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LIFE LIFE

promotion can no longer be stopped. Black 
would actually be better off without the knight 
on b8! Alternatively, 9…Nxc6 10 Rxa8+ Nd8 
11 Rxd8+ Kxd8 12 Nxf7+ leaves White far 
ahead in material. Firouzja was left shaking his 
head, while Caruana could not resist a smile. 
The longtime world no. 2 is not known for 
blundering rooks in the opening. 

It’s curious to note that this exact position 
(after 8 dxc6) was reached in a grandmaster 
game last year. In the game Abasov-Brunello, 
from the European Championship in Serbia, 
the Italian grandmaster Brunello made the 
same initial error with 7…Be4, but after 8 
dxc6 he smelt a rat and chose 8…Nxc6, 
limiting the damage to a single pawn.

The motif is beautiful, but not 
unprecedented. The American grandmaster 
Robert Hess, commentating live online, 
anticipated the whole sequence before Firouzja 
had even played 7…Be4. There are many 
others, including the one below from 1911.

Carl Schlechter-Julius Perlis
Karlsbad International Masters 1911

1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Nf3 Bf5 4 Qb3 Qb6 5 
cxd5 Qxb3 6 axb3 Bxb1 7 dxc6! 7…Be4 
8 Rxa7! wins just as before, or 7…Bf5 8 cxb7! 
Perlis accepted the loss of a pawn instead. 
Nxc6 8 Rxb1 Black resigns at move 45.

  Across
 11 Disentangle one French 

composer (7)
 14 Department having some 

bargain dresses (5)
 16 Annoying children –  

crazy right through (5)
 19 Surfer returned French 

hooter at 1.10 (7)
 21 Something penned by 

Lehar, I assume? (4)
 23 A US politician entering 

top educational 
surroundings (7)

 25 Old sovereign’s glittering 
fishes (7)

 30 Severe criticisms of VAT, 
say (7)

 32 Road to nowhere (4,3)
 35 Still moving about on 

climbing frames (7)
 37 Black market trader’s 

location (5)
 40 Such idle eaters’ sports car 

(5)
 41 Graham and Sheena each 

turned back losing one or 
two letters for Indian 
princess (9)

 43 Transport in Lisbon 
melting tarmac by river (7)

 44 Former England wicket-
keeper’s dog (4,7)

  Down
 1 PSV employees go round 

one headland for 
entrepreneurs (11)

 2 Was sound asleep? (6)
 3 German artist, severe 

when cycling (5)

 5 Round loo upset at Test 
ground (4)

 6 Content of someone’s 
temporary home (4)

 7 King at dance, losing 
weight (7)

 8 One going in lower, not 
both (7)

 9 Vieux? (3,6)
 10 Planet’s epigrammist (7)
 17 A couple of French felled 

tree gauge (7)
 18 Relations with 50% of 

ward staff? (4-7)
 20 Keen to win set pieces (7)
 22 Snapshot catches an island 

in it – showing key 
technique (9)

 26 Lady Macbeth’s initial 
outburst passionately 
portrayed (5)

 27 Hanging basket on Venetian 
canals (7)

 28 Counsellor, regularly paid, 
avoids worry (7)

 29 Shell structure (7)
 38 Price of passage is not 

bad, we hear (4)
 39 Taylor – a late inclusion 

for Test (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
12 August. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2664, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2664:  
First name terms  
by Doc

tation of Charles’s offensive capability was accom-
plished with an efficiency few pundits are going to 
want to quarrel with, everyone agreeing the Carolin-
gian cause dead for a generation. 
Adrian Fry

It’s January 1649,
And Charles I, who plays for Kings Divine,
Will face the opposition one last time:
The Parliamentary Sulkers, dressed in black,
In 4-4-2, with Cromwell at the back,
Refuse to take the knee, but just attack.
Their striker wears a hood and gives a glare
(He’s wanted by Madrid, where kings are spare),
Then practises his axe-swish in the air.
He’s got one chance – just one – to get it right
(The artists will be sketching him tonight),
With not a hint of V.A.R. in sight!
The King sets down his neck upon the block,
And hearts within the crowd begin to knock:
The axe goes up – and thud! – the head must roll:
It’s a basket! It’s a touchdown! It’s a gooooaaaal!
Nicholas Lee

There were tense scenes at the Mont St Jean arena 
last night where an England side, struggling for 
form, came up against a revitalised French outfit 
marshalled by wily Corsican, Napoleon. England, 
led by experienced gaffer and renowned defensive 
tactician, Wellington, adopted a controversial four-
deep formation, bringing strength at the back but 
drastically reducing firepower. Faced with repeated 
French assaults there was some desperate defend-
ing from the home squad, and in a nerve-jangling 
climax they suffered a further blow when key player 
Uxbridge had his leg taken from under him by an 
explosive French shot. He kept his cool though and a 
late substitution in injury time, seasoned campaign-
er Blücher, proved decisive. The French attack melt-
ed away and England clinched victory. Afterwards 
Wellington described his men as a great bunch of 
lads but conceded that it was carnage out there, the 
nearest- run thing you ever saw in your life.
Sue Pickard

‘Well Gary, it was always going to come down to a 
penalty shoot-out.’

‘Yes Steve. You couldn’t make it up.’
‘You probably could Gary. It’s not Hamlet. Penalty 

shoot-outs are common.’
‘Absolutely Steve.’
‘You can cut the tension with a cliché as the play-

ers step up to decide who will win this general elec-
tion. First up for Labour Ravers, it’s Angela Rayner 
in wide green shorts. She runs up and… oh my 
word, she’s tripped over her voluminous legwear, 
headbutted the turf and missed the ball completely.’ 

‘Unbelievable Steve.’
‘Well, not really Gary… oh, never mind. Now 

it’s Liz Truss for Tories Disunited… with a horrible 
miscalculation, miles over the bar.’

‘Yes Steve, I think she killed a pigeon.’
[Five minutes later.]
‘So that’s it, all over. Ten penalties, all missed, 

but Labour Ravers are champions because their ball 
was first past the post.’

‘Amazing Steve. Tories Disunited are gutted.’
Joseph Houlihan

NO. 3362: AS THEY PREFER IT

You are invited to submit a passage from 
Shakespeare that has been rewritten by the 
sensitivity reader (16 lines/150 words maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 1 August.
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SOLUTION TO 2661: SPECTRUM  

The unclued lights are French words or phrases which 
include a colour: 2, 10/32, 21A/7D, 21D, 28/8, 36/11, 37/8 
and 38/15. Bleu at 8 does double duty, and ‘noir’ and 
‘noire’ are the two forms.

First prize Jeremiah Carter, Cambridge
Runners-up Ian MacDonald, East Grinstead, W Sussex; 
C.R. Haigh, Hassocks, W. Sussex

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

I have a pet theory, based not on hard data but on 
insights from postmortem chitchat. My theory 
says that novices and experts, when facing evenly 
matched opponents, make roughly the same 
number of screw-ups in a game. The difference is 
that the novice’s oversights will be far more 
significant. The novice walks into checkmate, 
where the grandmaster hangs a pawn. One 
blunders a bishop, where the other concedes 
a softening of the pawn structure. 

Strong players rely on their well-honed sense 
of danger to avoid the most egregious errors. 
After studying hundreds of thousands of tactical 
motifs, one just knows when a situation 
looks sketchy – perhaps there are a couple of 
undefended pieces, and the king is open to attack. 
Sometimes you have to work with that, but then 
the mental gears work hard to make sure the 
house of cards won’t collapse. The worst case 
scenario is always covered.

The second guardian angel is a (measured) 
respect for the opponent. When a fellow 
grandmaster leaves a piece hanging, it’s a 
Trojan horse until proven otherwise. 

And yet the odd howler still slips through. 
In the first diagram, from a game at last week’s 
CrunchLabs Masters, Alireza Firouzja has just 
played 7…Bf5-e4, His idea was to attack the Rh1 
before recapturing on d5 with the bishop. That 
was a mistake, but an understandable one for a 
rapid game. It was his next move that was the real 
shocker, when a moment of tactical blindness 
coincided with extreme naivety.

Fabiano Caruana-Alireza Firouzja
Champions Chess Tour CrunchLabs Masters 2024

1 c4 c6 2 Nf3 d5 3 g3 Bg4 4 Ne5 Bf5 5 Qb3 
Qb6 6 cxd5 Qxb3 7 axb3 Be4 (see diagram) 
Caruana pondered for 30 seconds before playing 
the strongest move, which also proffers a Trojan 
horse (or rather, a rook): 8 dxc6! Firouzja spent 
a couple of minutes in contemplation, before 
accepting it. 8…Bxh1?? An inexplicable error. 
Firouzja surely examined 9 cxb7 Bxb7, or 9 c7 
Nc6 (which covers the c8 square), but the key 
idea escaped his attention. 9 Rxa7! Black 
resigns, since after 9…Rxa7 10 c7 the 

In Competition 3359 you were invited to pre-
sent an account of a historical event as foot-
ball commentary. There were enough Battles 
of Hastings and Waterloo to fill a page but it 
seemed necessary to include some other decid-
ers. Since so much footballese relies on war 
metaphors, it all gets quite confusing. I was 
sorry not to have room for Brian Murdoch’s 
entry in which ‘the French WAGs back in the 
fanzone at Bayeux are already embroidering 
their win’. The following receive £25. 

25 September 1066.
Welcome to Stamford Bridge, where England face 
Norway. The winners will meet France at Hastings, 
knowing a win there would make the team of ’66 
national heroes, whilst a defeat would be one in the 
eye for already under-pressure King Harold. Eng-
land line up with an all-Saxon front line, while Nor-
way include Harald Hardrada and, intriguingly, the 
King’s brother, Tostig, joining them on a free trans-
fer only yesterday! Norway get us underway, in their 
iconic Viking helmets, while England carry their 
now-familiar assortment of bows, pikestaffs and 
spears. In the absence of a referee, the encounter has 
already become very physical, injuries mounting up 
on both sides. Oh! And what’s this? Some people 
are on the bridge! They think it’s åll øver. It is now! 
England have won! Hey, Peer Gynt! Odin! Thor! 
Trolls! Krakens! Your boys took one hell of a beat-
ing! William of Normandy, we’re coming for you!
David Silverman

Well, welcome back to Senlac Hill where neither 
side has made a significant breakthrough after near-
ly nine hours! Epic! William the Bastard’s men have 
shown plenty of attack but the Saxon defensive wall 
has been rock solid … and now King Harold’s ral-
lying his men to his Standard and they’re resum-
ing their classic 4-3 formation with their shields 
over their heads! We’re still waiting for the house-
carls to break out … oh yes, and there they go – can 
their axes carve a way through? No, blocked again! 
Remember these men have been on their feet almost 
continuously since Stamford Bridge last week … 
now the Norman horsemen are starting to mount 
a strong challenge on the right flank … but wait! 
They’re falling back and some of the Saxons are 
breaking ranks to pursue them! Could this be a turn-
ing point? The King’s there keeping an eye out in 
case of something unexpected…
J.C.H. Mounsey

The Carolingian displayed pluck facing the Crom-
wellians alone in this crucial if inevitably one-sided 
Whitehall derby. There’d been a lot of pre-match 
talk, all of it from Charles I, that God would be on his 
side, but the famously omnipotent all-rounder once 
again neglected to show despite Charles I sporting 
two shirts, implying a duo against the might of the 
Lord Protector’s men, but guarding only against 
the shivers. Charles took the decision to mount his 
defence verbally, a miscalculation before a hos-
tile crowd requiring no vuvuzelas to drown out his 
protestations of martyrdom. A Cromwellian scored 
with cavalier aplomb. An outlandish barnet that may 
have been a wig prevented your reporter identifying 
the team member in question but his incisive decapi-

PUZZLE NO. 811

White to play. This is a variation from Mirkovic-
Gluzman, Belgrade 1991. Which move allows 
White to gain a decisive material advantage? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 29 
July. There is a prize of £20 for the first correct 
answer out of a hat. Please include a postal address 
and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1…Bd4+ 2 Kxd4 d2 
and the pawn can’t be stopped, because the Nd5 
is pinned.
Last week’s winner Rodney Beddows, 
Torquay

Chess 
A sense of danger  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights, two of 
which accommodate two 
theme words, can be sorted 
into four trios of related 
words, each forming a reduc-
ing chain of 6, 5 and 4 letters.

Competition 
Pitch battle  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 7…Bf5-e4
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