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LIFE

  Across
 1 Make bourgeois rogue 

grin, yet to embrace 
female (8)

 8 Small cover for head or 
neck (4)

 11 A sailor pockets peso with 
original value (2,3)

 14 Old Yemeni’s brief month 
in Israel (5)

 15 Some poetry’s mood 
extremely humane (7)

 17 Expert delaying old 
emperor (4)

 18 Politician blocks great 
excuse (5)

 19 A relative pens book 
having no life (7)

 23 Fish in benign border of 
greenery (4,4)

 24 Shearwater bird eats silver 
penny (6)

 25 Arbiters’ dispute with 
soldiers (7)

 27 Film writer welcomes 
current work (6)

 29 Ma working with needle 
American decorated (8)

 34 Speaking about pounds, 
making killing (7)

 35 Edna, untroubled, hosts 
relative (5)

 36 Thus touring occasionally 
posh bit of London (4)

 38 Record almost everything 
concerning innards (7)

 39 Benefit, isolating small 
particle (5)

 41 Time in new home for 
Aussie addict (5)

 42 Endlessly long period (4)
 43 Huge ruler put on weight, 

mostly (8)

  Down
 1 Chatterbox like bishop 

cracking joke (6)
 2 Poet’s easily cut old 

number (4)
 4 Admired Conservative 

plugs kind of bonding (6)
 5 Bed rest for invalid from 

wood (6-4)
 6 Fitting clothing for earl 

– it can’t be declined (6)
 7 Soldier claimed drunk’s 

helping doctors (11)
 8 Critic’s special complaint 

(5)
 10 One’s splitting common 

rock (7)
 12 Boats from Riga with sea 

up high (9)
 16 Poor sides in ideal soccer 

tie with equal potential 
(11)

 21 Most spotted means to 
stop heartless poet (9)

 22 Party can be darn merry 
(4,5)

 30 French article by wise 
French writer (6)

 31 Smashed British house (6)
 32 Drink for one award that’s 

lifted (6)
 33 Prophet adopts new taunt 

(5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
12 February. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2638, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2638:  
Capital fellow  
by Lavatch

Down, down he went, falling even further than 
he had in the polls.

‘Who are you?’ asked the caterpillar.
‘I’m a celebrity…’
‘How do you know?’
Nigel found, for some reason, he’d shrunk to 

three inches. ‘I’m not sure anymore. I just want 
someone to get me out of here!’

‘You’re looking for the exit?’
‘Brexit? Let’s dance to that!’
‘The Lobster Quadrille,’ cried the Mock Turtle, 

singing between sobs:

‘Will you walk a little faster? the lobster-catcher 
 cried,

There is another shore, you know, upon the other 
 side,

The farther off from England, the nearer is to  
 France

Will you, won’t you… come and join the dance…?’
Sylvia Fairley

One winter’s evening, I returned from my rounds to 
discover a striking, brown-haired woman sitting 
opposite Holmes.

‘Join us,’ said Sherlock. ‘Melania has just 
arrived. From her sharp facial features and heavily 
accented English, I deduce she’s central European, 
probably Slovenian, and has spent time in America.’

‘Indeed,’ said Melania. ‘And my husband, 
Donald, is a wealthy, older gentleman, a politician. 
I come about his lost election.’

‘Pray elucidate,’ said Holmes.
‘In Georgia and Arizona, his poll was weak.’
‘And how did this weakness affect him?’
Blushing, Melania continued: ‘In Georgia he 

attempted, unsuccessfully, to massage the poll.’
‘Madam,’ said Holmes. ‘I’m a detective, not a 

magician. I cannot overturn lost elections.’
Confused, Melania said: ‘But I’m here to 

consult Dr Watson.’
The penny dropped, and much to Melania’s 

chagrin, I and Holmes guffawed.
From my gladstone bag, I withdrew a bottle of 

blue pills. ‘For Donald’s lost election,’ I said.
Paul A. Freeman

Nearing the end of the Yellow Brick Road, Liz 
Truss remembered the friends she had lost on her 
journey. There was Kwasi Kwar-Tin, an animatron 
she abandoned when he got rusty; Suella 
BraverLion, who roared at migrant Munchkins but 
fled when they fought back; and Rishi Scarecrow, 
who blew away in the wind, as he was only made 
of straw.

Liz had even battled flying monkeys sent by 
the Wicked Witch of Debt, to thwart Liz’s quest to 
reform the market.

Finally, she reached the Economy Wizard’s lair 
and peeked behind the curtain, to find Andrew 
Bailey behind the controls. Liz was horrified – the 
market was all smoke and mirrors! Yet Andrew 
was cunning and promised she could still reform 
if she clicked her heels thrice and said: ‘There’s no 
tax at home.’ Liz obeyed and was magicked back 
to Norfolk, her premiership of Emerald City over 
like a dream.
Lauren Mappledoram

NO. 3336: GENESIS

You are invited to supply the story behind 
the composition of a famous poem. Please 
email entries of up to 150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 7 February.

SOLUTION TO 2635: BRILLIANT 

GREAT can, and often must, precede all the unclued entries.

First prize Roslyn Shapland, Ilkeston, Derbys
Runners-up Roger Cairns, Chalfont Heights, Bucks;
Trevor Burford-Reade, Harrow
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Unclued lights (including one 
pair giving a name, and one of 
three words from a quotation) 
form three groups; the word that 
links them all must be highlighted 
in the grid.
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