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LIFE

  Across
 7 Tax cuts regularly have 

an effect (3)
 11 TT race practice (3,3)
 13 Lunatic on motorway 

initially infuriated by a 
trifle (7)

 15 Previous player 
discontented with ten 
runs (5)

 16 Puzzle must primarily 
please (5)

 17 American certain to be 
rich (6)

 18 Sanctioned some 
alcoholic itinerants (5)

 20 Smile merrily, eating 
posh breakfast (6)

 22 Many bats bitten by 
cunning insect (4,3)

 27 Arrange an appointment 
with King George in 
advance (7)

 29 Tell story, finally 
changing the subject (5)

 30 Aristocrat wearing 
extremely precious gems 
(6)

 32 Opening, Stokes turned 
round a Test (5)

 34 Father Christmas cycling 
round lake at an angle 
(6)

 36 Cut state investment (5)
 37 High-ranking name 

recalling bender without 
wife (5)

 38 Hearing why Australian 
knight returned to region 
of New Zealand (7)

 39 Poor signal ranges (6)

  Down
 1 Like rickety Palermo cab 

(10)
 3 As a pre-teen you 

reportedly worried shrink 
(9)

 4 Greek scholar unwisely 
teases hornet (12)

 5 King heading off 
troublemaker in citadel (7)

 6 Made wealthy, spoilt 
children heartlessly kick 
stuffing out of Edward (8)

 7 Boxer swinging both ways 
in defence (5)

 8 Wrong half of horny 
reptile (4)

 9 Supple mountaineers 
ignoring limits (6)

 10 Dutch spirit made from 
sugar cane and wheat (5)

 12 Comfort chap covered in 
black stuff (6)

 21 Family embraced by lively 
lasses in furs (9)

 23 Old Balkan dude 
ascending huge throne (8)

 24 Indian royal used 
marihuana after leaving 
university (8)

 26 Resembling a mineral 
spring, endlessly deep (7)

 28 Sustained tango melody 
upset Oscar (6)

 31 Quench last of fires with 
large amount of water (5)

 33 Ban cheers and jeers for 
the most part (5)

 35 Photograph unexpected 
card game (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
22 April. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2648, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2648:  
Thus at an end  
by La Jerezana 

the Conservatives rather than Hitler. If my sermon 
today leans more heavily on Mam’s now 
disintegrating kitchen scrapbook of household tips 
than on the apocrypha, I hope you’ll forgive me 
later, having recreated Mam’s junket. After all, isn’t 
forgiveness the point?   
Russell Chamberlain/Alan Bennett

I don’t know how to begin on the subject of the gulf 
between rich and poor – whether the whole 
monstrous thing is inevitable, whether the misery is 
impossible to stem. But the damnable fact is, it 
exists. On the one hand, there are those too 
impoverished to keep themselves warm… yet there 
are fellows, elected it would seem, who throw out 
casual remarks, for instance that money earned from 
occasional writings is ‘chicken-feed’, despite their 
earning a quarter of a million a year. Anyhow, such 
men ignore the desperate sorrows of humanity. But 
there it is, an extraordinary matter. Well, I suppose 
you have the whole picture now. Such fellows are 
abominably selfish. And I believe they cause, at any 
rate, inordinate distress to those who want for the 
simplest things. One of these fortunate people was, 
how shall I put it, the saddest Tory I have ever heard. 
Bill Greenwell/Ford Madox Ford

You know what? People have got God all wrong. I 
figure an existential God, struggling to control the 
miracle of his own creation, the universe. More left-
field than we imagine. Sometimes a slugger, 
sometimes a bob-and-weave contestant, an Ali. But 
never a false prophet like Kennedy. This writer 
might be able to give Him some help. Take sex. 
Now I’m not going to napalm you with Genesis, but 
doesn’t it say ‘male and female He created them’? 
Suddenly it’s a war about pronouns, right? All the 
professors pitching in. Well, last time I looked there 
were existential differences, big-time. Try ignoring 
that. The powerful exchange of orgasmic energy 
between and man and a woman. That’s the dialectic 
politicians cannot solve. When the liberal centre 
surrenders a psychotic billionaire can sell the 
masses a cancerous Apocalypse. One final word, 
brethren: never masturbate. It kills the spirit.
Basil Ransome-Davies/Norman Mailer

Dearly Beloved Fellow-Fiends, 
My text today is from that old bore Jeremiah, 
chapter two, where he talks of travelling ‘through a 
land of deserts and of pits’. By the way, I am 
amused that humans might still think it odd that I, 
Senior Tempter Screwtape, can quote the Bible, 
when we have been using it for millennia as a 
wonderful instigation for discord and war. But 
today I shall leave the politicians to Our Father 
Below and concentrate on the issue of potholes, one 
of our finest diabolical achievements following the 
invention of the motor-car. Young tempters should 
distract motorists, so that they drive into the holes 
so liberally left unfilled because their leaders have 
wasted repair money on ephemeral nonsense and 
are bankrupt. Driving into a pothole encourages at 
the very least blasphemy, and hopefully one of their 
so-called deadly sins, wrath, which we have 
repackaged as ‘road rage’.
Brian Murdoch/C.S. Lewis

NO. 3346: LAST WORDS

You are invited to submit a poem or short 
story entitled ‘Epitaph on a Tyrant’. Please 
email entries of up to 16 lines or 150 words 
to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 17 April. 
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SOLUTION TO 2645: OLD COMRADES  

Unclued lights were characters in DAD’S ARMY which 
was set in WALMINGTON-ON-SEA.

First prize John and Di Lee, Axminster, Devon
Runners-up Andrew Garth, Ley Hill, Buckinghamshire;
Val Urquhart, Butcombe, Somerset

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

  

Eight unclued lights are of a 
kind. Their unchecked and 
mutually checked letters can 
be rearranged to spell ‘LIKE 
IMPIOUS MYTHIC LOCH 
NESS MONSTER’. Ignore an 
acute accent and two hyphens.
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