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LIFE

  Across
1 One slandering and 

misrepresenting our 
claimant (11)

7 Purpose of Maoism 
oddly forgotten (3)

 11 Trees concealing old 
furrow (6)

 13 Bitterness of soldier on 
the radio (7)

 15 Signature is tamper-proof, 
to some extent (5)

 17 Sturdy or, conversely, 
broken? (6)

 18 French here about to 
turn more frosty (5)

 20 Tension of female teacher 
leaving motorway (6)

 21 Initially sickened by  
green gunk (5)

 29 Delete article in Irish 
Gaelic (5)

 30 Giving up golf, glass 
worker becomes less 
active (6)

 34 Paced mostly unforested 
grassland (6)

 36 Camp joke about 
university lecturer (5)

 37 Rattle Kurt Waldheim? (5)
 38 I phone hosts about 

smoothing things out (7)
 39 Backing independent 

expert in Ukrainian 
city (6)

 40 Ultimately they undermine 
society, I agree (3)

 41 Silences cat, terrible 
pest (5,6)

  Down
1 No Liberal, girl redacts 

naughty magazine’s 
contents (10)

2 British grass covered 
by pine bark (8)

4 Inveterate rebel I admire 
wildly (12)

5 One boring French city 
finally got visitor (7)

6 Shopkeeper and servant 
having left for north (8)

8 Second-class loaf (4)
    9  Oscar regularly 

announced Conservative 
enlightenment  (6)

 10 Attack is part of periodic 
tussle (5)

 12 Sycophantic millions 
following small crowd (6)

 14 Serializes a novel about 
female permissiveness 
(7-5)

 19 Spooner’s married 
girlfriend perhaps is heavy 
burden (4,6)

 21 Small-time dons scoffing 
vegetable (9)

 23 Wrongly interprets 
confusion of sad miser (8)

 25 At first Eva Braun acts 
sophisticated (6)

 26 Deposits of gold round 
lakes and Roman road (7)

 28 Wolfish occupant of  
bed, character facing 
eviction  (6)

 31 Checks rules for 
auditor (5)

 33 TV awards upset setter and 
setter’s son (5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
7 October. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2672, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2672: Seamless 
schemes  
by La Jerezana 

Thy concerts come; O contracts freshly signed,
The trumpets of PR hath shook the earth,
If Noel says yea, can Liam be far behind?
Janine Beacham

Do not go mental over yesterday
But keep today’s oasis within sight –
Rage not in retrospect, I heard you say.

Though fans are getting fleeced to see you play,
You know those ticket prices can’t be right,
Do not go mental over yesterday.

Though City lost to Liverpool, away,
With Grealish, Foden, Haaland playing shite,
Rage not in retrospect, I heard you say.

Though trolls and critics said you’d lost your way;
Though you and Noel had yet another fight,
Do not go mental over yesterday.

Though time moved on and now you’re old and grey,
Though Britpop’s just a blur, in failing light,
Do not go mental over yesterday,
Rage not in retrospect, I heard you say.
David Silverman

The return of the fabled Oasis
Seems to rely on the basis
That vast new rewards
From fraternal discords
Are sure to put smiles on their faces.
But is their rapprochement a fake
Inspired by the fortune they’ll make,
With dynamic pricing
The undeserved icing
On already overpriced cake?
And, though both seem eager to try
To make peace, will we see by and by
That three hours on stage
Could end in a rage
And rapprochement as pie in the sky?
Martin Parker

It’s time for two fraternal millionaires
To call a ceasefire on a lengthy feud,
One of those sibling rivalry affairs
Where each of them competes to be more rude.
Yet now a reconciliation airs
A friendly, nay a loving, attitude.
What action could express agreement more
Than an expansive reunited tour?

Expensive, also. You must be well heeled
To buy a concert ticket, lucky too.
The anarchy of the consumer field
For middle-aged Britpop means quite a queue,
And drives up the all-round financial yield
From an event, promoted as a coup,
That even groupies call a money-grab.
Though if the fans enjoy the show, why crab?
Basil Ransome-Davies

NO. 3370: SPACE TO THINK

The two Nasa astronauts who have been 
stranded on the International Space Station 
have been talking about how they plan to 
make the most of their extended stay. You’re 
invited to write a poem about their situation 
(16 lines maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by midday on 
2 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2669: PARTNERS IN CRIME  

The unclued lights are the surnames of the ‘Queens 
of Crime’ and of their famous detectives: 1A/16, 19/15, 
29/32 and 38/42.

First prize G.R. Snailham, Windsor
Runners-up Bill Ellison, Caversham, Reading; 
John and Di Lee, Axminster, Devon

Name  

Address 

The eight unclued lights are 
of a kind.
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