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LIFE LIFE

there is no record of whether they were any 
good. Einstein was said to have been friends 
with Dr Emanuel Lasker, the second world 
champion and himself a mathematician, and 
contributed a preface to Lasker’s biography. 
A game purported to be between Einstein and 
Oppenheimer can be easily found online, 
though its veracity is doubtful.

Before Hassabis, one of the most skilled 
Nobel winners was John Cornforth (Chemistry, 
1975). In 1937 he broke an Australian record by 
playing a dozen games of blindfold chess 
simultaneously. One of those is shown below.

John Warcup Cornforth–F.F. Kelly
Blindfold Simultaneous Display, Perth, 1937

1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 f6? This, the ‘Damiano 
Defence’, is known to be very bad. 3 Nxe5! 
Qe7 Better than 3…fxe5 which loses by force. 
For example: 4 Qh5+ Ke7 5 Qxe5+ Kf7 6 Bc4+ 
d5 7 Bxd5+ Kg6 8 h4 h6 9 Bxb7! (deflection) 
Bd6 10 Qa5 Bxb7 11 Qf5# 4 Nf3 4 Qh5+? g6 5 
Nxg6 Qxe4+ turns the tables d5 5 d3 Bf5 
6 Be2 dxe4 7 dxe4 Qxe4 8 O-O Bd6 9 
Bb5+ Kf8 10 Re1 Qg4 11 h3 Qh5 12 Re8+ 
Qxe8 13 Bxe8 Kxe8 14 Nc3 a6 15 Qd5 
Bc8 16 Bd2 Ne7 17 Re1 Nd7 (see diagram) 
18 Ne4! A stylish way to win, particularly 
blindfold. If 18…Nxd5 19 Nxd6+ and then 
19…Kd8 20 Nf7# or 19….Kf8 20 Re8#. Rf8 
19 Nxd6+ cxd6 20 Qxd6 Black resigns

  Across
 1 Players or cast, cast out – 

literally (6)
 7 Cyndi Lauper release  

with live backing in retail 
outlet (3,3)

 13 Hemmed in France in  
your lean-to (5)

 20 When fats are added, 
maybe infiltrates any 
organic cyanide (7)

 21 Contribute old money for 
monitor lizard (6)

 22 Poor Irene by day is a  
sea-nymph (6)

 24 Lecture about marks on 
Latinized alloy (8)

 26 The beak’s US money (4)
 28 Yoko’s house purchase 

terms in Eton oddly (3)
 29 Workers removing top of 

Y-fronts (4)
 35 Hard work during 34 of 

week for principal dancer 
(6)

 37 Playful serenade after 
meal (7)

 39 Fixed time around rugged 
ridges (6)

 42 The main warning? (3,6)
 43 Remove topper and cook 

tuna – it’s hot in there! (5)
 45 Musical group without one 

cross (3,3)
 46 On subject of fuel, nothing 

new (6)

  Down
 1 A hard sailor? (4)
 2 Hebridean isle houses one 

military man (7)
 3 Literary Hall owner gets 

pulled, we hear (4)

 4 Vicar on lake, musing 
dreamily (7)

 5 Overindulgent 
grandparents, say, that 
give away the plots (8)

 6 Steamroller dismantled, 
metal components thrown 
into dock (6)

 8 Digs up old trousers, 
we hear (4)

 9 Urban pest at lake goes up 
to peak, first (5,3)

 10 Dreamy Welsh girl one 
involved with Worrell, 
outside (5)

 11 Write dull expression that’s 
not complete in verse (10)

 14 Time trial organised and 
copied exactly (9)

 17 Discrimination destroying 
images (6)

 19 A French pure wolf sadly 
lacking strength (10)

 23 Ill-suited for 
responsibilities (6)

 26 Sport’s dance HQ is 
exchanged (8)

 30 007’s boss is above the 
law in anarchy (7)

 31 Flowing regalia worn 
here? (7)

 33 The new Ulster college 
dealing with culture (6)

 38 Southern US shrub with 
white flowers – some 
striking red (4)

 40 The right moment for 
porridge (4)

 41 Test debacle at home (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on  
4 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2676, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. 

Crossword 
2676: ITOX  
by Doc

Let’s switch the damn thing off.
You love Strictly, while I get prickly,
You binge The Crown, and I shut it down,
I don’t cheer for Top Gear, Midsomer’s a bummer,
Let’s switch the damn thing off.

But oh, if we switch the damn thing off
Then we must talk,
And oh, if we ever talk
Then one of us might walk,
So if you watch Downton, I’ll watch Cold Mountain,
Binge Game of Thrones, then stream Bridget Jones,
Flick through each channel, in bed socks 
 and flannel,
Don’t turn the damn thing off.
Janine Beacham

You say Marlborough and I say Mawlbrough, 
You want to go to Glasto and I’d choose Aldeburgh,
Marlborough, Mawlbrough, Glasto, Aldeburgh – 
Let’s call the whole thing off!

You say sidewalk and I say pavement,
I mention empire and you shriek enslavement,
Sidewalk, pavement, empire, enslavement,
Let’s call the whole thing off!

I like a pheasant and you stick to soya –
but now…You’ve an attorney and I may need 
 a lawyer,
So if you aim to flit in a truck (or a lorry), 
I’ll make the best of it and say that I’m sorry,
Because if your attorney’s a really hot shot, 
I’m only too likely to lose the lot!
So let’s call the calling off, off. 
Sarah Nichols

I’m Angie Rayner and you are the Mogg,
You say ‘the lavatory’, I say ‘the bog’;
The Red Queen, the Tory, let’s make our own story:
The Labourite and the toff!

I think you’re weird and you think I’m rum,
You think my vowels are flat and I think you’re scum;
The rum, the scum, it’s not zero-sum!
Let’s have a right good laff.

I’m just a northern girl, you are a freak;
My views are modern, and yours are antique;
The six-kids-and-nanny, the glamorous granny –
I’m sure we can pull it off!

My background’s silver spoon; yours, rather shabby;
You, Coronation Street; me, Downton Abbey.
The Roller, the Rizla, I think you’re a sizzler!
Luv – pass us me topper to doff!
Andrew Bowyer

You’ve a veranda, and I’ve got a deck,
you tick a box, and I put a check;
veranda, deck, a tick, a check,
Americana’s best, bar none!

But oh, if our words all meant the same,
who’d be to blame?
And oh, if our lexicons grew tame,
then where’s the flame?

So, I’ll stick to autumn, and you’ll have the fall,
you’ll play at soccer, and we’ll play football;
autumn, fall, soccer, football, 
let’s keep our language fun!
Paul A. Freeman

NO. 3374: LINES ON THE LEAVES

You are invited to write an ode to autumn 
(16 lines maximum). Please email entries to 
competition@spectator.co.uk by 30 October.

SOLUTION TO 2673: ALL SAINTS   

The unclued lights are surnames of the twelve celebrities 
who bear the forename of the four patron saints of the 
British Isles. ANDREW 1A, 5, 36, DAVID 17, 31, 35, 
GEORGE 24, 28, 34 and PATRICK 21, 37, 39.

First prize Wendy Atkin, Sleaford 
Runners-up Lewis Osborne, Newton Mearns, Glasgow;
Neil Mendoza, Oxford

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

Congratulations to Sir Demis Hassabis, who last 
week was awarded a Nobel prize for his work on 
AlphaFold, which uses artificial intelligence to 
predict the structure of proteins. Developed by 
DeepMind, AlphaFold belongs to the same family 
of work as AlphaZero, which revolutionised 
computer chess when it was released in 2017, and 
before that AlphaGo, which in 2015 was the first 
program to defeat a professional Go player. 

I had the honour of partnering with Hassabis for 
the Pro-Biz Cup at the London Chess Classic in 
2021. Now CEO of Google Deepmind, at 13 he 
ranked second in his age group behind Judit 
Polgar. There is no doubt that his youthful 
fascination with strategy games sowed the seeds 
of his scientific achievement. Between 1998 and 
2003, Hassabis was a five-time winner of the 
‘Pentamind’ event (playing five different classic 
strategy games) at the Mind Sports Olympiad. 
After graduating from Cambridge with a double 
first in computer science, he founded Elixir 
Studios, where he applied his early interest in AI 
to computer game development, before returning 
to academia to study neuroscience. 

In a 2015 interview with the Financial Times, 
Hassabis reflected: ‘If you take a kid who is fairly 
thoughtful and introspective, then train them 
professionally from the age of four to 13, playing 
adults and grandmasters at chess, they can’t help 
but think hard about what their brain is doing 
when coming up with these moves.’ 

That facility with metacognition is fundamental 
to developing as a chess player, and intertwines 
with anticipating the intentions of an opponent. In 
that respect, the work of the WW2 codebreakers at 
Bletchley Park provides a clear precedent for 
chess expertise having a practical application. 
Alan Turing was not a strong chess player, but 
many of his colleagues were. Stuart Milner-Barry, 
who represented England many times, once wrote 
about their work on breaking the Enigma code: 
‘For both Hugh [Alexander] and myself it was 
rather like playing a tournament game (sometimes 
several games) every day for five and a half 
years.’ (Hugh Alexander, twice British champion, 
wrote The Spectator’s chess column as ‘Philidor’.)

Plenty of Nobel prize winners have taken a 
casual interest in chess, though in most cases 

Competition 3371 invited you to rewrite the 
lyrics of ‘Let’s Call The Whole Thing Off’ to 
be sung not by Fred and Ginger but by another 
mismatched pair. Trump and Harris cropped 
up the most, while Joseph Houlihan deserves 
a mention for his version (‘I’m a Zoomer, 
you’ve a Boomer’s/ Problematic sense of 
humour…’). Those below win £25.

You are the Windsor, and I am the Markle;
You bring the heirlooms and I bring the sparkle.
The Windsor, the Markle, the heirlooms, the sparkle:
Let’s show the world how to live!
You like the Roller and I like the Caddy;
The papers abhor me and say I’m the baddie.
The Roller, the Caddy, the papers, the baddie:
Let’s show the world how to live!

But oooh, if we put ourselves up front
We’ve got to act like kings
And do all those boring things that clip our
 stylish wings.
So, I’ll flog my products and you play your polo – 
Sometimes together and sometimes just solo.
The products, the polo, together, and solo:
Let’s show the world how to live!
Nicholas Lee

Our election is all but through 
The polls are now trending flat 
For I like my life with a family 
You spend your time with a cat 
We both know what the results will show 
I’m a winner, be sure of that –
It looks as if we two can never concur 
It’s because of the memes we prefer… 

You say Camala, I say Ca Ma La 
I say MAGA, you say I’m gaga. 
Camala, Ca Ma La, MAGA, gaga: 
Let’s keep this whole thing dumb. 
I talk of Lecter, you of the state sector 
Laughter’s your vector, I’d much sooner hector –
Lecter, state sector, vector, hector 
Let’s keep this whole thing dumb. 
Adrian Fry

You munch on courgette, I chomp zucchini.
You scarf a banger, I nosh a weenie.
Courgette, zucchini, a banger, a weenie!
Let’s go our separate ways.

My chips are your crisps and your chips are fries.
We both realise what we both recognise.
Let’s share recognition and greasy nutrition,
Tasting our separate ways.

You say leftenant and I say lootenant.
One of us, let’s not mince words, has an accent.
Chips for leftenants and fries for lootenants,
Accenting separate ways.

You spell it colour and I spell it color.
Neither is greyer (or grayer) nor duller.
Let’s fly our colors and flourish our colours,
Revel in separate ways.
Chris O’Carroll

You stream Fleabag, and I dunk teabags,
You’re Coronation, and I’m ‘change the station’,
Top series, fan theories, you rate them, I hate them,

PUZZLE NO. 823

Black to play. Dominguez-Shankland, US Cham-
pionship 2024. Which move allows Black to 
escape perpetual check and win? Email answers to 
chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 21 October. 
There is a prize of £20 for the first correct answer 
out of a hat. Please include an address and allow 
six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1…Kd3! 2 f7 c2 3 Kb2 
Kd2 4 f8=Q c1=Q+ gives Black a big advantage. 
1…b2+? loses to 2 Kc2 as did 1…c2? 2 Kd2!
Last week’s winner Richard Green,
Shalford, Guildford

Chess 
Metacognition  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights become 
phrases, verifiable in Brewer, 
when their first (or, in one case, 
last) undefined word is added. 
One normal solution (also the-
matic in a way) includes the 
red and yellow names. Ignore  
all accents.

Competition 
Potato, potahto  
Victoria Lane

White to play, position after 17…Nb8-d7
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