseCracker 

Dear Sir.
    I write in great dissatisfaction. 

Full many a year I’ve laboured in thy service;
A scrivener recording mumbled words,
Correcting spelling errors, faults of grammar,
Completing and improving half-formed thoughts. 

Some instances: ‘To be, or the reverse’,
‘The quality of Mercy is not squeezed’,
‘Is this a paper-knife I see before me?’,
‘’Tis itchy for the head to wear a crown’,
‘If music be the food of love, eat on’ … 

All these, and other infelicities,
I did improve on thy behalf, unthanked
And unacknowledged. So I’ll serve no more
As thine amanuensis and thy scribe.
How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is
To serve a thankless bard! Thus, I resign. 

I am, Sir, yours sincerely,
Francis Bacon 
Brian Allgar

Dear Jesus,
It is with regret for what we might otherwise have 
achieved that I am vacating my discipleship with 
immediate effect. When first I followed you, I was 
promised the virtually unconditional love of our 
Lord and for this, initially, I was happy to settle, 
particularly given your insistence on the 
inestimable value of my soul. Some of this love, I 
concede, has been vouchsafed me along with much 
verbal instruction from yourself during which it 
has become apparent that this love is readily 
available to literally anyone asking for it. 
Throughout my time as an apostle, you have failed 
to attend to my pecuniary needs, compelling me to 
enter into arrangements with the Sanhedrin in 
order to assure my material wellbeing. Though 
lacking access to your supernatural insights, I do 
not think your ministry will endure long if you 
continue to underestimate your team.
   Judas Iscariot 
Adrian Fry

I know when I’m not wanted and, frankly, it’s 
their loss. Clearly my face didn’t fit among the 
privileged élite. They insisted I should fit the 
mould. Don’t seem to realise you need a diversity 
of roles and skill-sets in a team. Evidently I used a 
tad too much initiative for their liking. I wouldn’t 
conform to their woke agenda. But ‘obdurate pride 
and steadfast hate’ on my Myers-Briggs appraisal 
was harsh. Okay, I can be a bit of a rebel, some 
might say passive-aggressive, but to be ‘hurled 
headlong, flaming, from the ethereal sky’? Please! 
I’ll show them. Well, here I am and all I can say is 
it’s pandemonium down here but at least I’m 
appreciated by the locals. Finally found my tribe! 
Better to reign here than serve there. Together 
we’ll build a bright future. First, a spot of 
gardening I think. I’m self-identifying as a serpent.  
David Silverman

NO. 3334: CONSPIRATORIAL

You are invited to provide a poem about 
conspiracy theories. Please email entries of 
up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 24 January.

SOLUTION TO 2634: WORD CHAIN  

The word chain, starting (say) at 1 Down is: USEFUL, 
FULMAR, MARMOT, MOTHER, HERMIT, MITTEN, 
TENREC, RECUSE and then back to USEFUL

First prize J.J. Morris, Upper Nash, Pembrokeshire
Runners-up Jean Whitney, Perry Barr, Birmingham;
Stuart Hall, Mickleton, Gloucestershire

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

In 2021, Magnus Carlsen and Hikaru Nakamura 
caused a stir with their ‘Double Bongcloud’ 
opening, in an online game which began 1 e4 e5 
2 Ke2 Ke7, soon agreed drawn. Their act of 
flippancy, clearly spontaneous, drew a mixed 
response of laughter and tutting, but that game was 
unofficial and had no competitive significance. 

Similarly, at the World Blitz Championship, 
held in Samarkand in December, a game between 
Daniel Dubov and Ian Nepomniachtchi saw the 
players agree to a draw after White’s 13th move. 
So far, so unremarkable, and many games at the 
tournament were concluded even faster. (Some 
events forbid early draws by agreement, but not 
in Samarkand).

The joke was that not a single pawn was moved. 
Instead, both players trotted their knights around, 
before returning them back to base, swapping them 
round in the process. The game went: 

1 Nf3 Nf6 2 Nd4 Nd5 3 Nb3 Nb6 4 Nc3 Nc6 
5 Ne4 Ne5 6 Ng5 Ng4 7 Nf3 Nf6 8 Ng1 Ng8 
9 Nc5 Nc4 10 Na4 Na5 11 Nc3 Nc6 12 Nb1 Nb8 
13 Nf3 Draw agreed

Evidently, this tickled the players, but each 
made several moves which were conspicuously 
stupid. It was easy to infer that the game was a 
sham, and that the players had agreed to draw 
before they began. That was later confirmed 
when their amicable pre-game chat turned out to 
have been recorded. Offering and accepting a draw 
is permitted, but doing it before the game has 
begun is not. ‘The players shall take no action that 
will bring the game into disrepute.’ An arbiter 
rarely invokes those ominous words, but this time 
he did, and instead of the standard half-point for a 
draw, both players were awarded a zero. That 
proved costly for Dubov, who went on to finish on 
15.5/21, half a point shy of Magnus Carlsen who 
won the gold medal with 16/21.

In competitive chess, throwing games surely 
happens occasionally (for money, of course), and 
is universally frowned upon, but prearranged 
draws attract almost no social censure. A draw may 
well be the most likely result, and only rarely does 
it disadvantage other competitors, who tend to 
have more to lose by being overtaken by one or 
other player in a decisive game. Betting on chess 
is extremely rare, so that is not the motive either.

In Competition No. 3331 you were invited to 
write a resentful note of departure on behalf 
of a well-known figure from the field of fact 
or fiction.

This challenge, set some time ago owing 
to seasonal production deadlines, was 
prompted by Suella Braverman’s splenetic 
broadside, but I decided to widen the brief 
beyond the political sphere. You duly cast 
your net far and wide, choosing subjects who 
ranged from Trollope’s unctuous, scheming 
curate Obadiah Slope to Nellie the Elephant.

Alan Millard’s Revd William Spooner 
earns a commendation: ‘Where is the hind 
kelp when needed by poor souls like me? 
Sadly it has been limply sacking from those 
who should cow more share for their staff. I 
therefore design as of row with little regret…’. 
As does Basil Ransome-Davies’s Kissinger 
and Russell Chamberlain’s John Lennon. 
The prizewinning entries printed below net 
their authors £30 each.

Disappointed to have stay cut short – dashed 
inconvenience – exemplary house guest – Stately 
Home – magnificent tidying-up skills – emptied 
fridge, Bollinger – wine cellar, Bordeaux – 
expensive affair, that – wrong bed, 2 a.m. – 
enraged duke – plastic doll, punctured – national 
scandal – monarchy threatened – should Jingle be 
blamed? Slid down banister – natural high spirits – 
dog, landed on – Truffles, Crufts winner – tail 
askew – most injurious – happy disposition and no 
tail to show it with – boa constrictor in parlour – 
bravely decapitated, egg scissors – snapped fangs 
like twigs – family pet – how could Jingle know? – 
toilet clogged – curries, lots – priceless Ming vase 
– large umbrella – crash – knock – vase in 
smithereens – glue in my portmanteau – repairs 
effected – given best bedroom – dark, spooky – 
candle left burning – towering inferno – excellent 
insurance company – ordered off property – 
farewell song offered, musical, Julie Andrews – 
auf wiedersehen – wrenching display – floods of 
tears, pleadings to remain – affecting, very.
Janine Beacham/Alfred Jingle 

Shall I compare me to a winter’s day
When chilly winds compel me to depart?
Contempt is now poured on my every play
That in the past was once considered art.
I go, I go, for strident fools invite me
To shed the crown I wore for centuries,
Damned like Macbeth by those who wish to 
 fight me
For using words that shock minorities.
But who would stay in this once pleasant land
That sanctions Caesar just for saying ‘fat’,
Where words that ring with common sense are 
 banned
And criticism wears a jester’s hat?
By empty vessels wisdom once contemned
Out, out I’m thrust, my literature condemned.
Frank McDonald/Shakespeare

PUZZLE NO. 783

White to play and mate in two moves. Composed 
by Ivar Godal, Ideal-Mate Review, 1983 Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 15 
January. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Bxe5! fxe5 (or  
1…Rxh7 2 Rxf6!) 2 Rxe6! Rxf3 3 Rxe8+ wins
Last week’s winner Boris Alperowicz, 
South Nutfield, Surrey

Chess 
Horsing around  
Luke McShane

Twelve unclued lights may be 
grouped into three quartets and 
their unchecked letters spell out 
ask engineering-academy.
gov.uk; each quartet comprises 
two natural pairs. All unclued 
entries are normal words, one is in 
Merriam- Webster and one is the-
matically linked to its quartet via a 
Broadway musical. 

Competition 
Exit wounds  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 10…Bxd4!
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