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LIFE

  Across
 1 Notice cutter that bobs up 

and down (6)
 4 Temporary halt proves to 

relax (4,4)
 9 Message no longer seen  

in Times (4)
 11 Pottery decoration from 

Riga nicer when fired (4,5)
 12 Shot a magpie (4)
 14 Hidden dry rot (6)
 16 Supply of drugs like 

heroin on the way (5)
 24 Theatre blessed to employ 

young singers (7)
 25 Rustling the paper (5)
 28 Beat poet’s first chanced 

on in soft glow (7)
 31 Remarkably clear deceit  

I resolved (7)
 34 Get back from playground, 

having left on purpose (7)
 37 One wears longer silk (5)
 38 One old dog taking the 

lead? This is rare (5)
 39 Too short a section at 

square dances (6)
 40 Woeful emotion on a  

date (4)
 41 Paired, began to grow 

without resistance (9)
 42 A friend for tea (4)
 43 In the basin, stirred  

liqueur (8)
 44 A loop of rope as sign to 

alien (6)

  Down
 1 Assist to review arrest (6)
 2 Raise measure to hold 

vote: he may not have  
one (5)

 4 Pouch not quite all of 9 (5)
 5 Marble spot in garden 

paving (7)
 6 Appropriate pressure to 

restore temper (3-4)
 8 Goes back and tries 

another remedy (8)
 10 Opening even suitable for 

the inexperienced (5-5)
 13 Billboard can be put on 

stage (7)
 15 From outfitter, hire motley 

Fool put on (8)
 18 Sprayer: German count 

and duke employing it 
(10)

 19 Extra large, the Spanish 
cherries (8)

 22 Aimed to achieve high 
point in a day (7)

 23 Saintly doctor shortly 
taking up fine, heavenly 
food (8)

 27 Joining in old dance, 
amateur is ready (1,2,4)

 32 Resolve of editor cooled 
enormously, on reflection 
(6)

 35 Irritate good class (5)
 36 Right to plug flimsy  

cause (5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on 24 June 2024. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2657, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2657:  
Out the back  
by Fieldfare

strategy. He challenged the hare to a race. The hare 
accepted. ‘See ya later, slowcoach,’ he yawned, 
trotting down the track. With 60 metres to go, he 
perhaps unwisely decided to take a nap. The tor-
toise overtook him. ‘Slow and steady…’ he sang to 
himself. Of course the hare’s other superpower was 
his remarkable hearing. Woken by the singing, he 
jumped up, securing his win in 2.85 seconds. Run-
ning faster wins the race.
David Silverman

I can win this challenge with a villanelle
If I conquer careful rhythm and master rhyme
And make sure the final verse goes really well. 
It’s important to project, not undersell,
And stick close to this poetic paradigm:
I can win this challenge with a villanelle 
I tend to get all shy at ‘show and tell’
But I’m working hard to get it right this time
And make sure the final verse goes really well. 
May I use a stupid rhyme like ‘William Tell’?
I’ll just hope the judges won’t deem it a crime
And make sure the final verse goes really well. 
Almost there and this is feeling mighty swell:
I won’t blow it now, there’s hardly any time,
I can win this challenge with a very nicely 
 put-together poetic effort.
Joseph Houlihan

The pressure’s unbearable at this stage of the game, 
the wall of noise, you’re within touching distance, 
you can scent victory. You’ve got yourself in a good 
position, leaning forward at just the right angle to 
make contact, holding your ground. And you’re 
keeping an eye on the opposition, checking where 
they are, trying to prevent a last-minute counter 
attack. But then you fall foul of the off-side rule, 
some bloke sees an opening, comes up on your right 
flank, barges straight through and all you can do is 
watch hopelessly from the sidelines and it’s boom! 
Back of the net. Two pints of lager, an Aperol spritz 
and just to add insult to injury, a packet of dry roasted 
peanuts. And you have to admit to yourself, not for 
the first time, that you just haven’t got what it takes. 
You lack that one essential quality, bar presence.
Sue Pickard 

I have been a jobbing comma too long. But now – 
now I’ve wangled a place in what is apparently a 
conspicuous paragraph in a James novel! It is the 
professional summit of a comma to occupy a space 
in the Master’s work, sedulously dividing phrase 
from phrase, like so, you see. What prestige! I had 
to brown-nose it a little with the punctuation police, 
I can tell you (and had, excuse me, to cut a dash, its 
impudence being appalling). I await the specifics. 
Perhaps a sinecure in a classic reprint of The Bos-
tonians? Or a theatrical flourish in a labyrinthine 
sequence of qualifications, say, in Daisy Miller? 
Perhaps a new discovery, a short story, unearthed, 
as it were, to join the canon. News! Why, here it 
is! Yes – it is a title quite unknown to me. I pre-
pare then, proudly, to join a leading sentence 
in Fifty Shades Darker.
Bill Greenwell

NO. 3355: BLISSFULLY IGNORING

You are invited to submit a romantic poem 
that does its best to gloss over something 
unlovely (16 lines maximum). Please email 
entries to competition@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 19 June.

SOLUTION TO 2654: 14-222   

The eight unclued lights are names of Roman emperors. 
The puzzle’s title refers to the period 14-222 AD covered 
by the eight reigns.

First prize Michael Crapper, Whitchurch, Hants
Runners-up Peter Moody, Fareham, Hants; Mark Steele, 
Hatfield, Doncaster

Name     
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A book title has three elements, 
each one suggested by three 
unclued lights. The author’s 
name is hidden in the grid and 
should be highlighted. Ignore 
three accents.
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