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LIFE

		  Across
	10	 Where to find H or C 

readily available (2,3)
	11	 Rashford without minute 

deposit on the cornea (5)
	13	 Gold miners circling 

Lochnagar, say (5)
	14	 Pants, but is not exerting 

oneself (6)
	15	 Negative report – one 

from Arab, for one (5)
	16	 Tarzan – he is out of  

place with Scottish hard 
rock band (8)

	19	 Deems appropriate for 
witnesses to attack (4,3)

	21	 Famed wicket-keeper-
batsman in team –  
Essex? (4)

	23	 Wild beast has regular  
date in March (4)

	24	 Princess has limits to 
awful temper (6)

	26	 Sediment from three 
metals (6)

	29	 Take home catch ahead  
of time (4)

	31	 Anti-nuclear treaty 
prompts no action from 
Lord’s, say (4,3)

	32	 Set rebuilt around eco-
atoll (9)

	36	 Intermittently hare-brained 
poetic visionary (5)

	37	 Swift traveller around 
Mull, mid-week (6)

	40	 Fabric – some linen? – 
on inventory rejected (5)

	41	 Afternoon tea fare at the 
Palace (5)

	42	 Student of rock and roll 
artist – Steffi, we hear,  
in the lead (14)

		  Down
	 2	 Four or five, say, splitting 

place in tomb (7)
	 3	 Guffaws from folk who 

are good fun away from 
home and flashy (6,3,4)

	 4	 Bloody superb! (4)
	 5	 Month with birds in 

groups of eight (7)
	 6	 Mull, say – isn’t water,  

but this (6)
	 7	 Doctors’ shoestrings (5)
	 8	 Parkhouse houses boat (3)
	 9	 Blends well, but becomes 

entangled (6)
	12	 Lowest point from 

Armenian chart (7,6)
	18	 Irish missionary – top  

judo expert? (5)
	20	 Attendant bidding farewell 

to model? (5)
	25	 Small sand eel, it seems, 

or other marine animal (8)
	27	 Bending over and 

demonstrating, hiding 
head (7)

	29	 Peers with coins worth  
6s 8d (6)

	30	 Eloquent and well-off, 
without a female in the 
lead (6)

	33	 Alternatively, sea in 
France reveals abalone (5)

	35	 6 seen from south an 
ordinary one (4)

	38	 Amphibian with feet  
under earth (3)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened 
on  23 September. Please scan 
or photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2670, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2670: V  
by Doc

improvisation and the (neo-phallic) rigidity (Orbach, 
267n) imposed by patriarchal gatekeepers such as 
official judges, even in an Olympics revitalised by 
drag queens and blasphemy.
George Simmers

The objective of this research is to challenge the pre-
sumption of misogyny in street dance, with particu-
lar reference to hip hop. D Badboy, renowned for his 
gangbang style, noted in his seminal work, ‘Yo bitch, 
sit on this’ (2017), that hip hop is ‘an inclusive envi-
ronment’. The report, ‘Sexist Language Undermines 
Terpsichorean Standards’ (SLUTS 2019), references 
a valuable framework, ‘Hip hop Ongoing Evalua-
tion Systems’ (HOES), supporting Badboy’s thesis. 
This research aims to endorse these existing studies 
by surveying a representative sample of hip hoppers, 
a control group of 99 males and a treatment group of 
one token female. The latter, supported by SLUTS 
and HOES, will be empowered to accept the con-
clusions of the research. These findings will then be 
communicated using the technique of mansplaining. 
References: Shyster and Lyer, (2019) ‘Celebrating 
Equity and Inclusion in Street Dance’. A. Horniman 
(2020) ‘Hip Hop: Whores be all on my d***’.
Sue Pickard 

Through marshalling of statistical datasets, presenta-
tion of oral histories and that aggrieved, ultra-liber-
al justification of any behaviour whatsoever which 
constitutes Sociology, this thesis will challenge the 
contention (Gulch and Drebbs, 1998) that skip-
diving is a critique of capitalist hegemony. Rather, 
it will demonstrate their symbiosis, citing built-in 
obsolescence and the skip diver’s development of 
industry-specific craft skills (balancing one-legged 
on a thicket of entangled desk lamps, diving invis-
ibly for the shelter of enskipped materials so as not 
to startle passing milkmen) as proof of the mutual 
dependence of host and parasite. Echoing Proudhon, 
1840, it will conclude that, all property being theft, 
even junked property is deserving of a thief and said 
thief, far from being an entrepreneur, performs a 
socially utile public service deserving respect and 
remuneration. I append also an ethnographic study  
A Year Among the Dalston Skip Divers, together with 
its fruits, 18 broken toasters.
Adrian Fry

Arguments structured around the rudimentary oppo-
sition of ‘graffiti, art or crime?’ dissolve into vacant-
ly subjective definitions or collide with blind walls 
of traditionalism. In a word, futility. The tie-break 
needed is an address to specifics, a ‘micro-culture’, 
if you wish, together with a theoretical framework 
that anchors the particular in the unstable dynamics 
of history. For this reason, the approach here cen-
trally includes a case study of exceptionalism (‘all 
differences both define and critique the normative’, 
Roland Barthes has written), namely: the multivocal 
confluence of bus shelter graffiti in the Muswell 
Hill area of north London. Do we encounter a via-
ble binary distinction here? For example, the ‘abri 
poster’ – legal, professional, targeting the affluent 
consumer – versus the spontaneous ‘scripto-visual’ 
aesthetics of anonymous guerrillas? It would be easy 
to say so. But as Gramsci warns us, ‘the old is dying 
and the new cannot be born’. 
Basil Ransome-Davies

NO. 3368: CHAPTER AND VERSE

You’re invited to update a well-known story 
from the Bible so that it ‘speaks to’ life in 
2024 (150 words maximum). Please email 
entries to competition@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 18 September.
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SOLUTION TO 2667: ORBITAL   

The unclued lights are SATELLITES of planets, listed 
on page 1860 of Chambers 13th Edition.

First prize Mark Richardson, Exeter 
Runners-up Steven Lodge, Bridgwater, Somerset;  
Amanda Spielman, London SW4 
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The unclued lights (one of 
three words and two of two 
words), individually and one 
pair, can be verified in con-
junction with the same head-
word in Brewer.

comps_07 Sept 2024_The Spectator.indd   59comps_07 Sept 2024_The Spectator.indd   59 03/09/2024   14:3603/09/2024   14:36




