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LIFE LIFE

hopes for central expansion with d7-d5. 
Carlsen will soon anticipate that with Bh1-
e4-f5, so that his bishop doesn’t get stuck on 
h1. 10 Na5 O-O Freestyle castling rules are 
peculiar. Here, the Black king moves from e8 
to g8 and the rook remains on f8. 11 Be4 
Qh4+ 12 Kd2 Qe7 13 Bf5 Nc5 14 Ne4 Ne6 
15 Bxe6+ Qxe6 (see diagram) 16 Nxb7! 
This pawn grab looks risky, due to the 
imminent Rd8-b8xb2, but Carlsen correctly 
judged that he has little to fear. Either the 
queens will be exchanged, or he will capture 
the d7-pawn, which secures the Ne4 and 
consigns the Bh8 to passivity. Bxb7 17 Qxb7 
Rb8 18 Qc7 Rxb2 18…d5 19 Qxh7+ Kxh7 
20 Ng5+ Kg6 21 Nxe6 favours White. But 
18…Bf6 was worth considering. For example, 
19 b3 Be7! prepares counterplay with d7-d5 or 
Rfc8/Rb8-a8 19 Rb1 Qxa2 20 Rxb2 Qxb2 
21 Qxd7 With an extra pawn and a glorious 
central knight, Carlsen is firmly in control. 
Qb4+ 22 c3 Qb2+ 23 Ke1 Bg7 24 Qe6+ 
Kh8 25 Rf3 Allowing the queen intrusion 
looks scary, but it leads to nothing. Qc1+ 26 
Kf2 Qh1 27 Rh3 f3 28 exf3 Rb8 29 g5 
Rb2+ 30 Kg3 Qg1+ 31 Kh4 An unusual but 
effective bolthole for the king. Rb8 32 Nd6 
Black resigns In the second game, Caruana 
came close to equalling the score, but Carlsen 
saved a difficult rook endgame to secure 
victory by 1.5-0.5.

  Across
 10 Where lines meet new 

lines (4)
 12 Payment to landlord as the 

Earth moved? (6,4)
 14 Regular replay for City (3)
 17 Awfully eager to  

acquiesce (5)
 18 Aussie fish for swell at  

40 (3,4)
 19 Former EU President,  

27, sadly lost sou (6)
 22 The lad’s steed regularly 

expressed disapproval (6)
 24 It’s criminal that the 

clergyman’s lost his head 
(5)

 27 Not to be sniffed at? (9)
 29 Baseless Japanese martial 

arts instructor’s opinion 
(5)

 36 Wrong about three Rs  
and one I (2,5)

 38 Cox for Hereford, 
perhaps? (5)

 40 Badger and horse (3)
 41 Moles get over these 

borders (10)
 42 With which to catch  

more than one perch (4)
 43 So there. Asked about 

Australian bush (6,3-3)

  Down
 2 Rambling around down 

and dingle (4-6)
 3 Sign occupying river 

swimmer (7)
 4 Emerge as a problem 

among the Pharisees (5)

 5 Atoll cultivated for cereal 
(5,4)

 6 Targets for hockey players 
(6)

 7 Heath in Spain on one of 
the Costas (5)

 8 Some exonerated for big 
lie (4)

 9 Proceed falteringly and 
work in partnership on set 
up (4,3,5)

 19 Wishes one to leave 
sought-after home (3,3)

 21 Fluffed a recording: edits 
needed (10)

 23 Missing can inside, but not 
drinking (9)

 28 It has replaced the acre (7)
 30 Hard work during middle 

of week for principal 
dancer (6)

 32 Supporting member? (3)
 33 Somerset town where 

silver is removed from 
French cheese (5)

 35 Some Chilean desolation 
found here? (5)

 37 Bread accepted for older 
relation (4)

A first prize of £30 and two 
runners-up prizes of £20 for the 
first correct solutions opened on 
27 December. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2682, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2682:  
Exchanges  
by Doc 

I met an alien from a distant star
who said: Upon a planet, rusty-red,
stood two great X’s, once seen from afar,
now toppled and to wind erosion fed.
Between them, on a platform sits a car,
its storm-scoured carcass pitted, dull and grey,
while looming high above this desolate scene,
carved on a rockface, watching day-on-day,
a countenance stares down, its smug veneer
surveying not what is, but what has been.
Its holographic rendering you’ll hear
and see, dad-dancing, speaking to a crowd
long absent, boasting: ‘Mars holds naught to fear.
It’s mine! It’s ours! Mankind cannot be cowed!’
Paul A. Freeman

Report received from Cyborg XM2
On reconnaissance in decontaminated zone:
‘Located long, large channel, unsure what to do;
Took decision to send in surveillance drone.
Channel proceeds from south sector through
To middle zone (still contaminated) then
Ends in ruin and rubble, greatly overgrown.
The drone recorded a rusted metal sign. When
Analysed its words were in archaic Anglish
Saying: “Here lies the foundation stone 
For this mighty undertaking to vanquish
All inequality and imbalance in our nation,
And level up those (north of Birmingham) who 
 languish
By bringing all to their proper station.”
The sign ends with the indecipherable phrase “HS2”.
Charges have been laid and primed for detonation.’
Joseph Houlihan

I once adventured to a No-Man’s-Land,
Of shuttered shops (except for Betfred), ill-built flats,
Addicts in doorways, skips alive with rats.
One building there I couldn’t understand,
It had the tall remains of dignity,
But Time had left it crumbling, overgrown.
I made out letters on the pockmarked stone
They spelt out NEGIE LIBRA, bafflingly.
Why build so grand a building here,
Among this hopelessness and grime and sleaze,
Where truants do the drug deliveries?
I asked a wild-eyed man who waved his beer
At a passing squad-car, shouting; he said: ‘I hear
It was for books. But who needs books round here?’
George Simmers

I met a wanderer by a ruined wall
Who said: ‘A sandstone bust now blanched and 
 bleached,
Detached from one who once stood proud and tall
Lies in the debris where this wall is breached,
A bust whose scowl and pouting lips revealed
The arrogance of someone born to lead,
To be his country’s saviour and its shield
And etched upon his brow these words you’ll read:
“My name is Donald Trump, oh yes my friends,
Look on my face and be inspired with awe!
I did no wrong and hence made no amends,
But rightly spurned the venal rule of law!”
There, in the dust, this crumbling bust now lies
Where once, it seems, there lived more fools 
 than wise.’
Alan Millard

NO. 3380: WE GO AGAIN

You are invited to submit predictions for the 
year 2025 in verse (16 lines maximum). Please 
email entries to competition@spectator.co.uk 
by 26 December. (NB: no. 3379 should have 
asked for the usual 16 lines/150 words.)
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SOLUTION TO 2679: CHOC-A-BLOCK  

The unclued lights are brands of CHOCOLATE.

First prize T. Darch, London NW8 
Runners-up Nicole O’Keeffe, London W11; 
Andrew Durham, Cooroy, Queensland, Australia

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

The World Championship match between Ding 
Liren and Dommaraju Gukesh is now underway 
in Singapore. The $2.5 million prize fund will be 
decided over 14 games of classical chess, and in 
the event of a 7-7 tie, there will be rapid tiebreaks 
on 13 December.

Pre-match consensus had Ding, the reigning 
champion from China, as a heavy underdog, with 
only around a 20 per cent chance of victory. He 
has appeared afflicted by a psychological crisis 
since winning the title last year, and his recent 
form has been dismal. His challenger, 18-year-old 
Gukesh from India, has had a splendid run, 
climbing well above Ding in the world rankings.

The former world champion Vishy Anand tried 
to dial down the hype with a pithy warning: 
‘[Gukesh] is smart enough to know that World 
Championships are won, not elected’. Indeed, by 
winning with black in the first game of the match, 
Ding proved that he remains a worthy contender 
for the title. As we go to press, a draw in the 
second game leaves him 1.5-0.5 ahead.

Magnus Carlsen, still rated the world no. 1 
player by a healthy margin, rarely plays classical 
events these days, preferring rapid and blitz time 
controls. But he has become a strong advocate for 
‘Freestyle Chess’, in which pieces on the back 
row are shuffled in one of 960 configurations at 
the start of the game. To promote a forthcoming 
series of elite Freestyle events, Carlsen faced the 
world no. 2 Fabiano Caruana in a two-game 
Freestyle match in Singapore, just days before the 
start of the real World Championship. 

The game below had as its start position: Na1, 
Nb1, Bc1, Rd1, Ke1, Rf1, Qg1, Bh1. Black’s 
setup mirrors that: Na8, Nb8, Bc8, etc. 

Magnus Carlsen-Fabiano Caruana
Freestyle Chess Match, Singapore, Nov 2024

1 f4 Nb6 2 Nc3 f5 3 Nb3 Na6 Caruana would 
have preferred to play 3…Nc6, but then 4 Nb5!, 
hits c7, whereupon 4…Nd5 5 c4 is awkward or 
4…Na8 5 Nxa7 snags a pawn. In the opening of a 
Freestyle game, players learn to be wary of quirky 
tactical shots. 4 d3 c6 5 Be3 g5 6 fxg5 e5 7 
g4 f4 8 Bxb6 axb6 9 Qxb6 Qxg5 Caruana’s 
pawn sacrifice has netted him the bishop pair and 

In Comp. 3377 you were invited to write a 
version of ‘Ozymandias’ for the future. (The 
original, which obviously is for all time, arose 
from a contest between Shelley and Horace 
Smith to write a poem with that title.) The idea 
was to elicit responses to the US election, and 
the President-elect does feature heavily, but a 
desert of oblivion interrupted only by stone 
Trumps seemed too unremitting. The mood 
could be downbeat, so for some light relief 
here’s a snatch of Janine Beacham’s entry: 

‘My name is Kardashian, Queen of Bling:
Look on my bod, yearn for my derriere!’
No followers remain. No downloads play,
Despite research, high tech, we’ve not one prayer
Of knowing what this colossus had to say.

    Also deserving of a mention, among others: 
Alex Steelsmith, Sylvia Fairley, Mark Brown, 
Bob Newman, Mike Morrison, Hamish Wil-
son, D.A. Prince. The winners receive £25. 

On a virtual tour of the dead zone
I connected with a user who said
He’d seen the ancient carved artefact known
As The Orange Face, portal that once led
To a primitive database, here weathered away.
A pedestal stood nearby, an antique glyph
Engraved thereon, in order to convey
Perhaps what the sculptor had not made clear,
The authenticity of that famed quiff –
‘Look here you jerks, it really was my hair.’
But that bouffant that has passed into myth 
Had eroded away, not a strand there,
Just an empty mask on a monolith.
Sue Pickard

I met a reveller from an eastern land
Who said – ‘A really very swollen head
Rests on the shifting underwater sand,
Through the lips of which, upon the ocean bed,
Irradiated fishlings pass. Unmanned,
The plastic hair yet shaved upon each side,
The parting fixed, the eyeballs both obese,
He seems to greet the sea with useless pride:
I signed the pact that kept the world at peace.
These words, unheard, are carved upon a void.
Respected Comrade! Leader still Supreme!
Your dumpy body’s blown to smithereens,
Washed by a blowsy tide in constant gloom –
Who knows what KIM is, what it really means?’
Bill Greenwell

I met a traveller from a western land
Which now lies waste and barren, and he said:
‘Nothing remains there, just a torn red cap
Blown by the winds. The letters on it read:
“MAGA”. The word is sadly meaningless.’
He told me he had met the self-same scene
When in the east. Just desert, dust and waste,
And rubble, where great cities once had been.
‘A scrap of poster found I, blowing free.
It seemed to bear an image and a name. 
Cyrillic. First a P, then U, and T…
A small fragment of newsprint fluttered there
With words about a rapid peace treaty
Drifting upon the radioactive air.’
Brian Murdoch

PUZZLE NO. 829

Black to play. Gretarsson-Fressinet, European 
Individual Championship, November 2024. In this 
position, both players overlooked a decisive tacti-
cal idea. Which move should Black play? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 
2 December. There is a prize of £20 for the first 
correct answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1…Rxe2+! 2 Qxe2 Qh5+ 
3 Kg2 Rxg3+ wins. But not 1…Qh5+ 2 Kg1 Rxe2 
3 Qf8+!
Last week’s winner Guy Herbert, London NW1 

Chess 
The World Championship  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights (including 
a pair, one word of which has 
to be read in reverse) are each 
somehow related to one other. 
Two grid entries are of two 
words and one (jocular) entry 
has four words and includes an 
apostrophe.

Competition 
Whose legs?  
Victoria Lane

White to move, position after 15…Qe7xe6
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