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LIFE LIFE

Giri would have checked that 99…Kd5 100 
Kg4 Ke5 101 Kh5 Kxf5 102 Kh6! leads to a 
draw. But surprisingly, by careful manoeuvres, 
Niemann’s king emerges on the h-file, and 
outflanks from the other direction. 100 Ke4 
Bg7 101 Kf4 Ke7 102 Kg5 Bf6+ 103 Kf4 
Bh8 104 Kg5 Bg7 105 Kf4 Kf6 106 Kg4 
Bh6 107 Kh5 Bf8 108 Kg4 Bd6 109 Kf3 
Be5 110 Ke4 Bb2 111 Kf4 Ba1 112 Kg4 
Kg7 113 Kg5 Bb2 114 Kh5 Bf6 115 Kg4 
Kh6 116 Kf4 Kh5 117 Ke4 Kg5 White 
resigns since 118 Kd5 Kxf5 119 Kc6 Kxg6 
120 Kb7 Bd4 is just in time for a trivial win. 

The next match was played in London against 
Nikita Vitiugov, the formerly Russian 
grandmaster who now represents England. It 
was another convincing win for Niemann, who 
won the mini-matches in all three time limits. 
By the time this goes to press, his match against 
the strong French grandmaster Etienne Bacrot 
will be underway at the Blitz Society bar in 
Paris. As fate would have it, Niemann’s 
opponent in the Chess.com Speed Chess 
Championship semi-final will be Carlsen 
himself. The final four (including Nakamura 
and Firouzja) will convene in Paris 6-8 
September. Carlsen stated matter-of-factly: 
‘He’s playing quite well. I think if I have a 
decent day I’ll probably win without too many 
issues.’ The world no. 1 is a heavy favourite, 
but Niemann should not be underestimated.

  Across
 8  Dramatic Duchess of 

Cornwall, say, rushed 
outside (5)

 9  Singer breaking rules (6) 
 10  Run from libertine boy 

punches (7) 
 12  A great many almost 

sound relieved (4) 
 14  Drudge what’s charred  

and bloke head off (10) 
 15  Great king and maybe 

Macbeth both shaved  
in the cool air (8) 

 18  Face of Aladdin? (5)
 19  Oz’s blue razorbill wheels 

over one boat’s stern (7) 
 20  Old steps good to go up 

(5)
 22  Medic’s day of  

celebration primarily (3)
 25  A cook spelling  

trouble (3) 
 29  Cruel king demigod 

deserted (5)
 31  At this place strangeness  

is natural (7) 
 33  Aquatic Jacques about  

to eject his water (8)
 34  A shirt seen inside only  

we rumly make 
stormproof? (10) 

 36  Cruel person, twisted 
therefore (4) 

 37  US boxer, one visiting 
most of N African state (7) 

 38  Fruit champion chicken 
gobbled (6) 

 39  Climber way across east 
side of Sinai (5)

  Down
 1  Dry bar hides last of  

beer (4) 
 2  Marine plants shelter 

flipping canaries (10)
 3  Bill introduced to stop us 

torturing people (7) 
 4  Rust or its colour in  

classy ring (5) 
 5  Prelate rocking her chair 

(8) 
 6  Old-womanishness  

unusual in Italy (7)
 11  Short distance on railway 

(5) 
 13  In tent behold hole (5)
 16  Horse painter escapes 

venomous snake (3) 
 17  Composer fences with 

Catriona (10) 
 21  Cruder cockney soul in 

Paris yesterday (8) 
 23  Release tamed penguin 

leaving home (5) 
 24  Monarch of gods in rustic 

serial cutting bitter vetch 
(7) 

 27  The courgette’s green (3) 
 28  Chipmunk nibbled 

pillowcase in  
marketplace (7) 

 30  Flowers atop Indian city (6)

 33  One sad announcer? (5) 
 35  Scots water very evil spirit 

(4)  

 A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
9 September. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2668, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2668: Obit VII   
by Pabulum

Writing that we’d call it dinner
If we ‘weren’t so high and mighty’.
These same oiks and riff-raff ask me
For the way to walk to ‘your pier’.
I will say ‘I cannot help you
As we do not have a pier here,
But there is a pier that is near,’
Telling them quite factually:
‘You can find a pier in Brighton
But we’re in Hove, actually.’
David Blakey

We’re not the type round here to make a fuss
We keep our heads down, it’s better that way
But they’re starting to outnumber us,
A constant noisy presence, night and day.
They strut around like they own the place
Taking all the best seats on the pier
Whole mobs of them, invading our personal space
And staring down anyone who dares to come near.
Their habits are foul, they gorge on fast food
Morning, noon and night, chips, ice cream
Whatever’s going, they don’t even queue, totally rude
And the mess they leave! Enough to make you scream.
We’ve asked the council to cull them. What’s that 
 you say?
‘You can’t cull tourists?’ We’re not trying to, 
 you klutz
The holidaymakers are mostly OK
It’s the effing seagulls that are driving us nuts.
Sue Pickard

’Twas Auglish and the squeasly jetts 
Disgorgy all their yobby lode.
All tipsly were the Tommyrobs
And the Farargies outstrode.
‘Beware the Gringly, mi niño,
The jaws that jybe, the vommy gob.
Beware the Jingobrit and shun
The frumious Breximob.
Observe the grealish Nikey-garbs,
The “ME NO PARLO ESPAÑOLO!”
The Waggly “No carbs before Marbs”,
The “Por favor, tres bacon rollo”.
The “Stick yer s**t Armada
And yer piña chocolada, you can st…” Wait!
’Tis chilligsome. They’re scumming home!
Oh frabjous day! Callooh! ¡Olé!’
David Silverman

In August, the Cam wends its dawdling course
past gardens flamboyantly green,
and the wind, which so recently howled like a madman,
takes benzodiazepine.

The day-trippers spill from the path to the street
without looking, assuming I’ll brake.
They’d follow their guide with his cursed bumbershoot
down the maw of a twenty-tonne snake.

They peer in my window as if I’m a waxwork:
The Scholars of Yesteryear.
I flee to the pub, where they’re clogging the bar
asking whether they serve butterbeer.

It’s only a matter of time till I club one
to death with his own haversack.
I’d never have thought I would utter these words:
I can’t wait till the students come back!
Mary McLean

NO. 3366: LORE OF THE JUNGLE

‘We all say so, and so it must be true.’ You are 
invited to submit a passage or poem incorpo-
rating this wisdom (16 lines/150 words maxi-
mum). Please email entries to competition@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 4 September.

SOLUTION TO 2665: KILLER INSTINCT 

As suggested by 23A’s quotation revealed at 34D/28A/19A, 
the perimeter contains six different sharks.

First prize Janet Burke, Peterborough, Cambs
Runners-up Roy Robinson, Sheffield;
Neil Brenchley, Hogbens Hill, Selling, Kent 
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For the irrepressible Hans Niemann, August is 
no time to chill. The 21-year-old American 
grandmaster began the month by defeating his 
compatriot Wesley So by 13-10 in the quarter-final 
of the Chess.com Speed Chess Championship. He 
gave a vitriolic interview after the match, railing 
against the ‘chess establishment’ and those he 
perceives as trying to ruin his career. Evidently, 
his relations with Chess.com, Magnus Carlsen and 
others have hardly thawed since last year’s 
conclusion of their legal dispute which arose in 
response to unsubstantiated cheating allegations 
after Niemann’s win against Carlsen at the 
Sinquefield Cup in 2022.

‘America’s brightest talent’ (by his own 
description), has complained of a lack of 
invitations to top-tier events. But he has blotted 
his own copybook: an incident involving damage 
to a hotel room prompted the St Louis Chess 
Club, which organises many elite events in the 
US, to state in February that Niemann would 
receive no further invitations in 2024. 

Undeterred, Niemann has packed his calendar 
with a series of matches against top grandmasters, 
dubbed ‘Hans Niemann against the World’, 
apparently organised on his own initiative. Each 
match in the series lasted five days, with an 
unforgiving schedule of six classical games spread 
over three days, with the other days seeing six 
rapid games and 12 blitz games respectively.

The first, against Dutch grandmaster Anish Giri 
in Utrecht, was a seesaw affair. They began with 
the blitz, which Niemann won convincingly by 
7.5-4.5. Giri took the lead in the classical games, 
but Niemann won two games in the middle for a 
3.5-2.5 victory. The diagram below shows the 
moment Giri erred in the fourth game. The rapid 
games were wild, with three wins apiece, but the 
overall tally was a comfortable win for Niemann.

Anish Giri-Hans Niemann
Hans Niemann against the World, Utrecht, 2024

Giri is on the backfoot, but his next move, trading 
rooks, was the crucial error. 97 Kf3 should suffice 
for a draw, e.g. 97…Rc6 98 Re8 Rxa6 99 Rf8 with 
counterplay, since 99…Rb6 100 Rxf6! even wins. 
97 Re4? Rxe4+ 98 Kxe4 Kc5 99 Kf4 Kd6 

In Competition 3363 you were invited to write 
a poem about holidaymakers from a local’s 
perspective. Thanks to Paul Freeman for this 
suggestion. There was a lovely crop of entries 
and once again there were too many runners-
up to single anyone out. The winners get £25.

We hates and needs,
Waters and feeds
And sates the greeds
O’ grockles.
 
They loafs and basks,
Int’rupts our tasks
Fool questions asks,
Do grockles.

In shorts, no shirts,
They suncream squirts,
Coarsely they flirts,
Our grockles.

They makes their hay,
Comes, goes away:
We makes ’em pay,
The grockles.
Adrian Fry

To Bonnie Scotland summer has now come again
Although alas there is often quite a lot of rain,
But we welcome tourists who come every day
Across the Mighty Forth or the Silv’ry Tay
Or indeed any other way they please
If they spend a muckle lot of bawbees.
The tourists visit us from countries all
To see Auld Reekie’s famous festival,
And even His Majesty the King comes to Deeside,
Where his great-great-great-grandmother used to 
 reside.
But also ordinary people often bring their wealth
To boost Fair Scotia’s economic health
By buying a sporran or even a sgian dubh,
Or a fine teapot shaped like a hielan’ coo,
And especially wee books of poetry
By me, William McGonagall (Bard), of Dundee.
Brian Murdoch

I commented to Dafydd boy: 
‘I love those tourist berks:
They ask about the viaduct,
Then tell us how it works!’
And Dafydd nodded, looking sage,
So I described the fools:
‘They crawl their way to Snowdon’s peak
In flip-flops and cagoules!’
‘I’ve heard,’ said Dafydd, circumspect,
‘They’re generous – moneywise.’
‘Exactly so!’ I blurted out;
‘So let’s just compromise: 
They tour all year, if they desire,
But let it be by drone,
Then send a big fat envelope,
Sans car, sans coach, sans phone!’
Nicholas Lee

Feedback sheets are on our front desk.
Someone wrote on one of those sheets
That we are a ‘bed and breakfast’,
When we are in fact Boutique Suites.
I have read some other feedback
Sounding off about our high tea,

PUZZLE NO. 815

White to play. Maghsoodloo-Nepomniachtchi, 
Fide World Rapid Team Championship, 2024. 
Maghsoodloo found a beautiful winning sequence 
here. What was his first move? Email answers to 
chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 26 August. 
There is a prize of £20 for the first correct answer 
out of a hat. Please include a postal address and 
allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1…Qf3+! 2 Rxf3 Rxg1 
mate
Last week’s winner Michael Keohane,  
London SE26 

Chess 
Hans Niemann against the World  
Luke McShane

Clockwise round the grid from 
the square between 3 and 4 run 
the names (forename and sur-
name) of four eminent victims 
(7,8: 5,8: 6,7: 5,6) of a deadly 7 
who left us this year. 26 gives the 
7’s forename and 32 is a synonym 
of his surname.

Competition 
August society  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 96…Rc1-c4+
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