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LIFE

  Across
1 Bundle of stuff needing 

time (7)
5 Dubious party assumes 

American power (7)
9 Church, with Old English 

exterior, from which 
arrows are launched (4)

 13 Impressive collection  
of maths and physics 
constants (4)

 14 Long-lost beast is such, 
or a fake (7)

 16 Letters delivered for 
Badger (5)

 17 Cold bottle of milk 
overturned – it’s 
irresistible to kitty (6)

 20 Mediterranean restaurant 
worker sent back outside 
state (7)

 21 Least cautious female 
interrupts returning 
emperor (7)

 25 Fight animals from the 
rear, having run away (3-2)

 26 Sage Henry also known 
as Mike (5)

 31 Knows Shakespearean 
wife too much, the rogue 
(7)

 34 Poets regularly greeting 
tragic hero (7)

 37 In haste, I cooked fish (6)
 38 Top score from captain 

almost netting record (5)
 39 Omit wet slips for 2D 

(3-4)
 40 Mark’s unlimited awards 

(4)
 42 Low blow, primarily by 

fool (4)

 43 Idyllic valley before 
extremely short storm (7)

 44 Male tutees playing old 
bagpipes (7)

  Down
3 Expert bags prize 

individually (6)
4 Raise small advance 

payment for vessels (5)
6 Struggles right inside 

Cornish resort (7)
7 Poirot intermittently 

absent after key date (6)
 10 Alone, catch wriggling 

creature thought to be 
extinct (10)

 12 Familiarise new scout in 
cycling coat (8)

 18 Mad scientist injected with 
heroin laughing 
uncontrollably (2,8)

 22 Painter overseen for 
review (8)

 27 Singaporeans maybe 
mentioned depression (7)

 30 Silent mum upset dispute 
(6)

 32 Diplomacy originally 
shown about bottom in 
nether regions (6)

 35 Spell in section of Church 
Army (5)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
11 November. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2677, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2677: What’s in 
a name?  
by CheeseCracker 

In Millicent’s eyes, Fr Dominic had everything. 
At 22, he was tall, broad-shouldered and heart- 
stoppingly handsome. He was also curate at the 
third most important Anglo-Catholic parish in 
north London. A tea invitation had seemed daring, 
but as her sister Winifred entered the room with 
a tray bearing bread and butter, jam and a cake, 
Millicent felt relaxed, catlike. She had worn the 
new floral dress bought from Sloane St the week 
before. Were the short sleeves a little too obvious? 
Fr Dominic, if he had noticed, had not indicated 
anything to that effect, so she was unsure whether 
to feel vindicated or disappointed. 
    Either way, Winifred’s departure to do the wash-
ing up provided the chance she wanted. Millicent 
moved smoothly to the sofa, sat next to Dominic, 
lean-hipped and loose-limbed as a lurcher puppy, 
before placing her hand on his thigh. 
   ‘I adored your sermon on Sunday,’ she whis-
pered, breathily.
David Harris (Barbara Pym with a touch of Jilly)

OCTOBER 25. My dear Carrie startled me this 
evening, by reading to me from Horse and Hound. 
She said: ‘It says here that, once you know the 
trick, it is comparatively easy to extricate a gen-
tleman from jodhpurs.’ In answer, I made an 
amusing remark, which by-the-by, had Carrie in 
stitches: ‘Shall we have a saddle of lamb this even-
ing, or would you bridle at my tenderloin?’ How 
we roared, and removing our garments (in Car-
rie’s case, a bell-shaped skirt, and a most elegant 
straight-front corset), we repaired to the bedroom 
in The Laurels. Incidentally, she has filled our bou-
doir, as she calls it, with greenery. As Carrie, with 
an assiduity our maid Sarah would be wise to cul-
tivate, removed my woollen trousers, I gazed at her 
array of plants, and essayed a further pleasantry: 
‘Before we begin the first chukka, may I inspect 
your monstera deliciosa bush?’
Bill Greenwell (George and Weedon Grossmith 
with J.C.)

My kind master grew increasingly distraught, and 
one morning came dolefully with Belinda, his 
daughter, to explain that, being bankrupt, he must 
perforce sell Merrylegs and myself to Rupert, the 
local glamorous cad. With heavy hearts we accom-
panied a weeping Belinda to meet our new owner, 
a well-built, swaggering man. I felt unsure of him 
initially, yet he inspected me expertly and, sensing 
my nervousness, calmed my flank with a hand of 
notable gentleness. 
    I think that he must have sensed Belinda’s nerves 
also, for he began to soothe her likewise, and before 
long the two of them repaired to a corner of the sta-
ble. From what next occurred I gained a sense of 
how he might ride me in competition, going calm-
ly in the first stretch, accelerating when I showed 
confidence, adjusting smoothly to new positions, 
and finally thundering home to an immense finish. 
‘Golly!’ said Belinda, ‘That was super!’
George Simmers (J.C. and Anna Sewell – an extra 
chapter for Black Beauty)

NO. 3375: PLUM ASSIGNMENT

Since they went to the same school (Dulwich 
College), you are invited to submit an extract 
in which P.G. Wodehouse has a go at writing 
Raymond Chandler-esque noir (150 words 
maximum). Please email entries to competi-
tion@spectator.co.uk by 6 November.

SOLUTION TO 2674: NEW CROP

7D sung by 40A suggested other unclued lights, all 
anagrams of fruits: 12A mango; 17A apple; 18A apricot; 
24A damson; 9D tangerine. MELON, an anagram of 
LEMON, was to be highlighted.

First prize Kathleen Durber, Stoke-on-Trent 
Runners-up Clare Reynolds, London SE24;
Sid Field, Stockton on Tees

Name  

Address 

Unchecked and mutually cross-
checking letters in 14 unclued 
lights spell out PEEP – THE 
SPECTATOR CHARACTERS 
RECREATE REST. One such 
light is hyphened and another 
comprises two words.
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